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Lecacy to his Country, 


=}; HAVE fpent the oreatett Part of 
a) my Life without the leatt Thought 
| of becoming an Author; and if it 
¥\ fhould be afked, What makes:me — 
=== now appear in Print: 1 anfwer, 
That Ihave acquired in Phyfick, by my long 
Study and Practice, what Iconceive may be 
for the common Benefit of Mankind ; and 
therefore I publifh-my Obfervations. 

If this fhould not be allowed: as a fufficient 
Reafon by fome who have exprefied no good 
Will towards me, it will give me but Tittle 
‘Concern: I leave what I write to the un- 
prejudiced Reader. 

My Defign is to touch on fuch Parts. oj 
Phyfick, as I conceive moft neceflary to be 
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underftood ‘by every Practitioner, and which 
feem to me hitherto to have been neither ex- 
plained, nor accounted for in a proper Man- 
ner, notwithftanding the voluminous Works 
an which they have been treated of. 
Authors for the moft Part follow one ano- 


ther, and'deviate but a little from the commen 


“Track. This Method I fhall in no wife 
purfue ; my Defign being to fet down only | 
fuch Things as have occurred to me from the — 
Practice and Experience of forty-nine Years. 

It is effentially neceffary in the Cure of . 
Difeafes, to be thoroughly acquainted with the 
Nature of them: Without this Knowledge, 
no Good is to be done. On the contrary, 
much Harm may probably enfue from the 
Phyficians miftaking the Patient’s Cafe; 
which in fome Perfons is eafily difcovered, 
in others very difficult to underftand. 

This, I apprehend, proceeds from the Af- — 
finity and Refemblance there is between dif- 
ferent Difeafes ; which, though often attended 
with the fame Symptoms, yet proceed from 
different Caufes, and confequently require va- 
rious Methods of Cure: For which Reafon 
' the Phyfician fhould be very cautious in pre- 
’ {cribing, till he has fully examined the Symp- 
toms of the Difeafe, and compared them with 
the feveral Anfwers of the Patient, till he 
has juft Reafons to think he underftands the 
Nature of the Diftemper. | 


Complicated Cafes are moft difficult; nei- 


ther is it-poffible to determine any Thing of 
. DEG: them 
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; 
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them before they happen, by reafon. of their 
various Degrees, and. uncertain Combinations.. 

In thefe Cafes,. fo very hard to be adjutted,, 
a Phyfician may chance to erra little ;_ but. 
~ in fimple Difeafes, the Miftakes admit of no: 
Excufe. | 

To go no farther than a Dropfy. r 
have attended fome Perfons in this Diftemper,,. 
- where it has taken very deep Root. —— Their 
Legs, Thighs, and Bodies, have been blown. 
up like Bladders ;. yet fome of thefe Perfons 
have been blooded four or five Times, in or- 
der, as was faid, to relieve their Shortnefs of 
Breath ; whereas, Shortnefs of Breath is not. 
always an Indication for Bleeding. © 

There are three Caufes of a Dy/puea, or- 
Shortnefs of Breath; Inflammation, Convul-- 
fion, and Plenitude: Bleeding in Convulfions,. 
if it has not been, ought to be exploded 3. 
and in Fulnefs, occafioned by Dropfies, it is 
pernicious to the laft Degree. . 
> I fhail make no Scruple to.affirm, That 
Shortnefsof Breath, though it be what we 
term Attio Lefa, makes no. Diftemper, with-: 
out fome other bid Symptoms attending it ; 
if it.did,.a Man who runs, or. ufes any vio-. 
lent Exercife, caufing. Shortnefs of Breath- 
ing, might be faid:to be diftempered. 
_ Neither in other Cafes is Shortnefs of° 
Breath to. be looked on as. any Thing but 
the Effect of fome Difeafe,, caufing great. 
Weaknefs, which on the leaft Motion is fol-. 
lowed. with Difficulty of Breathing. | 
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It may feem ftrange that this Difeafe, viz. 
a Dropfy, fhould be fo grofly miftaken ; when 
the Condition of a Woman, near the Time 
of her Delivery, is not more apparent to the 
Eye,than that of an Hydropical Perfon. How- 
ever, this fhews what great Reafons there 
are to fet the Symptoms of Difeafes in. as 
clear a Light as poffible. 2 

I fhall, in the Profecution of this Subject, ~ 
take Notice, in a very brief Manner, of the 
- Fluids in human Bodies; a Point very ne- 
ceffary to be underftood, becaufe they are. 
the Seat of all Diftempers ; whereas the fo- 
lid Parts are only paffive Little, that I 
can find, has been faid of this Matter, though 
the right Underftanding of it is of fo great 
Ufe in the Art of Healing. 

Inftead of giving us fuch neceflary Preli-— 
minaries, many lay the whole Strefs of curing © 
Difeafes upon the Number of their Receipts, 
fluffing their Books with long and tedious: 
Prefcriptions 3 which is little better than 
teaching us how to cure People, before we 
know the Nature of their Diftemper. — 

This brings to my Mind a Saying of that 
good and truly honeft Man Dr. Sydenham : 
- Medice Artis pompa &8 dignitas non tam 
formularum Concinnitate {9 Elegantia, quam 
Morborum curatione cernitur. 

The late famous Dr. Radcliff was of Opi- © 
nion, That it was expedient for young Gen- 
tlemen, ‘entering upon our Profeffion, to tra- 
vel; and that fuch as purfued their Studies 
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at Home, could not (allowing they have had 
the Advantages of an Academical Educa+ 
tion) improve themfelves equally with thofe 
that fpend many Years Abroad, and make 
- good Ufe of their Time This was his 
~ Reafon for fettling annual Penfions upon fome 
young Phyficians, that they might be in a 
Capacity to travel. | 

Perhaps he had done better, if he had 
obliged thofe Gentlemen to practice Phy- 
fick, at leaft ten Years, before their fetting 
out for foreign Parts: They would then have 
been much more capable of making fuck Ob- 
fervations, as might be of fingulur Ufe to 
them ; and ’tis farther my Opinion, That if 
he had ordered them to vifit the moft intem- 
perate Climates, where all acute Difeafes are 
the moft violent, they would have returned 
Mafters of greater Knowledge and Experi- 
ence, than they can ever acquire by only pat 
fing through the moft healthy Parts of Ez- 
rope, which feems more like ‘travelling for 
the fake of their own Health, than that of 
other People. | 

If. travelling be neceffary to make an ac- 
_complifhed Phyfician, I am very fure that I 
have travelled more than all the Phyficians in 
Great-Britain put together. | 

But I am going a little out of my Way, 
and fhall therefore return to what I at firft 
_propofed ; wherein, if I fall fhort, I fhall 
yet pleafe myfelf in my fincere Defign of be- 
ing beneficial to.Mankind. All I defire of 
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thofe who find fault with my Performance; is 
to produce a better in its Room. 
In the Account I give .of Difeafes, I hhall 
endeavour to be as fhort and intelligible as pof- 
fible-—T he ufual and general Divifion of Dif 
tempers is into Chronical and Acute, and 
each Branch of them is fubdivided into many 
particular ones. The moft common I hope 
to defcribe in fo plain a Manner, that even 
the Patient himfelf fhall be able to give a pro- 
per Name to his Difeafe. — } 
_ Po begin then with the Chronical. 

Which as they are the moft difficult to be 
remedied, fo are they many Times equally 
difficult to be known. 
common, and moft painful (though I think 
not the hardeft to be cured) is the Gout. 


4 


Gout, or ARTHRITIS. 


HIS has various Names, according to 
the Parts affected :’Tis termed Podagra 
when in the Foot, Chiragra when in the 
- Hand, Gonegra when in the Knee, Sciatica 
when in the Hip. 
°Tis ftrange to fee how often Phyficians 
call this Diftemper a Rheumatifm, and ‘a 
Rheumatifm the Gout. The Difference 
between them will plainly appear from the 
Defcription I fhall give of thefe two Diftem- 
pers. Of 


OF thefethe moft 
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-. Of the feveral Names above fet down, 4- 
regular Gout may moft properly be termed 


Podagra, becaufe it begins in the firft Joint __ 
of the Great Toe, and that ufually about. 


Midnight ; where, after. it has rack’d the Pa-- 
tient forty-eight Hours with a violent fix’d. 
Pain, a fimall Tumor begins to appear, in-- 
creafing gradually; after that, an Inflam-. 
mation, and then the Violence of the Pain. 
abates. 

The firft Fit. may lafta Fortnight, or three. 
Weeks ; but a great Weaknefs, and Tender-. 
nefs in the Part afflicted, remains much longer. . 

The Patient may feel no more of this Dif- 
eafe for two or three Years, or at fooneft, a 
‘T-welvemonth :° But what adds much to the 
Misfortune of this Diftemper, is, That every 
Fit becomes more painful, and. the Paroxifms 
more frequent and lafting. ine) 

The Gouty Matter increafing, rifes to the 
Ancles and Knees, which, as was faid before, 


{well with Inflammation: This Degree of . 


the Diftemper, by fome Authors, is called 
Morbus. Articuiaris, and is. always attended 
with a fymptomatical Fever ; for as the Pains 
wear off, the. Fever abates.. 

Thus it.takes its Progrefs, increafing by 
Degrees, till the Patient, in Length of Time, 
is tormented with Chalk Stones working out 
of the Joints, attended with other melanchol- 
ly Circumftances. 

It muft be obferved, towards the latter 
End of this Difeafe, when the Fluids are al- 
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moft wholly changed into Gouty Matter, the 
Fits are not fo regular, nor the Pains fo vio- 
Jent; but then the Patient is feldom free 
from them, 
_  Phyficians have been much miftaken about 
-the Caufe of this Diftemper: That it is Mat- 
ter, appears from the Tumors and Inflam- 
mation that attend it ; but the Difficulty lies 
to find out the Nature of this Matter. 
I fhall venture to affirm ’tis an Akal: That 
the Chalk-Stones that work out of the Joints 
are fuch, appears from the Fermentation oc- 
cafioned by Acids, which in {mall Quantities 
caufe Pains in Gouty Perfons: Thefe Pains 
proceed from the Acids meeting with a con- 
trary Quality, whereby a preternatural Fer- 
mentation is raifed in the diftempered Part ; 
and this creates a Feat and Burning, the Heat 
being an Effect of that Fermentation or Mo- 
tion, according to the Learned Dr. Willis, 
whofe Treatife of Fermentation I prefer to 
his other Works: If I miftake not, he gives 
this Definition of it, viz. ** Motus Inteftinus 
‘* ad perfettionem alicujus Corporis, vel ad In- 
<* ternecionem ejufdem.” : | 
_.. There have been fo many unfuccefsful At- 
tempts made to mafter this Difeafe, that Pa- 
tients have very little Faith left, and (as they 
commonly fay} have no Hopes from any 
Thing but Patience and warm Flannel: But 
with Sabmiffion, keeping the Part warm 1s 
wrong, becaufe tis proprium Caloris attrahere ; 
_and does, beyond doubt, attract Gouty Matter 
tothe Part. _ Not- 
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Notwithftanding the many fiuitlefs At 
tempts that have been made to cure this mi- 
ferable Diftemper, Providence has in this, as 
well as in all other Difeafes, left Means for 
our Recovery, which in many Inftances I am 
able to make appear. I fhall refer to one 
where the curious may be fatisfied: The 
Coachman of the Right Honourable the Lord 
Vifcount St. Fobn, had a long and tedious 
Fit of the Gout, and was hardly able to ftir 
without Crutches: I gave him a very plea- 
fant eafy Sudorific, which had its defired Ff- 
fect : Infomuch that the Day following, 
he walked from Albemarle-fireet, to Cecil-ftreet, 
to give me Thanks. He came to me with- 
out the Help of a Stick, and with ftrait Shoes 
on: The Swelling was entirely gone: He 
affirmed that he was never better in his Life ; 
and that he was able to walk from one Erd 
of the Town to the other. This is about 
fifteen Years ago; and the Fellow has never 
had any Return fince, tho’ he was much af- 
fitted with it many Years before. It 
may be afked, Will he never have it again? 
"Fhe fame Queftion may be afked of any Fe- 
ver (except fome few with, Eruptions ;) for 
many Perfons are very fubject to Fevers every 
Spring; yet 1 prefume no Body. will fay a 
Patient was not cured of a Fever he had 
“fifteen Years fince, tho’ he fhould happen to 
have a Fever again this Year. 
It will, I hope, at leaft, be granted, That 
fuch long Intervals add much to the Me 
: , ore 
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fort of Life; and I am confident there is no 
Body can have the Gout to that Degree, but 
that. there may be a Rebate given to his 
Pains. —— He may find great Relief with- — 
out Opiates, or painful Remedies, which I 
am a Stranger to, and very much diflike. 


. To Eafe the Gour. 


‘© Take Tamarinds half an Ounce, Leaves - 
*¢ of Senna two Drams, Rheubarb one Dram, 
** boil them in Water to three Ounces, ftrain 
“¢ them off, and diffolve in them of Manna, 
‘* and the purging Syrup of Rofes, each one 
<< Ounce, Syrup of Buck-thorn and Elixir 
‘* Proprietatis, each two Drams, —— Drink 


“© Poffet-drink, or thin Gruel, between Mo> _ 


“© tions. Taking this once or twice a 
** ‘Week, will leffen the Gouty Matter, and 
*¢ break the Force of the Fits.”’ 


Il. Prefeription to Eafe the 


GoOuUT. 


: 

*¢ ‘Take Opium one Ounce, Salt-Petre and 

‘¢ Tartar vitriolated, each four Ounces, Ipo- 
** cacuana one Ounce, Liquorifh one Ounce. 
! me Put 
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© Pat the Salt-Petre and Tartar j into a red- 


_ §* hot Mortar, ftirring them with a Spoon 
© till they have done ‘flaming. “Then 


_ . “© powder them very fine, after that flice 
“¢ in your Opium; grind thefe to a Powder, 


** and then mix the other Powders with thefe. 
** Dofe from forty to fixty or feventy Grains 
<< ina Glafs of White-wine Poflet, going to 
$< CU Covering up warm, and drinking 
4 Quart or three Pints of the Poffet-drink 
“© while fweating.” 


Intwo-or three Hours, at fartheft, the Pa- 
tient will be perfectly free from Pain ; ; and 
though before not able to put one Foot to 
the Ground, ’tis very much if he cannot walk 
the next Day. When it is taken, keep your 


Bed till next Day Noon. ‘This Remedy. 


may be taken once a Week, or oncea Month. 
Mynfychi’s Elixir ef Vitriol, taken often in 


large Quantities, moft certainly deftroys Gouty eek 


Matter, yet for fome Time it may caufe Pain ; 
but taken in its due Latitude, if Water will 
quench Fire, it muft in the End have its de- 


_ fired Effect, 
N. B. We cannot help diffenting from the 


Doéior’s Opinion, that Sweating will cure the 
Gout; but that Sweating will eafe the Pain, 
we have many Inftances. Nor is every one 


who is fubject to the Gout, troubled with Chalk- 


Stones in their Foints; but I much wonder 


| that he bas not taken notice of this Diftemper 
| -aitacking 
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attacking the Nobler Parts, viz. the Head and 
the Stomach, for there it is moft dangerous. 
Blifters have done well, when it has attack’d 
the Head 5 and Tanjey boil’din a Pint of firong 
Mountain, bas gvien immediate Eafe, to be drunk 
aswarm as the Patient can bear tt. | 

The famous Quieting Charm, fold fome Years 
fince for Five Guineas, is no more than Stone- 
Brimftone, worn in a warm Pocket as near the 
Body as poffible, and it bas been thought to give 
Eafe to this tormenting Diftemper. | 


Dropsy, called HyDRops. 


HERE are three Sorts of Dropfies ; 
Ee the moft common and moft fatal, 1s 
the Afcites. This Diftemper is often many © 
Years contracting ; in fome near twenty Years, 
according to the beft Judgment that can be 
made. One or two Inftances may make this — 
clear. é | , 
Mr. William Staunton of Hampton, near 
Hampton-Court, formerly a Chancery Clerk. 
of Lurnival’s-Inn, was. for twenty Years af- 
flicted with a violent Afthma, attended 
with a Species of the Dropfy. -— His 
Diftemper reduced him to that Weakneis, 
and made him fo corpulent and unweildly, 
that he was not able to turn in his Bed, nor 

| | lie 
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lie -but on one Side, in fo much that the Fleth 
was worn off the Hip and Shoulder, and it 
was expected a Mortification would enfue. 
—— In this Condition Mrse Stauton afked, 
If I conceived any Hopes of him? I an- 
fwered, there was but little Room for Hope 3; 
yet if fhe pleafed to try the Force of the Me- 
dicine I fhould prefcribe, fhe might be affu- 
red there was no Danger init. - | 

- He took it every Night and Morning, as I 
ufually give it. - He has told me fince, 
that it conftantly brought away from a Gal- 
lon to five Quarts of Water. Taking 
this daily, it muft be fuppofed he was foon 


_ freed from his Waters. 


N.B. Zhe Doétor adds, that he gave hima 
Medicine Night and Morning, which conftantly — 
brought away a Gallon, or five Quarts of Wa- 
ter 5 and by his taking this daily, it foon freed 
bim. from his Waters, and freed bim from bis 
Afihma, tho be was in bis Sixty-feventh Year 
of bis Age. The Doétor has kept this Receipt to 
himfelf ; but by way of Note I imagin them either 


done by Oyl of Funiper, as the Principal, or ~~ 


ele by an Infufion of Funiper-Berries, roafted 
like Coffee, and made into a Liquor like Coffee, 
which bas cured great Numbers. 


He has been clear of his Afthma ever fince, 
and enjoys a better State of Health than he 
has done for twenty Years paft. This was 
in the Sixty-feventh Year of his Age, yet he - 

has 
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has at prefent as florid a Complexion as any 
Man of ‘Twenty. 
- I conclude that he had a Colleétion of 
Waters in his Breaft, which caufed the Afth- 
ma. | | | 
I had‘another Patient, who had a White-. 
Swelling, as the Surgeons call it,in both Knees: 
He came to ‘Town, and applied himfelf to. 
Mr. Bocheer ; who, like an honeft Man, did 
little to him, but-advifed him to goto Bath; | 
which he did for near twenty. Years, as the 
Gentleman told me. But in the End this ap-. 
peared to be an Afcites; I: purged off the. 
Waters, and the Swellings totally difappeared.. 
He told me he had not had fo good a Com= 
mand of his Legs for twenty Years pait. 

Many Inftances of the like Nature I could | 
produce; but I take thefe two.to be fufficient 
' for my prefent Purpofe.. 

Hence it is- evident what flow Paces this. 
-Diftemper many times makes.. 
~ Some Nicety will be required to. give fuch. 
a Defcription of this Difeafe, as to make it 
known in its Approaches. °’Tis eafily pre-. 
vented, though very difficult. to -be cured 
when it comes to an Height. 

- This Diftemper begins with a.Thirft, which 
infenfibly grows on the Patient. The Infide 
- of the Hands grows dry with a more than. 
common Hardnefs, and the Patient is at- | 
‘tended with an unufual Heat. All the Glands 
of Secretion begin to fall: fhort of .performing 
their due Functions, till at lait sah te 
ai | ceafes, 
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ceafes, The Urine decreafes much in Quan- 
tity, and is often high-coloured. An Inabi-' 
lity to Motion increafes as the Body fills with: 
great Shortnefs of Breath, and Lofs of Ap-: 
. Perited eye mo Hi | 

Thefe are the feveral Symptoms of on ap- 
proaching Dropfy, which ufually fhews it-. 
felf firft in the Legs. This Diftemper may 
be coming on feveral Years, as has been a- 
bove noted; and for want of a due Exami- 
nation of the Patient, it has been too often 
taken for fome other Difeafe, which has pro- 
ved fatal to many People. | * 
To defcribe aconfirmed Afcites, is no-more 
than to fet the foregoing in a clear Light. 

The Thirft is more intenfe, Urine lefs in 


Quantity, higher coloured, coming near ~~~ 


to the Water made in a Jaundice 3 Shortnefs 
of Breath to that Degree, that there is no 
lying down in Bed ; and Inability to all Mo-. 
tion, a total Lofs of Appetite, loofe Stools, 
frequent, but in fmall Quantities. The Legs, 
Thighs, and all Parts of the Body are full 
of Water; which, with the Addition of a 
‘Symptomatical Jaundice, make up the fright- 
ful and mercilefs Retinue that attend this 
ereat Evil. 
After all, I fhall venture to fay, That: 
let me but come to-.People as early in this 
Diftemper as they generally apply for Relief 
from other Phyficians, and it fhall be cured 
with as much Certainty, as any other Gen- 
tleman may cure a Diftemper he thinks at 
| ‘ 
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felf moft Mafter of. —- I am furprized that , 
the Paracentefis *, or Tap, fhould be fo fre-. 
quently ufed in this fatal Difeafe—— I fhould | 
be glad to know if one in five Hundred has, 


been cured by it. It rather confirms the 


Difeafe, and often renders it incurable, while . 
the poor Patient’s Life is protra€ted in Mifery.. 


and Defpair; fo that it may well be faid, 


- Graviora morbis patimur Remedia, 
Nec vita tanti eft, vivere ut poffis, mori, 


Such Aids new Fuel to your Pain fupply 3 
Who values Life, if bemuft hourly die ? 


The Tympany, Tympanites. 


A NOTHER Species of Dropfy, to 

which the Fair Sex are only liable, 
proceeds from their frequent Miicarriages 
and hard Labours: Befides, as they are of 
a much finer Texture of Body than Men, 


* The Dr. here is much in the Right to avoid the 
Paracentefis, or Tap; for when it once comes to that, 
the Patient is in great Danger; but begin early in taking 
fuch Medicines asare mentioned before in the other Species 
of Dropfies, | | 

| they 
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they are more fubject to the Paffions of the 
Mind, which have often been the Caufe of 
this Diftemper. | 

This is part Wind, part Water, {welling 
the Abdomen, or Belly only. The Mutcles 
wafte fo in this Difeafe, that the Patient be- 
comes a meer Skeleton with Lofs of Appe- 
tite: Thirft, but in a more remifs Degree 
than in the Afcites; Urine in fmall Quanti- 
ties, but often of a healthy Colour.—— This 
may be cured pretty much in the fame Way 
with an Afcites *. | 


ANASARCA, 


fomewhat differing from.the Afcites 
and Tympany. The Symptoms are vaitly 
more unfettled: ‘The Swellings in the two 
former are fixed ; in this they very often fhift, 
and for the moft part affect only the Muf- 


de dere is another Species of Dropfy, 


cles. As for Example: The Patient fhall ~ 


{well on one Side of the Body, and in a fhort — 
Time the Tumor fhall quit that Part, and 
appear on the other Side of the Body ; and 


* But fee the Doétor’s Method of Cure under that 
Species of Dropfies call’d the dxa/arca. 


in 
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in “Tike Manner fhift from one Thigh Foe 
or Arm, to the other.. 
This Difeafe is not fo common as the 
Afcites, or Tympany, and is much eafier 
cured. Yet Mr. Towne, one of the King’s 


Gardiners, died of it-under Dr. Radcliffe’s 


Care. ——-— A Gentleman carried me to that 


unfortunate Man, but the Doéor: was fo, 
confident of faving him by the wonderful — 
Panacea Biifters, that I was not liftened to. . 


_ The Blifters, inftead of proving Remedies, 


& 


only gave the Patient Pain, without afford- 


ing him any Help; fo that in a fhort Time 


after he died. 


( 


Te Cure of this Difemper: ‘ 


Ry Take Steel Biepaied with Sulphur and’ - 


‘* crude Antimony, each one Ounce, Dia- 
¢* oridium four Ounces: Make a fine Pow- 


«© der of thefe; then add as much of any Sy- 


‘¢ rup as will make a foft Electuary. —--— 


“¢: Take a large Spoonful at Night going’to. | 


‘© Bed, and another in the Morning, ftirring 


sete well from the Bottom, increafing or lef- 


“* fening the Dofe as you fee Occafion. 
“¢ You muft not drink .during the Opera- 


** tion of this Phyfick, as in other Purges; - 
** for if you pour in too much Liour, It 


‘© will deitroy the End of purging, and 
« you will find aaa be where you 
‘* were.’ 


. "When: 


ee 
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When your Waters are off, you may re- 
peat your Purge one in four or five Days 3 
thence once a Week, and fo on, to once a 
Fortnight, and once a Month, till your Blood 
has recovered its due Tone. 

You muft avoid all Spoon-Meats, Fruits, 
and Garden-ftuff, of what Kind foever. 
And be fure not to exceed a Pint and a half 
of Liquor in twenty-four Hours; for af you 
drink, your Thirft will never abate. This 
ig a certain Remedy. | 

This Method will ferve either in a Tym- 
pany as well as the Anafarca. 


DIABATES. 


TY HIS is.a very fatal Difeafe, but rarely | 
B feen; yet in one Day I wascalled to ~ 
two Patients that were afflicted with it-—— 
Riverus fays, he never faw more than one 
Perfon labouring under this Diftemper in all 
‘his Practice. ots ey 5 
It arifes from breaking the Compages, or 
Tenor of the Blood. : aig 
The Defcriptions follow: °*Yis attended 
- with a {mall Fever, lofs of Appetite, intenfe 
Thirft, a great Dejection of the animal Spi- 
tits, profufe Quantities of Urine of a Violet 
Scent, witha thin oily Subftance {wimming 
| on 
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en the Surface of it. When all thefe Symp- 
toms meet, they conftitute this Diftemper. 

_ The Sort of Water defcribed is very com- 
mon in what) Phyficians call Scorbutick 
Cafes. — Upon which, after the Learned Dr, 
Wills has made a very long Harangue about 
hot Scurvy and cold Scurvy, Imuft own my 
Capacity too weaktocomprehend his Meaning; 
nor do I believe the Difeafe owed its Name to 
any Thing, but that when the Phyficians met — 
with a Diftemper they knew little of, they 
called it a {curvy one. . 

One Mr. Fonathan Keate, fome time after — 
Surgeon to the Hofpital at King’s Town in 
Jamaica, was fo far. gone in a Diabetes, that 
he was not able to get out of his Cabin.— I 
was on Board with fome Company, who told 
me the Surgeon of the Ship lay dangeroufly 
il], and defired to fee me.— I foon perceived 
his Diftemper, and fent him from Shore what © 
I thought proper. In three or four Days he 
came to Port Royal, to return Thanks for. 
the great Service I had done him. He did, 
as we fay, pancratice valere, and fo continued. 
This is thirty Years fince. About 
fix Years fince, I faw him in Town ; he lodg- 
ed in St. Martin’s-Lane, and was then jutt 
come from Barcelona. 

I fhall only give one Inftance more: A 
Perfon, recommended to me by his Grace 
the late Duke of Richmoxd, -was fo weak in . 
this Diftemper, that he could hardly ftand, 
I order’d him ten Days after to meet | 
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me at the Duke’s, which he accordingly did; 
~and gave his Grace thanks for being perfectly 
recovered. He lived on Yower-Hill, and, if 
I miftake not, was an Houfe-Carpenter ; but 
I have forgot his Name. . 

There needs nothing more to be done for 
the Cure of this Difeafe, which has hitherto. 
puzzled Phyficians in all Ages, than to drink 

-aQuarter ofa Pint of Allom Poffet-drink, firft 

and laft, made as ftrong as your Stomach will 
bear it——This I have experienc’d for thirty- 
five Years, and do not remember that it ever 
failed. 


N. B. The Doftor, inthis Prefcription, takes 
the fhorteft Method of Cure, and very juftly de- 
ferves our Praifes ; but *tis to be obferv'd, that 
if you make your Allom-Poffet too ftrong, *twill 
prove a powerful Emetic. | 


CONSUMPTION, or PHTISIS. 


HOUGH. this is a Chronicle Difeafe, 

| it is alfo inflammatory ; and I know of 
no other Chronicle Diftemper that is fo. 

- It begins with a violent Cough, and 1s al- 

ways ‘attended with an inflamed Mafs of 

Blood, except in convulfive Cafes ; and 2 

the 
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the Lungs are all Bronchia, or little. 4ir- 
Bladders of the Afpera Arteria, when we, in- 
{pire the inflamed Part, of what we fee en 
the Top of the Blood, which the Phyficians 
term Pleuritical, is {trained from the Mafs, 
which being left in thofe Air-Bladders, oc- 
cafions a great Shortnefs of Breath, till by 
violent Coughing, or frequent Succeffions of 


the Lungs, it is brought off—— If this Mat- | 


ter continues, it inflames the Lungs, till-at 
laft they are impoftumated ; and then the Pa- 
tient’s Cafe becomes defperate. at mae 

This Difeafe commonly proceeds from 
Cold; which encteafing, the Patient com- 
plains firft of a great Sorenefs in: his Breaft, 


- ’ 


Difficulty of Breathing, lofs of Appetite, a_ 


‘great Heat and Drynefs in the Palms -of his 
.Hands, with frequent and fudden Flufhings 
in the Faces according to that of Aiippocra- 
tes Rubor pertinax & faturatus in Genis pulme- 
nem indicat inflammatum. 


a 


“Asthis Difeafe gathers Power, colliquating 


Sweats come on towards Morning ; then a _ 


Diarrhea, or Loofenefs; the Fingers Ends 


are fwelled, and a few Days before Death, . 


the Legs fwell, which is the laft Symptom. 
. The good Dr. Sydenham wonderfully com- 
mends Riding in this Diftemper ; and he fays, 
“°° Hoc fanite affero, quod neque Mercurius in 
“° Lue Venerea neque Cortex Peruvianus in in- 
* termitientibus efficaciores extent quam in 
| Phtifit curanda exercitium jam laudatum.—— 
«* Speaking of Riding, Modo eger curet ut 
8° Tutea- 


ta) 


bal 


a | 
<< linteamina letti fint probe arefalta, atque ) 
<¢ etiam ut fatis longa Itinera emetiaiur.’’ - 

But, with Deference to my old Friend’s 
Judgment, I have known frequent Bleeding 
in {mall Quantities do more good than Rid- 
ing.- I fhall fet down one Cafe, of which 
any Perfon may fatisfy himfelf. . 

A Nephew of Sir George Ca/well’s, whofe 
Lungs were moft apparently impoftumated 
‘from the corrupt and toetid Matter thar pro- 
_ ceeded from them, had thofe colliquating 
Sweats, with a Diarrhea, or Loolene!s, and 
brought up large Quantities of Blood every 
Day, almoft equal to a Vomica Pulmo- 
num. 

His Mutcles were almoft entirely watted ; 
and fo very weal, that he could hardly wall | 
alone. I. oerder’d him to bleed, every other 
Day He foon vifibly grew better.—— I 
fent him to the Cold Bath, which he ufed to 
very great Advantage; fo that he foon grew 
healthy and ftrong, and fuller of Flefh than 
ever. 7 | 

When Mr. Peltit blooded him, he would 
often fay, he could not poffibly live four and 
twenty Hosrs. } 

As thisisan inflammatory Difeafe, all Me- 
.thods of Cure ought to be avoided, except 
fuch as abate the Inflammation 5 which, I may 
venture to fay, is ufually increafed by the vait 


Quantities of Oils and Syrups prefcribed:. ‘2 
Andthisisthe chief Reafonthat Phyficianshave — 
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chad fo little Succefs in Confumptions.- They 
callow the Patient to ufe a {trengthening Diet, 
and indulge him too much with Wine, Gra- 
“vies, and the like, contrary to a known Max- 
am in Phyfick. Impura corpora quo plus ~ 
-nutries, ¢o magis ledes. | 

Another Caufe of Confumptions is from 
an Empyema; which is an Impofthumation 
~on the Pleura; as when Pleurifies, or Pe- 
xyipneumonies are not taken off by Bleeding; - 
for as long as any poignant, or fhooting Pains 
‘remain, there is an infallible Indication for 
‘Bleeding. *Twas faid, the Lord Sunderland 
«could not die for want of Bleeding, having 
doft feventy Ounces: Whereas my next door 
Neighbour had a Servant feized with a Pleu- 
-xify, who loft two Hundred and fixty Ounces 
@f Blood before his Pain left him; and the 
‘Man fince enjoys a perfect State of Health. 

One of my Patients was fo far gone in a 
#Confumption, that he was not able to ftand 
alone. I advifed him by all Means to lofe fix 
Ounces of Blood every Day for a Fortnight, 
then every other Day, and then every third 
Day, and fifth Day for the fame Time. This 
-~was in the Month of November; the March 
following, he rode from Evefham to Briftol, 
in one Day, which 1s forty feven long Miles, 
to give me Thanks for his Recovery. 
He lived many Years after. His Relations all 
died in Coniumptions. This was the firft 
i-xperiment ] made of Bleeding in this -Di- 

Hast keate § 
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feafe; and J have cured many -fince by this 
Method ‘of | Bleeding. 


N. B. J think if the Doétor had ufed Cup- 
ping between Whiles, it «vould bave done much 
belier. | 


Another Patient ‘was fo very weak in a 


‘Confumption, that they entirely defpaired of - 


his Life. He was blooded at leaft fifty Times 
and in a fhort Time recover’d fo, that he 
enjoys-a better State of Health than ever 
he did before, ) 


A Receipt vo. help the Lungs. 


© Take Anifeeds fine powdered, Saffron 


** of Steel, each half an Ounce, made into 


“6 Pills, with Lucatella’s Balfam ; take five of 


“< thefe every Morning, and at Five a-Clock 


_*© in the Afternoon, drinking a large Draught 


“¢ of Water acidulated with Myn/ichi’s Elixir 
“* of Vitriol— After each Dofe, Riding 
“‘lis of fingular Ufe, and Cold-Batlrng » 
<< but above all, frequent Bleeding in fmall 
“© Quantities: For, as is before obferved, 
“* whatever keeps the Lungs cool, is the only 
“¢ Way to cure Confumptions; and I have 
** of late experienc’d, that crude Mercury is 
*¢ the moft beneficial Thing for the Lungs, 
taking one Ounce every Morning.” 

| B 2, _ NB. 
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N.B. The Dolor is, in every one by thefe 
Particulars, very right in bis ‘fudgment, as 
we have experienc’d. The Ufe of the crude 


* ges as be a it, i a SW Me- — 
dicine. 


ASTHMA. 


F this there are two Species; the one 
comer the other procceding from 
a foul Mafs*of Blood. 

Thefe are not hard‘to be diftinguith’d : 
The Convulfive generally has its Paroxy{ms, 
or Fits; and though you may Cough with 
greater Violence, andl find a much “greater 
Difficulty of Breathing, though you fpit only 
a frothy Subftance, yet when the Paroxyfm- 
4s over, the Patient finds not much Dif- 
order. 


A Remedy for the Afthma. 


“© Take Caftor one’ Dram, Salt of Steel 


<¢ half a Dram, made into very finall Pills, 
#& swith Extract of Rue: Thefe you may take 
| “every . 
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<¢-every Hour ’till the Convulfion is abated, 
‘© drinking three Spoonfuls of the following 
*¢ Julep after each Dofe. Take of Black- 
<¢ cherry, and Penny-royal Water, each an 
** Ounce ; of Rue ang compound Briony- 
‘* Waters, each- four Ounces, with a im all 
** Quantity of Sugar, made into a Julep.— 
Se Oe at Lae dried and powder’ d, made into 

Pills, and taken as above, is a moft ex- 
cellent Remedy, notwithftanding the com- 

mon Opinion of the great Poifon there is 
**in a Toad; but that is all a falfe- No- 
<0.” 


In a fanguinary. Afthma, or what proceeds 
from a foul Mafs of Blood,,t athe. Panient is 
‘feldom free; though at fome:/Times much 
better than others. As when the Winds are 
Eafterly, the Patient foon finds a fenfible Al- 
— teration for the Worfe.- Nay, TL have been © 
told by thole that keep their. Beds, that they 
have been fenfible in a few. Minutes, whe 
the Wind has fhifted to the Eaft, they cough 
and {pit a digefted Matter. 

This Difeafe rarely feizes People before they 
are of an advanced Age ; toe is the Rea- 
fon it does not caufe ‘Confumptions ; for the 
‘Parenchyma, or Subftance of the Lungs,. is 
then grown fo very hard, that it rarely ade 
mits of Putrefaction, The. Cure of this. 
Jaft Afthma does not much vary from that in 
Confumptions. 
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{When it proceeds from a foul Mafs of — 
4a it ought to be treated as-in a Con- 
ees cee only purge once or twice a Week, 
with the Purge fet down in the Gout. 


Jaunpick, or IcTERus. 


“HIS is very vifible Front the Yellow- 
_ nefs of the Eyes and Skin, black Urine, 
-and white Stools, accompanied with great 
Sicknefs and Faintings, but little Pain. If the — 
Excrements are not White, it may be feared, | 
the Cafe is complicated, and it ‘proves a fymp- 
tomatical; Jaundice’; which is never to be 
cured by Ictericks, or fuch Medicines as are 
commonly. ufed in the Jaundice, | 

This Difeafe proceeds from an Obftruéion 
af the Duétus Coledochus, which leads from 
the Gall to the Inteftine Duodenum ; the 
' Bile not paffing there, leaves the Ordure 
white, which otherwife takes its Colour from — 


it; but mixing with the Blood, tinctures the - 


Skin ; as the Hair on the Head, or Body, 
takes its Dye from the Fluids. 

Paracelfus, in his Treatife De Signature 
Rerum, very much commends the inner Bark 
of Barberries, Turmerick, Rheubarb, and all 

od _ Plants 
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Plants of a yellow Caft, in the Cure of this: 
Difeafe. But they are too weak, as has been’: 
hkewife commends the Arbor Tremula in. 


fifficiently experienc’d long fince, 


Agues; the Pulmonaria Maculofa in Con- 


{umptions; Trachelium in fore Throats, and: 
Quinfeys; and fo goes on.——- I mention- 
this, to fhew on what weak Foundations we - 


often venture our [.ives. 
_ This Difeafe commonly Ends in fome vio- 
lent Hemorrage ; either by Urine, Stool, or 


a Vomica Pulmonum, which foon terminates - 
in ‘Death.- All this may be imputed to that’. 
Alkali Bile, which tears the very Arteries in: 


Pieces, and renders the Patient incurable. 


“* Only take eight Grains of Turbith Mi-- 
** neral, at Four or Five in the Afternegon, . 


‘¢ drinking thin Gruel, or Poffet-drink, be- 


***tween Motions:—— After four or: Eive™ 


‘¢ Days; repeat the Turbith as above. 


** In the intermediate Days take half a large. 
© Spoonful of Mynfichi?s Elixir of: Vitriol, in. 
halt a Pint of Spring Water, three Times: 
‘*-a Day.——This cures any original Jaun- - 


“© dice ] ever met with.’ 


At the Bath, l-have feen Gentlemen fo 
far gone in this Difeafe, that their Faces have = 
I have ~ 
been much concerned, to think how fmall a+ 
Progrefs has been made in the Art of Heal- - 


been of an exact Lemon-Colour. 


mes. 
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N. B. As to what the Dottor prefcribes for 
this Difiemper, I think much too harfo: There 
1s a much eafier and certain Way of curing the 

Diftemper , for the Turbith Mineral Jhocks the 
Body too much. -°Tis in my Opinion too violent 
a Vomit. 

The Method Itake,whicb has never yet fail’d, 

itis the ufe of Chalybiate Tartar, well guarded 

"vith Spices, and made into an Eleftuary with 
any proper Syrup, to be taken the Quantity of 
a Hellas three Times a Day. But before you 
_Ufe this, take a Dofe of tbe Ipecacuhana, to wafp . 

> your Bowels. — ?Tis a certain and |peedy 
“Cure. Indeed, in the Black faundice the es 
bith Mineral may be of ufé. 


ame 


SPO WBS or Nephrits, 


HE Stone is an exquifite Pain on the 
Ureters, or Neck of the Bladder.—— 

And is caufed:by a cold Stomach, hot Reins, 
and ill Digeftion; which fends Crudities into - 
' the Blood: “by the Lacteals. Thefe Crudities 
pafs to the Kidneys by the Emulgent Arte- 

' ies; and not being fo readily received by the 
--Emulgent Veins, make Lodgment in the Pel- 
See or Salles of the Kidneys, where, by | aa 

, eat 
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Heat, they foon petrify: And thus Gravel’is 
- formed; but never in the Bladder, as forme 
conceive. This Gravel, or {mall Stones, en-: 
tering the. Ureters, long. and narrow Pafia.. 

ges of exquifite Senfe, caufe great Pains, with: 
violent Vomitings ; and the fame again, when | 

they enterthe Neck of the Bladder and Ure-. 

thra:———he Patient frequently. complain-. 

ing’ of Pains in his Thigh, which Itake to: » 
proceed from the Mufcle Pjoas, w hich reaches: 
from the Reins thither. 

All the Relief we can shot is to dilate’ 
and lubricate the Urinal Paffages, that the 
Stone or Gravel may pafs with. lefs Difh- 
culty. 

if any of the fmall Gravel fhould aeciden- 
tally adhere to any Part of the Bladder, it 
‘like a Snow-ball collects the finer Part of 
the Sand,’tll,by its Weight, it falls from its Cy- 
ftison the Neck of the Bladder ; and then no- 
thing is to be done but Lithotomy, or Cut- 
ting. 


. Chis brings’ pera aga Refie elions on tite 
unhappy Patient, fince all the Endeavours of | 
Phyficians, Quacks, and Empericks, ‘to find 
outa Cure, have proved ineffectual, ; 
Many Trials have been made to find out 
Diffolvent for the Stone ; and fuch have Bi 
found out as will break the Stone, being, lid: 
- in your Hand. But as nothing. but an 
excrementitious Serum enters the. Bladder, 
the Powers of every Medicine mutt be vaftt, i 
ee Bea aac oes 
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weakened, before they reacly the Seat of the ~ 
Diftemper. 

There is little to be done.to eafe the Pa- 
- tient in the Fits, or Paroxyfms,. but to ufe’. 
fach Medicines as lubricate, and open the - 
Paflages ; by which Means the Stone or Gra-. 
vel wall ‘pafs more eafily. As Balfam of. 
Capivy, taking a large ‘Spoonful: inany Ve- 
hicle, “whether Wine or Water. I know it- 
isa common Method,.to-give {trong Diure-. 
ticks in fuch Cafes. Now, the Coats:, 
of the Ureters-being nervous,. by. fach.. Irri- ~ 
tations.contract t hemfel ves and hold the Stone - 
more, clofely.— Whereas the Weight of . 
the Urine. is fofficient to carry the Stone be-_ 
fore it, if the Paflages were fufficiently dila-. 
Apes (RESEND prefcribe the inmoft Coat of the - 
Gizzards of, Pidgeons finely powder’d, to be - 
taken Night and “Morning, one Scruple in a. 
Glafsof White-wine. Bu you may pleafe totry » 
one Ounce of Quick-filver every Morning for - 
one Month., Ihave known thisdo: Wonders. . 
Gly fters often afford fome Relief; .as Turpen-_ 
tine opened with,the Yolk of an Egg, and: 
Urine added to it. 
- *&."Take Peach-Leaves, in thet. Periettion.) 
*s and dry them in the Sun, then break them~. 
‘€ pretty {mall, andafe themas Tea; but only 
‘< half the Quintity. ay 

[.- have knawn it.to do very. extraordinary | 

Things j in the Gravel, and equally beneficial 
te Couty Perfons... 
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N. B. The Doftor argues with good Fudement 
in this Cafe: For, when: a Stone is once con~ 
Jirmd, it is impoffible to diffolve it in the Blad- - 
der, notwithftanding the many plaufible Preten-- 
ces.of the Empyricks. And when this is. the 
Cafe, all the Eafe the Patient .can have, is by - 
the Uje of the Opiates, aud.the only Cure is by Lis:.-~ 
thotomy. 


Pause£y,.or Paralyfis. 


. Am now entering on nervous Difeafes: A}- 

to that Part of them which compote: the - 
feveral Species of Palfey: It will be Matter » 
of no great Difficulty to- diftinguifh, and ex- . 
plainthem. Neverthelefs, fam fenfible, asf: 
Jaunch farther into this. Field, and treat of » 
nervous Difeafes at large, there will be greas 
Nicety required to-give their-feveral Defcrip- 
tions ; and make them fo plain, thatone may _ 
not be taken for the other; or even, thas. 
they may not be taken for acute Cafes; which . 
may prove of the worft.Confequence to the 


Patient... 
: FEEM inc 
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Hemipteciz, ov Hemiplexia. 


“VELES Species of tlie Palfey affects but - 

_ one Side, which is owing to the dou- — 
bine of the Dura Mater, called the Falx,by 
which the Brain is divided; fo that, unlefs: 
in extraordinary Cafes, the Paralyfis is feldom, 
met. with... The great. Author of Nature has. 
afforded:us Duplicates in almoft every Parti- 
cular ; fo that in cafe ene becomes ulelefs, or: 
Joft, yet the other in a great Meafure: fup- 
plies. the. Defect. Thus we have two Eyes, 
two Lobes of the Lungs, two Kidneys, two: 
‘Tefticles; fo that one Part remaining, Vifion, 
Refpiration,. Secretion, and-‘Generation, are all: 
performed. The Mahometan Women, in the 
greateft Part of A/a, deftroy one Tefticle :- 
No doubt they. find their Account.in it; be- 
caufe the Males make their Addreffes more 
frequently when their is a lefs Expence of 
Spirits at each Evacuation. 

The Hemiplegie and Paralyfis are both cu-. 
red by fuch Medicines as open the Obftruc- 
tions.of the Nerves; then the Animal-Spi- 
nits recover a free Paffage, and all Senfation. 
TACUIOS.. 
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In recent Cafes, this Diftemper is foon: 
cured. | ig OP 
I healed a Gentlewoman who was -feized: 


2 with. this Hemiplegie, falling down with an 


entire Lofs:of Senfe and Motion on one Side, 
inthe 7oth Year of her Age, and by what I 
order’d her; fhe was perfectly well in ten Days, 
and fo continued many Years.after.. | 

Many Inftances of the-like Nature I could 
produce, but they are at fome Diftance from. 


| London. 


Method of Gisres 


“¢ In this Cafe TI blifter the Arm, the Leg, 
“¢ and the Thigh of the Side affected. I 
** give Mercurius Dulcis, and Cinnabar : of 
* Antimony, each eight or ten Grains,which 


‘¢ I repeat every four or five Days. The in-. 
** termediate Days take Conferve of Roman: 


Wormwood, Conferve of the outward 
Rinds of Seville Oranges, each one Ounce 3 
- Angelica, Nutmegs, and Ginger candied, 
‘* each half an Ounce; Powder of Wake- 
‘¢ Robin three Drams, made into:an Ele€tu- 
“¢ ary with Syrup of Citron : Take the Quan- 
tity of a large Nutmeg in the Morning, 
‘* and at five of the Clock in the Afternoon ; 
drinking fix Spoonfuls of the following 
<¢ Tincture after.” 


6* Faker - 
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- ™ Take the Roots of Mafter-wort, Ele- 


** campane, Angelica, each one Ounce ; 
« © Tjeaves of Common Wormwood, Hore- 


<-~.%® hound, Germander,.. each’ one Handful 3 


*< Tops of Centaury and St. John’s-Wort, 
‘ each half an Handful; Juniper-berries 
“< two Ounces; the Rinds of nine Seville. 
*« Oranges; infufe thefe in three Quarts of 


ae 


*¢ White-wine, ftraining it off as you-ufe it, 


a 


* The fame Meéthod cures both Kinds of 
SAMALeys ini | | ip 
 N.B.. The Method the -Doétor prefcribes for. 
the Cure of this Diftemper, is very much to the - 
Purpofe, and cannot fail.of Succe/s. 


St. Vitus’s Dance, or Cho-- . 
rea Sanch Viti. 


Ep 1HIS isa Palfey of a more remifs Kind: 
» than the forementioned : I never knew - 
any but young Perfons feized with it. If ic 
begins in the Arm, it foon affects the Leg . 
on the fame Side; and fo vice ver/ad.. It ne- . 
ver wears off without proper Means. | 
This admits of the fame Method of Cure. - 
as..the Palfey. . pies 
‘ There. 


*& 
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There is another Species of the Palfey, : 


‘Known by the Name of the Shaking-Paljey: 


’Tis commonly the Effect of Old Age, In- 
temperance, or a Malum Stamen Vite: It 
ever proceeds .from a Deficiency of Animai . 
Spirits... 3 vote 


APOPLEX Y¥:. 


FHIS, of all others, deferves to: have a 
- Place amoneft the acute Difeafes. But, | 
as I am going to-defcribe thofe of the Head, 
this Diftemper, fo remarkable, and fo fatal, | 
cannot be omitted.: , i: 

Whatever affects the Head, muft be either - 


_ inflammatory, convulfive, or accidental; as _ 


from Contufions, Bruifes, and the like. 
The Patient inan Apoplexy falls fuddenly. 
to the Ground, deprived of all;Senfation and | 
Motion, aaa 
Some Phyficians place this.Diftemper. in 


_ the Center of the Brain ; but that, with Sub- 


miffion, can hardly account for the Effect it 
produces: Upon better Confideration, it will: 
appear, that both Brains muft be affected. | 
That the Cerebrum, or great Brain 1s fo, ap- 
pears from the Abolition of Senfe and Mo-. 
TION: . 


(40 J 

tion. That the Cerebellum, or little Brain, 
receives its Stroke likewife, is evident from 
the great Difficulty of Breathing the Patient 
labours under in this Difeafe : It being very 
juftly allowed, thar this Brain is the “Caufe 
of all involuntary Motions, of which. Breath- 
ing muft be one. *Tis not eafy to conceive 
that this Diftemper is focommon, as is pre- 
tended, when in more than forty-feven Years 
Pieetice,” I have met with no more than two. 
- _ Very, often the Denomination of this Di- 

feafe is given to Epilepfies, and many Times — 
— to high Hypocondriacal Effects. — 
There are two Caufes of Apoplexies : 


Blood extravafated in the cortical Part of. | 


the Brain; or*Corivulfions, that imimediately_ 
ebftruc the Animal Spirits. 

The firft of thefe is incurable, it being. 
Impoffible ‘to. draw the. extravafated Blood | 
off; the latter, by “proper Remedies, has. 
been often removed, and ee ie capste 


Method of bi 


‘© High Bleeding: may be of Ufe. Take 


er eS ie Mercurius Wolcis, Cinnabar of Anti- 


“ mony, each one Scruple, made into a Bo-- 
** Jus with Conferve of Hips. Give fuch 
Things as caufe Sneezing ; as the Root of: 
Hellebore, or the Leaves of Affarabacca. 
©. §© powder?d.. 


3 ee 


~ 
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eee powder’d. Bruife Garlick, which you may 


‘* apply to the Hand, Wrifts, andSoles of the 
“¢ Feet. Likewife give the Julep defcribed 


 * in the Convulfive Afthma, making it 
- _* very ftrong with Spirit of Sal Armo- 


**- niac. . 

N-B. What the Doéfor has bere preferibed, 
is well known to be of fovereign Efficacy. And 
when the Fit is over, avoid all. Sorts of {piri- 
tuous Liquors, and keep your. Body warm, but 


your Legs and Feet efpecially. 


f 


- FALLING-SICKNESS, or Epi~ 


shat’ lepfy. 


QHIS Diftemper muft be convulfive, it 
being impoffible for any inflammatory 


‘Difeafe to feize the Patient fo furprizingly ; 


for he would complain of Vertigoes, or great 
Pains in the Head, before the Paroxifm. 
Whereas it gives its Stroke without any pre- 
vious Symptom, much like an Apoplexy, and 
is too often taken for that Diftemper,. as I 
have before obferved. This affects likewife 


both Brains ; which is vifible from its taking 


_ away all Senfe and Motion, and. is attended. 


with, 


\ ae) 
with a Di/pnea, or Difficulty of Breathing, 
yet not fo great as in Apoplexies. 

It plainly differs from other convulfive Di- 
feafes ; fince in this Cafe the Patient always 
falls on his Back, and is thrown down with 
great Violence, foaming much at the Mouth. 

*Tis cured by proper Neuroticks ; little 
differing. from the Methods of Cure in other. 
Nervous Cafes. | 

During the Paroxyfm, what is prefcribed 
in the Apoplexy, _is not amifs, Bleeding ex- 
cepted. But to prevent Returns, take as pre- 
{cribed in the Convulfive Afthma. All Con-. 
vulfions proceeding pretty mucl+ from the 
~ fame Caufe, which we cal! an Ataxie, or ir- 
regular Motion of the Animal Spirits. : 

N. B. Befides what the Dottor preferibes in: 
this. Cafe, there is a Medicine which I. bave fre-- 
quently given-with good Succefs, which is Mifleto 
dried and’ powder’d, about a Scruple the Dofes 
in a Glafs of Hyfterick Water three Times a 
Day. 


HyroconpDRIACAL and Hy- 
STERICAL DISEASES, 


YFERE are-two different Names for the 
fame Diftemper ; nor can they be diftin- 
guifh’d otherwife than thus: What we call. 
Fypo-:- 
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_ Hypocondriacal in Men, we term Hyfterical 
in Women. I fhall enter only on Hyfterical 
Effects, becaufe they are more common, and 
‘more vifible in the finer Sex, 

| There is no Difeafe incident to Human 
_ Bodies but thefe Hyftericifms will counterfeis 
- fo exactly, that without the greateft Caution, 
the Phyfician muft be deceived. 

As when it feizes the Head, it caufes vio- 
Jent Pains, Vertigoes, ftrong Convuliions, 
with Depravation of Senfe; when it affects 

the Eyes, with Lofs of Sight for the Prefent, 
great Quantities of pure Waters iffuing from 
them. | 

When the Heart, Palpitations = 

When the Lungs, Succuffions, or Cough- 
ing; in fome much refembling the Barking 
of a Dog. | ys 

When the Gullet, or Exphagus, Suffoca- _ 
tion, with a great Swelling rifing up to the 
Throat. oe ce 
= When the Side, a Pleurify.... - 
| When the Stomach, Sicknefs, Pain and Vo- 
 miting. © 
When the Inteftines, the Cholick, often ac- 
- companied with a Diarrhee, or Loofnefs, _ 
When the Kidneys, and Neck of the Blad- 
der, it many Times caufes a total Suppref-. 
fion of the Urine, with Pains fo like thofe. 
caufed by the Gravel, or a Stone ; that ’tis. 
_impoffible, wifi a juvantibus & ledentibus, to, 

diftinguifh one from the other.. 
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When the Womb, all Diftempers appear 
that are incident to it; all the Mufcles-and 
Joints are affected with Swellings, followed 
with torturing Pains without Inflammation. 

Neither are the Teeth or Nails free: The 
‘Skin fhall be often affected, becoming hot 
and dry, as in a burning Fever. : 

The Scorbiculum Cordis, or Pit of the Sto~_ 
mach, is. very often much difordered with © 
Pains, Tremblings, and Sinkings, which of- 
ten caufe fudden Motions to make Urine; 
which is not only larger in Quantity than 
ufual, but pale, and clear as Water from a. 
Fountain. 

The Réafon why the Pit of the Stomach 
is fo generally affected, is, becaufe there is 
a Plexus, or Net of Nerves meeting there ;_ 
which is a plain. Indication..that all the fe- 
_verat Symptoms above- mentioned, are Ner- 
vous. 

I proceed to enquire into: the Caufe of fo 
great a Variety of Symptoms, which is from 
an Ataxie, as we call it, or an irrecular Mo- 

tion of the. Animal Spirits, which proceed 
from a Weaknefs of them ; fo that the leaft 
Noife, Surprize, Trouble, Anger, or any 
other Paffion of the Mind, immediately brings 
on the greateft Diforders ‘and Confufions, and 
makes the Patient prefently. blown up with 
Wind in almoft every Part. 

This Difeafe, which has the feveral Ap- 
pearances of almoft all acute Difeafes, with- 

out 
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out Matter or Corruption of the Fluids, 
makes me wonder that Phyficians fhould begin 
with Bleeding, Vomiting, Purging, and Blifter- 

ine; and after that have Recourfe to Fonta- 

‘fiels or Iffues; then Steel, Bitters, Opiates, 
and the like ; all directly contrary to the Pra- 
tice before fet down. Steel in Subftance is 

_very pernicious to human Bodies ; Bitters rare- 
ly have their defired Effects: Opiates only 
palliate, and at the fame Time give deeper 
Root to the Difeafe. The laft Remedies pre- 

_feribed are Bath Waters, which are really Good 
to repair decayed Spirits. 
- The only Help which can be adminiftred 

in this Diforder, 1s to fortify the Animal Spi- 

_ries, and ftrengthen the Genus Nervofum : 

Which is done by proper Neuroticks, Deop- ~~~ 

pilatives, and fuchas ftrengthen the Stomach, ~ 

and help Digeftion : In all thefe there are 

_ no Evacuations ; and yet it may be affirmed, 

_thefe are proper Remedies in the above-men- 

tioned Diftemper. . 

_ I fhall be very particular in my Account 

ef every Thing that I ever found was of any 
Relief, or of any Ufe in thefe Cafes ; which 

often proceeding from Diforders ofthe Womb : 

It is ‘of very great Import to fee that Nature 

does her Part ; that her Returns are Regular, 

neither abounding, nor too fparing ; either 

of which, often caufe Barrennefs. In the firft 

_ wfe this Method. . 


<< Blecd « 
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. *¢ Bleed twelve Ounces from the Arm, 
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three or four Days before the Return of 
Nature is expected. Take large Quanti-. 
ties of Mynjficht’s Elixir of Vitriol, halfa 
large Spoonful in half a Pint of Sprin 

Water, three or four times a Day ; or fe 
Eaton’s Styptick. Take of the Plaifter De 
Minio, and the Rupture-Plaifter, each a — 
like Quantity ; two or three Drams of the 
L.oadftone, finely powdered: Put this to 
the Reins of the Back, avoiding all Meats 
or Drinks that any way heat or inflame 
the Blood. ” 
Where Nature is wanting, ufe the follow- 


‘ing Receipt: 


‘© Take Salt of Steel one Ounce, Extra& 
of Rue; make thefe into Pills : Take one 
coing to Bed, and another in the Morn- 
ing: So increafe, till you take five Pills 
Night and Morning,, drinking three: or 
four Spoonfuls of the Julep prefcribed in 
the Convulfive Afthma; or take Myn- 
ficht’s Tincture of Steel, and Elixir Pro- 
prietatis, each a like Quantity. ‘Of this 
you may take a large Spoonful in half a 
Pint of Spring Water, firft in the Morn- 
ing, and at Five in the Afternoon, for a 
Month: Weara‘Galbanum Plaifterto your _ 
Navel. The Pills and Juleps in the Con-. 
valfive Afthma, taken and repeated every 
two or three Hours, when the Symptoms 
areat the higheft, foon puta Stop to nae 
| The 


\ 
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#¢ ‘The Indians at the Molucco Ifand, and the 
<¢ Ladies at Smyrna, often take Quick-filver, 
~** asa Remedy again{ft Barrennefs. An Ounce 
‘© may be taken once a Day for a Month or 
(a4 two. 33 ; , : 

N. B. The Doétor argues with a great deal of 
Fudgment on this Diftemper, and bis Prefcrip- 
tions are no lefs to the Purpofe, containing every 
Thing that is proper to flrengihen the Nerves. 


GREEN-SICKNESS, or 
Chlorofis. | 


HIS Difeafe is incident to the Female 

Sex only ; and that for the moft part 

in the Time of their Virginity. This for- 
merly appeared near the ufual Time of the 
coming of the Menftrua+ But fince Mothers 
_ have been fo foolifhly defirous for nice Shapes 
_ for their Children, and in their tender Years, 
have laced them fo very ftrait, they have not 
only brought this Diftemper on more early, 
but caufed great Crookednefs and Deformity 
of Body. ‘To go further ; it fo depraves the 
_ Juices of the Stomach, that the true Appetiti- 
ons of Nature are wholly loft ; for what good 
Stomach would choofe to eat Leather ot old 
: Trunks, 
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Trunks, Woollen or Linen Rags, Cork, Nut- 
fhells, and almoft every Thing that a healthy 
Stomach would naufeate ? 

- This Diftemper is attended with great Pains 
in the Stomach, Shortnefs of Breath, with an 
Averfion to all manner of Motion. For thefe 
Reafons, one would think all Mothers fhould 
become avowed Enemies to lacing their Daugh- 
‘ters, till they are about twelve Years old, at 
fooneft ; * and not to act as if that wife Being, 
who formed us fo perfect in the Womb, was 
ignorant how to model and fhape us while we 
are growing to Years of Maturity. 

The ill Confequences that daily attend this 
Practice, might be theught fufficient to deter. 
Parents from it. . 

Let Mankind take a View of barbarous 


Countries, as I have done-; contemplate thofe — 


People, where God and Nature have only; — 


been : Obferve in what Order and Delicacy 


their Mufcles are placed ; how ftrong their: q 
-Bodies\; how taper their Limbs. There are . 
no full Shoulders, norgummy Thighs or Legs, 


nor any Deformity : All Parts are gonfpicuous, 
fince the Natives have no more Cloathing, than 
what our Firft Parents had during the fhort 


Time ( 


* The Door obferves, that one of the beft Remedies 


for this Diftemper, is to give the Patient every Morning — 


half an Ounce of Quick-filver, and continue the fame 
Dofe every Day for a Fortnight or three Weeks ; it opens 
all Obfirutions, and makes a pure Balfom of the Bleod. 


NAO TN 


Time of their hndtence In fome Places, they 
have not fo much as a Fig- Leaf to conceal the 
Diftinctions of either Sex. 
a ee Reader muft pardon a fhort Digreffi- 
: Since Mention has been made of Mothers. 
i can’t but obferve, how religioufly they re- 
ftrain their Children from eating green Fruit, 
from a Notion that it breeds Worms : How-: 
ever fingular J may appear in my Qpinion, I 
hold the contrary to be true; green Fruit be- 
ing rather a great Deftroyer of Vermin. 
°Tis Ripe Fruits that breed Worms; for 
it is manifeft all animal Corruption turns to 
Vermin ; and the fame in vegetable Putrefacti- 
on, Now ripe Fruits being the lait Fermenta- 
‘tion of Perfeétion, or rather the firft of Putre- 
faction, the Vermicular Ovaria muft be very 
pregmant 5 which, when recived ina depraved 
ach, may prove as proper a Nidus for 


their. Mivification, as the Corruption in which - ci 


they are inveloped. : 
: é moft offenfive and moft dangerous of 
: of Vermin, #e not vilible to the. 


ayer 
“For. Yome Years’ aft paft I have not f ea- 


fily affented to fe..ral received Opinions im 


natural Philofophy, as many others have done, 


who are ready Furare in verba alicujus Magi- 


fri, but have thoroughly weighed and confi- 
dered them fo far as to be convinced that they. 
are, forthe Generality, falfe: I fhall fet down 
one vulgar Error more. 

" . ?Tis 
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“Tis a,generally received Notion, nay, e-. 
ven amongft many Gentlemen of the Faculty, 
that Quickfilver is Po foi: Iffuch Perfonsare ~ 
not afhamed of their being no better natural 
Philofophers, I have no Reafon to be under 
Confufion of Face for them. 7 
Yheir Opinion is a Sign they have travelled ° 
- far at home. 
Let them take a Trip to Hungary, and vi- 
fit the Mines where the Quickfilver is dug ; 
they may there fee Slaves working entirely 
naked, to prevent the ftealing this precious 
Jelly of Metals, as it may be called ; yet 
every Day {wallow fo much that they buy a 
§Choppin of Drink with it at Night. : 
Several Phyficians have enquired of my Pa- | 
tients, To what End do I give it ? Wherein 
can the Efficacy or Power of it confift? Ifthey 
do not know, what follows may ferve for In- 
ftruction. ‘: 
Firft, it fecures the Patient from all Ver- 
micular Difeafes ; of which no Practitioner can 
be fufficiently apprife@s that has not {pent fome 
‘Time in hot Climates. 
Next, it opensall Obftructions, which are fup- 


: _ pofed to be another general Caufe of Difeafes. 


Laftly, it makes a pure Balfam of the Blood 
‘beyond all other Things in the Creation. O- 
therwife, why cannot Venereal Ulcers be cured 
without it ? We often fee thofe Sores in a Sa- 
livation grow well without the Help of a Sur- 


CON ; ne 
& I defire 
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I defire to know, Why I am calfed the 
Quickfilver Doctor, by way of Derifion? Pray 
do not you, Gentlemen Phyficians, Surgeons, 
and Apothecaries, prefcribe it almoft every Day 
of your Lives? T aver, you do. Only you dif- 

-guife it; and I give it in fuch an open honeft 
’ Manner, that my Patient cannot be deceived — 
in taking it. Let me afk you, What is your 
fEthiops Mineral] ? Is it not Quickfilver ground 
~ to a black Powder, with Brimftone ? and inas 
great Efteem with you as any of your Medi- 
- cines ? A very ingenious Phyfician fays, This 
4s like ftrikinga Man with your Sword in the 
Scabbard ; and were it poffible to have found a 
worfe Menftruum than Sulphur, I do not know 
“whether it ought not even then to have been 
tried. Certainly this Medicine fhews a more 
thancommon Virtue, which can thus power- 
fully exert it felf, when bound down by fo 
contrary a Quality. | Sin 
_ A Patient of mine, a Gentleman of Repu- 
tation and Figure, was lately taking of Quick- 
filver by my Direction. *He told me, one of 
the moft eminent Phyficians here in Town, faid 
he was very forry to hear that I had put him 
under-a Courfe of Quickfilver, and affirmed it 
to be the moft dangerous Medicine in the whole 
World ; advifing him by all means to leave it 
off. When this Gentleman at the fame time 
was intimately acquainted with a Perfon, who 
had the fame Indifpofition with his own, and 
had Quickfilver prefcribed him by this very 
: C'2. Doctor. 
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Door. He told me, befides, in what manner 
he gave it; which a Man who had ftudied 
Phyfick only.a Month, would have thought ° 
no fmall Reflection upon his Judgment. I-wifh 
-amy Patient would have given ine his Name, it 
fhould have been put down in Words at full 
Length, for the general Good ef Mankind. 


{ Read the Second Part of the Hofpital Surgeon, 
of the Nature and Virtues of Quickfilver.] — 


Bello, the Author of this Book, calls it 
the Miracle of Nature, and the greateft Gift 
of God in the whole Materia Medica, | 

I appeal to the Reader, if fuch a Perfon as 
I lately mentioned, deferves the Title of Doc- 
tor. As for my Part, though I am but a poor 
Batchelor in Phyfick, I fhall for ever fcorn fo - 
mean, fo difhonourable a Behaviour. | 

But concerning the Ufe of Quickfilver, fee 
‘the following Paragraphs taken out of the 
‘Writings of two learned Phyficians, which 
awill convince the World that I am not fingle » 
in the good Opinion I have of Quickfilver. 
‘© JT have found the continual Ufe of Aéthi- 
ops Mineralis to be not only fafe, but al- 
ways effectual ; which is generally poftpon- 
ed to the other Preparations of Mercury 
upon this Account only, becanfe it is the 
moft eafily prepared of them all. Thus the 
Operation of- Quickfilver holds univerfally _ 
the fame ; which, however conftantit may 
“* be, hinders not yet in the leaft, but that | 

& Quickfilver — 
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Quick fiver may be endowed alfo with o,- 
ther Properties for it not only opens oh- 
ftructed Veffels, but alfo as yi bee blunts: 
the Points of Acids. 


Friend’ s Brinslen, Chap. xiv 


*¢ In Aéthiops Mineral, and Cinnabar of 
Antimony, the Mercury is fo bridled up 
by the Sulphur, that none of their fenfible 


Operations and Appearances are felt, while 
they produce wonderful Changes in the 
Body. I cannot pafs over Hthiops Mineral 


without preffing its more univer {al Ufe there- 


in, for ought I know, than it has yet had 


in common Practice. It is one of the moft 
certain and univerfal Alteratives, if dofed 
fufficiently, and Jong enough perfifting in,. 
of all the eee y. It radically extir- 


- pates the Itch, Piles,. fcorbutic and fcro- 


phulous Ulcers. All cutaneous Foulneffés 5 
all Inflamations and Fluxions of the Eyes ;- 
all internal Ulcers, Rheumatilms,. White 
Swellings, fharp Humours in the Stomach. 

and Guts; and almoft all Diftempers ari- 


fing from fizy Juices I fay it cures tl efe, 
“af Art can do ir. It may be given almoft to 


half an Ounce a Day, efpé cially. with inter- 
fperfed Mercurial Purges, without Trouble,. 


* or any fenfible Operation, and may be con- 


tinued a Twelyemonth, if one pleafes. iF 
have had frequent Occafion of trying the 
Be ttops in different Cafes, fince the firf 
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Edition of my Treatife, and never with- 
out Succefs. Amongft others, I tried it up- 
on a Perfon of an exceeding grofs corpu- 
lent Habit, who had paffed the Meridian 
of Life, for a fpreading, foul, fcorbutic 
Ulcer, which had affected the whole Ancle, 
for more than a Span Length quite round, 
and was pretty deep in the Outfide. | 

He took three Drams, made up with Syrup 
of Lemons, twice a Day for four Months 
fucceffively, anda gentle Mercurial Purge 


‘ once in ten Days: This, with a low cool 


Diet, and proper Dreffings, healed it quite - 
up, when it was generally thought, fcarce 
any Medicine, efpecially fo eafy a one, — 
would ever finifh fuch a Cure in. fuch a.- 

Conftitution. The A®thiops was taken — 
without ever Difguit, Trouble, or Inter- 


‘ ruption of Bufinefs ; and it was obfervable, 


(and it is for the fake of this Obfervation — 
chiefly that I mention this Inftance, ) that _ 
the very /Ethiops itfelf, after the -Body _ 
had been fully replenifhed with it, in two, 
Months Time, forced itfelf through the 
found Part of the Leg and Chin, and - 


- ftuck to thofe Parts of the Plaifter that co- 
-vered them, in its proper Subftance and 


Colour ; which fhews how readily this Me- 
dicine paffes through the fmall Vefiels of 
the Glands. This very Method never fails 
to cure Opthalmia’s, even {crophulous ones; 
and is a moft certain Remedy in an pe 
GG ra} 
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*© of the Bladder, as I have always found, if 
_ ** given ina fufficient Dofe, and perfifted in 
*¢ a fufficient Time. ” 


Cheyne’s Effay on the Gout» 
Edit. 2. pag. 48, &c. 


Much may be faid to fhew the Impoffibility 
of Quickfilver doing any Damage to the Pati- 
ent ; what gives offence to Nature, is what 
we term Spiculze, Points. or Edges. Nows. 
Quicktilver always retaining a globular Figure, 
together with the Softnefs of its Body, no 
Harm can happen from the Ufe of it; only 
this I would advife the Patient, that he get a 
fmall Crucible, put into it the Quantity of 2 
Piftol-Bullet of Quickfilver, fet the Crucible 
on the Fire, if any of the foft Metals are put | 
to it, they will remain, and the Quickfilver 
fly off. Note, a Pound of Lead cofts two: 
Pence, and a Pound of Quickfilver eight or 
ten Shillings ; the Profit that arifes may be one’ 
 Caufe of its Adulteration, and another to bring; 
the Medicine into Difrepute. 

But let him take particular Care not to hang, 
his Head over it, -for the Effluvia area Poifonm 
of the moft fubtile Nature. 

Now, does any Thing fo ufeful, fo benefi- 
cial to Mankind, deferve to be fo much ex- | 
ploded, and treated with fo much Calumny ” 


- But amoneft all their falfe Infinuations, let 


_ them bring one fingle Inftance, well attefted,. 
ef the Damage any one has received from it.. 
C 4 Though: 


; Lesa ye | 
Though I believe there never was a Medicine 
given, but fometimes has proved not only de- 
trimental to the Patient, but even Death itfelf 
has enfued, efpecially when mifapplied : Wit- 
nefs the fo much celebrated Ga/coin’s Powder, 
which occafions yearly the Lofs of many thou- 
fand Subjects to the Crown. I aver, Quick- 
filver never did any Harm to the Patient, 
which is more than can be faid of any other 
Medicine. ‘abe | . 

There is anothér prevailing Opinion, That 
Acids are the Caufe of almoft all Difeafes : 
Whereas they are not Hable to Corruption, 
therefore muft keep the Fluids pure, and with- __ 
out any Contamination ; nor can they be the - 
Caufe of any Fever, becanfe they are the. 
greateft Coolers we know of, neither can they 
be the Caufe of any cutaneous Eruption; be- 
caufe EF know by Experience (as I could bring 
many to teftify ) that they area very power- 
ful and effectual Remedy againft fuch Diftem-. 
pers. | | | % 

IT know no Method more proper than what. 

_ 4s laid down in the foregoing Chapter, to re- 
{tore Nature when it is in a declining State. 


‘Kine’s-Eviz, or Scrofula. 


S either Hereditary, or Accidental ; is feat- 
ed in the Blood, and ufually defcends to 
the Children, if either of the Parents ever 


had it, 
Cie This. 
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This Difeafe is feldom met with, but in: 
young People. It generally appears firft in 
the Glands of the Throat, with hard Swel-- 
__ lings of a livid Colour; flow in coming to a 
Maturation, bearing the Touch without much. 
Oneafinefs, being attended with lefs Pain 
and Sorenefs, than any. other Ulcer of what. 
Kind foever, _ | 

The Accidental’ proceeds from any old 
Ulcer that has been long in curing, or frorn 
any Inflammation of the Eyes; which bhave . 
_obferved in a very fhort Time to become: 
fcrofulous. es 

The Hands, Feet, or any other Part may 
be affected with it.. Before the Patient comes 
_ to be twenty-five Years of Age, ’tis rare but 
_ this Diftemper naturally wears off. I. was. 
_ fome Years fincecalled to a Merchant’s Son: 
m this City, about fix. Years old: He had. , 
this Difeafe, in a violent Degree, in his pri-- 
vate Parts, which were {welled to a prodgious: 
Size; and at the fame Time, affli¢cted‘with no» 
lefs thad feven Ulcers ; I ordered’ hima Diet. 
Drink ; upon taking.of which, the Swelling. 
abated, and the Ulcers grew well, without. 

any other Application than dry Lint... 
_ The Spring following, this Diftemperthreat-- 
_ ned a Return; but upon the Repetition of rhe. 
Diet-drink, he was perfectly recovered, 


Gp ae ha" on 


1s We SES See woe May Tee i 
wo Te ae 
3 e ey 
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A Receipt io cure the Evil. 


¢¢ Take Mercurius Dulcis one Dram, An- 
“< timony revived half a Dram: You may 
“¢ give of this Medicine three, four, or five | 
“¢ Grains, according to the Age or Strength 
*¢ of the Patient. Take thistwice a Week.” | 

In_the intermediate Days, ufe the Diet- 
_ Drink following : | 
) The Diet-Drink.. 


s* Take of the Leaves of Senna half a 
«6 Pound, the Root of Monks Rheubarb fe- 
~ yen Ounces, the Roots of the fharp-pointed 
“* Dock, the Roots of Polypody of the Oak, 
of each four Ounces, the Roots of Mize- — 
_ “ pion, three Ounces and a. half, Rue leav’d,, — 
«é. Whitlow-Grafs, three Handfuls, Rinds of 
*« Oranges dried, fix Ounces, crude Anti- 
““ mony, grofly powder’d, one Pound: Slice | 
*« and brurfe thefe, then put them in a Bag, 
sand boil them in four Gallons and a_ half — 
“¢ ef midling Drink to three Gallons: Take 
«* half a Pint every Morning, encreafing or 
 Jeflening the Dofe, aceording to its Ope- © 
*¢ vation.. By this very Method, Lhave cu- 
&& red great Numbers.” . ; 
N.B. I have known feveral that. were cured — 
By the Dotior, by thefe Prefcriptions ; and where — 
they were applied, I have not found one Patient — 
fail of a. Cures, : 


ELREPHANs 
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ce 


ELEPHANTIASIS. 


HE worft, and moft obftinate of cuta~ 

~ neous Difeafes: ’Tis Vermicular. 

This Species of Eruption does not always: 
appear the fame; fometimes it breaks out like: 
fmal! Boils of feveral Colours ; fome yellow, 
fome again white, and others: of a livid Com-. 


_plexion. This laft Sort fometimes brings off 


the Patient’s Nails. I had a Gentlewoman,. 
in this Town, in this miferable Condition ; 
yet, ina fhort Time, fhe was perfectly. well... 
In fome,. this Diftemper appears in an infinite 
Number of Water-bladders, from whence if- 
fues great Quantities of a falt briny Matter, 


of fo corrofive a Quality, that where it falls,. 


it excoriates.. Salivation,; in thefe Cafes, has. | 
been tried without Succefs; yet the Diftem.- 
per yields to: Remedies in no refpect violent. 


Leprosy of the Greeks, or 
Lepra Grzecorum.. 


"Tis Is appears in: a broad white Scale,, | 


furrounded’ with a fmall Circle of Red, 
“but almoft even with the Skin ; which, as. . 


People grow in Years, for the moft part géts: 


. Ground ;, 
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_ Ground ; fo that in Procefs of Time the Pa- 
tient becomes very uneafy. This Difeafe is 
rarely cured, becaufe the Nature of it is for 
the moft part miftaken, by reafon Phyficians 
fuppofe it to proceed from an acid Quality in _ 
the Fluids : For which Reafon, they pour in 
. Alkalious Remedies of all Sorts, which only - 
add to the Matter of the Difeafe. Now, if — 
any Perfon defires to, be fatisfied of this Mif- 
take, I will venture to give fuch Proof of it, 
as fhall be convincing from the Experience of 
many Learned Men, that there is no Acid-of 
any Kind in the Fluids; as Pitcairn fays, the 
famous, Mr. Boyle afferts.. Sir Fobn Colebatch’s. 
Experiment with the Syrrup of Violets, is fuf- 
ficient to go. no: farther.. Doctor Borehaave is. 
wm the fame Way of Thinking. ° 
But why fhould Men of Art be fo averfe 
to Cold Bathing in this Cafe? The J/raelites 
were famous for an itchy feabby People; and — 
the only Remedy we find they made ufe of, 
was Immerfion in cold Water. 

Phyficians ebjeét, Fhat the Immerfion in. 
cold Water, in cutaneous Cafes, has often 
thrown this corrupt, Matter on the Lungs, — 
and caufed Confumptions. If they can make 
_ this appear from. one fingle Inftance, it may: 


give fome Satisfaction as to what they affert - 


though it will be far from proving thew Con- 

_ elufion to be true.. What they fay af Cold 
Bathing, is very. different from what I have 
experienced in Practice, and from my Way | 
~ef Thinking. iad 
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Upon the Patient’s Immerfing in the: moft 
_ intenfe cold Water that can poffibly be found, 
all the Heat is flung from the Surface of the 
_ Body, into its moft inward Parts ; when the 
Patient comes out, the Heat returning from 
whence it came, performs its Motion with 
that Elafticity and Force, that it fills the 
_ Skin with vaft Numbers of cutaneous Spots 5 
by which the Blood becomes much finer, and 
_ thofe corrupt Parts of the Fluids are difcharged. 
For the Truth of this, I appeal to every one 
that immerfes in very cold Water. : 
It maybe farther prefumed, ‘That whereas 
the Patient often complains of flying Pains in. 
_ the Mufcles, which occafion a great Innabili- 
ty to Motion. This Diforder, generally fpeak- 
_ ing, is caufed from. Wind, blowing up the | 
_ Mufcles beyond their due Tenfion : {n which © 


Cafe, they will receive Benefit, not only from. ——- 


_ the cold Quality of the Water, but more from 
the Weight of it, which preffes the Mufcles 
_ into.their due Places ; fo that you find your: - 
 felf inftantly fitter for Motion. 
In fome Parts of fia, as foonas.any one ~ 


| complains of Painsin their Mufcles, and Bones, 


_. their Friends immediately throw them on the 
_ Ground, and kneel on them; at length, by - 
; _ prefing their Mufcles, they are fenfible of Re- 
Bclict.:,: tame 
_ -Thave dwelt the longer on this Head, becaufe 
 F would have Cold Bathing grow as univerfal,, 
/ a9.E hope Jnaculation in a fhort Time ee 
Ca Ae As 
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~ And now I have mentioned Innoculation, I 
fhould think it unpardonable, if I fhould take: 
no Notice of her Majefty, as a great Promot-. 
er and Encourager of this Practice. I believe 
the World will readily allow me, that her Ma-. 
jefty is as much fuperior in her Underftanding, 
_ to the Generality of her Sex, as fhe is fuperi- 
orto them in that Station in which Providence: 
fo happily, for Mankind, has placed her. How 
many are there that are ready to run into any 
Mode or Fafhion, tho” never fo extravagant,. 
if it has but the Sanction of the Great ! Let. 
fuch, on this Occafion, imitate their Queen.. 
Is it poffible, they can be folicitous in Matters. 
ofa trifling Nature, and fhew little or no Re- 
gard to what is of infinite Importance to Man-. 
kind? Inoculation is as beneficial an Invention: 
in every Refpect, as either this Age, or any 
of the preceding ones have produced: Yet,. 
what is very furprizing, it meets with little: 
Encouragement from the Ladies. Is Beauty,. 
that arrives to fuch a Perfection in an Englifp- 
Climate, of fo little Importance, that it is be-- 
neath our Care? What miferable Havock,. 
what terrible Changes has this one Diftemper- 
produced in the moft lovely and amiable Part: 
of the Creation ? ‘The Ladies may poffibly: 
fmile to hear a Man ‘of Severity ufe fuch warm | 
Expreflions, but will venture to. fay with Mr.. 
Dryden, ‘That ave | ; 


Old. 


:. eR i ig 
. Old as Iam, for Ladies Love unfit, 
The Power of Beauty I remember yet. 


- I therefore lament the fmall and inconfiderable 
Progrefs which Inoculation has.as yet made in. 
Great Britain. i | 
As.to that ridiculous Afperfion fome People 
have caft upon it, by calling it a Tempting of 
God, and bringing Difeafes upon ourfelves : 
This, toa thinking Perfon, muft appear fo 
frivolous, that it fcarcely deferves an An{fwer. 
Is there one fingle Paffage in the whole facred 
Writings, that reftrains Mankind from anti- 
cipating an Evil, by making ufe of the proper 
Precautions for preventing it ? If thefe {crupu- 
lous. Gentlemen, whofe Confciences were not. 
always fo ftrait-laced, will produce me but - 
ene fingle Inftance of an abfolute Prohibition 
from Things of this Nature, I will readily 
acquiefce, and willingly retract my Error, F 
beg my Reader’s Pardon for fo long a Digreffi- 
on; but I hope, the Importance of the Sub- 
ject will fufficiently atone for it. Ecan affure 
them, what has been faid on this Occafion, is. 
not from any View to my own private Inte- 
reft, but merely out of Regard to the general: 
Good of Mankind.. Gl 
N. B. What the Dottor bere mentions con- 
_ eerning Cold Bathing in cutaneous Cafes, is un- 
 doubtedly of great Uje but as he tmmediately 
falls into bigb Recommendations of Innoculating 
the Small Pox, L cannot avoid diffenting oot 
nS: 
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bis Opinion in that Affair, becaufe many of nry 
Acquaintance have dyed who underwent the Ope- 
ration, and many more may fuffer by the like 
seattle 


Branny It cH, or Pruritus 
Farinus. 


(bs Sort of Eruption is much like Bran, 
from whence it takes it Name. ’Tis 
pretty univerfal, {preading all over the Body 
and Limbs, but is much eafier cured than ei- 
ther of the former. 

*Tis cured by the fame Method: with the 
_Leprofy of the Greeks; that is, by oe 
. ones si in es Water,. 


~[t cH or Pruritus.. 


His is the moft common of all’ the cus 
taneous Diftempers, very much: infeft+ 
ing the Sea-Coatts. sy England, Scotland and 
Ireland , and is very contagious.. It is caufed: 
generally by Filthinefs, and feeding much up- 
on Fifh. This even the illetarate allow to be 


vermicular, In hot Climates 1 have feen the | 
- Vermin: | 


CO 

_ Vermin moving in the Puftles. The Reme- 
dies which are ufed, undeniably prove the 
Difeafe to be very virmicular ; for all Mercu- 


rial Ointments and Wathes, nay, a Quickfil- ~ 


~ ver Girdle, are the common Remedies; and 
‘we know nothing that fo infallibly deftroys 
Worms as Mercury. 

Note, While thefe are apply’d outwardly, 
Flower of Brimftone taken inwardly helps much 
to forward the Cure. 


_ I fhall now proceed to give a Defcription 
of moft of the Acute Difeafes amonegft us, as 
Ihave done of the Chronic 3 except a Lethar- 
gy, which proceeds from too moift a Brain, 
~and needs no Defcription. 


Awash to cure the Ircu. 
es Take one Quart of Spring Water, diffolve 


in it one Dram of Sublimate, Cream of Tar-  _... 


tar, half an Ounce: Wath the Puftles over ~ 


your Linnen, and three Nights at fartheft, 
you fhall be well. ’Tis neceffary at leaft to 
© purge. Tlikewife recommend Bleeding, ” 
Note, This Wath is of fo cleanly a kind, and 
of fo great Efficacy in Cure of this Difiemper, 
that many Perfons about London get tolerable 
 Liveliboods by it. . : 


£ 
“© with this at N ight going to Bed: Change 


PLAGUE 


CORR 


PLACUE, or Pettis. 


W SHALL begin with what the Learned 

Dr. Willis fays of it. Natura peffis miaf- 
mate virulento &S {piritual fundatur, a quo Effiu- 
wia vaporofa quaque verfus diffufa adeo potenter 
fe explicant, ut vel ex minimo feminario feracem 
mortis & exitit fegetem cito propagent. ee ty 

By this he only defigned to defcribe after 
what Maner the Infeétion is conveyed ; which 
feems very reafonable. Take the Defcription 
of this Diftemper as follows: | | 

It begins as all other Fevers do, with In- 
termiffions of Heat and Cold ; the Symptoms _ 
are higher than in any other Fever ; intenfe 
Thirft, violent Vomitings, Pains in the Head, 
Back, Joints, and all over the Mufcles, a to- 
tal Failure and Proftration of all Strength and 
Ability ; as if there was, asin Reality there is, 
a general Mortification of all the Fluids enfu- 
ing. 

‘The Appearances, which come on in a few 
Hours, are what we call Petechiz, or black. 
‘Spots ; with a Bubo or Inflammatory Swelling. 
in the Groin, or fome other of the Emunéto-. 
ries. 

This Difeafe is very foon at a Crifis, in 

| three: 
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three or four Days at the fartheft, but gene- 
rally fooner. 

When we took the two Cities of Guaiaquil, 
under the Line, inthe South-Seas it happened, 
that not long before the Plague had raged a- 
mongft them, For our beeter Security there- 
fore, and keeping our People together, we iay 
in. their Churches ; and likewife brought thi- 
ther the Plunder of the Cities: We were very 
‘much annoyed with the Smell of dead Bodies. 
Thefe Bodies could hardly be faid to be buri- 
ed; for the Spaniards abroad ufe no Coffins, 
but throw feveral dead Bodies one upon ano- 
ther, with only a Draw-Board over them ; fo 
that ’tis no Wonder we received the Infection. 
Ina very few Days after we got on Board, 
one of the Surgeons came to me to acquaint 
me, that feveral of my Men were taken af- 
ter a violent Manner with that Languor of 
Spirits, that they were not able to move. I 
immediately went among them, and, to my 
great Surprize, foon difcerned what was the 
- Matter. In lefs than forty eight Hours ‘we 
_ had in our feveral Ships one hundred and eighty 
_ Men in this miferable Condition. 
I ordered the Surgeons to bleed them in 
both Arms, and to goround to them all, with 
_ Command to leave them bleeding till all were 
blooded, and then come and tie them up in 

‘their Turns. Thus they lay bleeding and faint- 
ing, fo long, that Icould not conceive they could 
 Tofe lefs than an hundred Ounces each Man. | p 

. i 
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If we had loft fo great a Number of our 
eople, the poor Remains muft infallibly have 
perifhed. began to confider, that the Plague 
was no more than a Fever of the moft exalted 
Kind ; and fo Duro huic nodo durior adbuc cu- 
news adbibendus. A Fever wé define to be Aufta 
fanguinis Fermentatio fanguint (3. bumoribus in- 
dua. The only Intention of Healing, muft 
be.to abate that preternatural Fermentation, 
and refift Putrefa@iion, which muft be by large 
Quantities of cooling and diluting Liquors. 
We had on Board Oil and Spirits of Vitriol 
fufficient ; which I caufed to be mixed with Wa- 
ter to the “Acidity of a Lemon, and made them 
drink very freely of it 5 fo that notwithftand- 
ing we had one hundred and eighty odd down. 
in this moft fatal Diftemper, yet we loft no 
more than feven or eight ; and even thefe ow- 
ed their Deaths to the ftrong. Liquors which 


_ their Mefs-Mates procured for them. 


They had all Spots, which in the great. 
Plague they call Tokens 5 few or none of the 
Spaniards efcaped' Death that had them 3° but 
my People had them, and Buboes too. = 
_ Now if we had had Recourfe to Alexiphar- 
micks, fuch as Venice Treacle, Diafcordium, 
‘Mithridate, and fuch like good-for-nothing 
‘Compofitions, or the moft celebrated Gafeoin’s S 

Powder, or Bezoar, I make no Queftion . at. 


all, | 


Pally confidering the Heat of the Climate, but 


~ we had loft every Man. * 
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 *Tis furprizing to me that Phyficians can 


; read fo many Authors, and overlook the moft 


-reafonable Rules for the Good and Preferva- 


tion of Mankind, and imbibe Principles, 


which, were it not for fear of giving Offence, 


I fhould fay, are contrary to Common Senfe ; 
I fhall inftance in one more remarkable than all 
the reft. itl Wabi 

The firft Axiom that is laid down by Ri- 


_verius in his ‘Theraputic Part of his Inftitutes, 
is, Omnis curandi Methodus a primo boc & ge- 


neralifimoe principio defumitur, contraria contra- 


wus curantur. 


Galen fays, No Rule in the Mathematicks 
is more certain than this. I have had more 
than Forty Eight Years Experience to back 


this Affertion, and in the worft Climates. 


Read the Man whofe Reafon was much 
fuperior to mine, the honeft and good Dr. 


Sydenham, and fee if the Rule above wasnot 
- his Guide. - 


_ * The Doétor is againft the Ufe of Alexipharmicks for tbe 


Plague in violent Hot Countries ; yet we are well affured 
by many noted Authass, who lived In the Time of the 
great Plague in London, that by the ufe of Alexipharmicks 


-feveral Hundreds were cured, and this proved of no lefgs 


Advantage to the People of Mar/eilles, when that Place 
was lately infected with that direful Diftemper ; but indeed 
the Dotor’s Scene was near the Line, where Alexiphar- 
ticks could not be altogether fo beneficial as in our cooler 
Climates, f , 
| Sennerius 


; Saint 
Ce ON 
Sennertus alfo in his Inftitutes fays, Quicquid 

curatur curatur contraris.  . 

This very Rule has been fo little regarded, 
that a Phyfician of this Town offered to lay 
Five Hundred Pounds with me, that I did not 
produce fuch an Axiom; but as he grew 
cooler, he thought better of it. By thisitap- . 
pears, how little Notice is taken of the moft 
ufeful Rules in the Art of Healing. 

If it fhould pleafe God to afflict us with this 
Difeafe, fome Perfons muft be under no {mall 
Concern to procure a fufficient Quantity of 
-Cantharides ; for if it fhould fo happen that 
People went to their Graves with whole Skins, 
then the moft fovereign Remedy would be o- 
mitted. Now this great Catholicon does not — 
only poifon and inflame the Fluids, but draws _ 
off the purer Part of the Blood ; which is the 
Serum. By this Practice the Mafs becomes 
more grumous and thick, fo that Circulation 
isimpeded, and the Patient fuffocated : Where- 
as, if there was Care taken to dilute and thin 
the Mafs of Blood, Circulation would be much 
eafier maintained, and by this Means prevent 
Death. Aneminent Phyfician was asked, How 
Bliftering came fo much in Fafhion ? He an- 
fwered, They had it from the Indians. But I, 
that have feen more Judians than all the Phy- 
ficians in England, deny that the Indians ever 
make ufe of Blifters. They do often cauterife ; 
and in all Fevers amongft them they cover 
the Patients over in the Sands, till they are 
| | in 


a 
in a profufe Sweat, and then throw them into 
-the Cold Water, by which Means they be- 
come well. | 
- I fhould be glad to know if Dr. Radcliff 
“ever ufed this inhuman Method of Bliftering, 
as it is now in Vogue, I fhould be glad to know 
likewife, if there isany Authority from any of 
our moft approved Authors for fuch a Practice. 
The honeft Dr. Sydenbam calls Bliftering, Hu- 
mano corio ludere. Dr. Baynard would fay, That 
_as Belzebub fignifies a Fly in the Hebrew Lan- 
guage, that the Devils were nothing but great 
- Cantharides. We fhould likewife be at a Lofs 
for Bezoar, that petrified Matter of Difeafe 
cut out of the Paunches, Galls, and Bladders 
of fome of the naftieft Creatures in Being, as 
_Guananoes, a monftrous Beaft between a Ca- 
mel and a He-Goat, black Cattle, Hogs, 
Goats, and an ugly Animal they call Pacos 
D’la Tierra, Monkeys, Porcupines, and ail 
fuch nafty Animals. : 
Of this I have been credibly informed by 

Perfons of the beft Reputation, both in the 
| Eaft and Weft Indies. ; 3 
_ Wein Diffections too often find in the Galls 
_and Bladders of Human Bodies great Quanti- 
ties of Stones, which doubtlefs may as well 
ferve for Bezoar, as the difeafed Matter of 
_ the afore-mentioned Beafts. They for the moft 
Part dying with thefe feveral Sorts of Stones, 
as by Experience ’tis daily {een we do. 


SPOTTED 


( 72 ) 


SpoT'TED FEVER, or Febris 
-Peftilentialis. 


FLIS begins like the Plague, excepting 
a that all the Symptoms are lefs violent. 
Intermiffions of Heat and Cold, Vomiting, 
great Pains in the Head, Back Tie 
Joints, and all the Mutcles, intenfe Thirft. 
_ The firft Crifis is the Petechize, or black Spots. 
If the Patient furvives this fatal Difeafe, the 
laft Crifis, which we define to be Subita €f re-~ 
pentina mutatio in morbo faéita vel ad falutem vel 
ad mortem divergens, is feldom before the fe- 
venteenth or twenty-firft. Day. 
About thirty-feven Years: fince this Fever 
raged much in Briffol, fo that I vifited from 
twenty-five to thirty Patients a Day for a con- 
fiderable Time, befides their poor Children 
taken into their Workhoufe, where I engaged 
myfelf, for the Encouragement of fo good 
and charitable an Undertaking, to find them 
Phyfick, and give them Advice at my own 
Expence and ‘Trouble for the two firft Years. 
All thefe poor Children in general had this 
Fever, yet no more than one died out of the 
whole Number, which was near two Bees 
fhall 


» } ? 


ro | 
I thall give a particular Inftance of one Pur- _ 
fon cured inan uncommon Way.) 
© One Thomas Hacket, an Apprentice to Mr. 
“Fobn Scandret a Grocer in Wine-ftreet, Briftci, 
labouring under this fatal Fever, had a vio- 
lent Hemorrage, or Flux of Blood at his Nofe, © 
notwithftanding great Quantities of Blood were 
taken from his Arms, and the moft cooling 
Medicines adminitter’d which couid be thought 
of; yet all proved ineffectual, infomuch that 
_ there was no room to expect his Life. Tor- 
_ dered’a large Vefiel to be filled, below Stairs, Se 
’ with Spring Water. He was carried down in 
a Sheet, and put into the Water ; he dipp’d 
his Head feveral Times, upon which the Bleed- 
- ing ftopped. I believe he might continue in the 
_ Water a Quarter of an Hour ; after which 
Time he was carried to Bed, only covered with 
_ a Sheet. He flepped well that Night 5 the Spcts 
all difappeared ; he was very well, only weak, 
and is now living in Briftol, | 
_ This being of a very high inflammatory 
_ Nature, it is proper to take away large Quan- 
tities of Blood, giving the Purge defcribed in 
the Gost, every other Day ; taking after ir, 
the fame Night, the following Draught. | 
| <¢ Black-Cherry-Water, Mint-Water, of 
~ “ each one Ounce and a Half; Plague-Wa- 
© ter halfan Ounce, Diacodium'ten Drams, 
** made into a Draught. Of the Days-you do 
~** not purge, take the following : Conferve 
of Wood-Sorrel, of Hips, and Barberries, 


or" 
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*© of each one Ounce ; Cream of Tartar, and 


‘© Tartar vitriolated, of each two Drams ; 
** Syrup of Rafpberries, enough to make it 
** anto a fine Electuary. Take the Quantity 
** of a Nutmeg at four or five in the After- 
** noon, and at Bed-Time, drinking after it 


“© a Tea Spoonful of Mynjicth’s Elixir of Vi- 


** triol in a largeGlafs of Water, keeping the 
** Patient very cool, and.giving largeDraughts 
“* of cooling and diluting Liquors. ”’ 


_ N. B: Lhe Doéior gives us in this, as well 
asin other Cafes, the beft Tokens to know every 
Diftemper by, that Ihave met with, nor are bis 


Prefcriptions founded without Reafon,except, that 


in fome, I think, they are a little teo harfh, but 
there is no arguing againft Faét, this laft Me- — 
thod of Cure is drawn with very good Judgment. 


The FLux SMALL-Pox, or 
Variolz Confluentes. 


HIS Difeafe was, doubtlefs, long be- 


B = fore the Time of Hippocrates, or the - 


Divine old Man, as we call him, and yet ’tis 


very furprifing he makes no mention of it 5 


nor have we.any Greek Word for it. 
‘There are three Species of this Difeafe com- 


| monly known to Phyficians: The Confluent, 


, A lous, and* Diftinét. aes 
nomalous I thal 


Mids 
I fhall venture to fet down a Fourth Kind, 
which I have obferved, as different from the 
three former as they are from each other ; and 
~which may be called the Spotted Kind. 
_ I fhall begin with the moft Fatal of the three 
firft Sorts, the Confluent Small-Pox. | é 
This Diftemper fets out in the fame Man- 
ner as other Fevers do, from the Plague to an 
' Ague, Intermiffions of Heat and Cold, Vo- 
-mitings, great Thirft, violent Pains in the 
Flead, Back, &c. But the Phyfician may be 
_affured where thofe Lumbago’s, or Painsin the 
Back are complained of, let the Fever be of 
any Kind whatfoever, it certainly carries a 
Sting with it, though no Man can fay what 
Species of Fever it will be before its firft 
Crifis. . | | 
Soon after the Patient is feized with this 
Sort of the Small-Pox, the Face and Hands, 
and all Parts of the Body fhall be very much 
inflamed, broad red Spots appearing ; and the 
fecond or third Day, at farcheft, there hall 
_ begin to appear an entire Blifter from Head to 
Foot, often attended with fpitting Blood, 
bloody Urine, and the like. : 
__ One would think from the new-invented 
_ Way of curing this Diftemper by Bliftering, 
(for which no good Reafon can be given, nor 
do I remember any Authority for it, ) that 
this Difeafé muft certainly bring its Remedy 
with it; for here is a Blifter from Head to 
Poot, and sia aoe this Confluent es: 
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of Small-Pox ought to be lefs dangerous than 
the other two Sorts. But to our great Grief, 
we find this Sort to be more difficult to be ~ 
cured, than either Peftilential Fever, or Plague; 
nor does any acute Difeafe come up to it for 
Danger, except the fourth Sort of Small-Pox, 
of which I fhall fpeak hereafter. 

It will be neceffary to take Notice of the 
critical Days in this fatal Difeafe. There is 
little Mention made of any critical Day in 
this Town but the Ninth, which is no critical 
Day, nor is it poffible any juft reckoning can — 
be kept by it. Thus, while People are igno- 
rant of the Days of Danger, how can Pro- 
vifion be made againft them. vi 

The critical Days we fhall venture to lay 
are the eighth, the eleventh, the fourteenth, 
the feventeenth, and the twenty-firft, to be 
thus accounted. ‘e 

If you are ill at ten of the Clock at Night, 
that muft be'called the firft Day, as really it 
is inclufive, 

And ‘tis thus we reckon Tertian and Quar- 
tan Agues. | 

Now in Confluent Smaill-Poxes, if the Pa- 
tient begins to complain at two or three in the 
Morning, there fhall be broad red Spots ap- 
pear before twelve at Night. ’Tis evident, the — 
critical Days are much protracted by the Cru- 
dity of the Matter ; which always happens — 
when jt appears fo very foon ; and by this — 

ial ain ie Protraction 
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 Protraétion the laft critical Day comes to be 
the twenty-firft. | 
 ?Yisa known Maxim in Phyfick, Prime 
concoftionis vitium non corrigit fecunda ; and fo 
on. | 
In the Anomalous Kind, which is lefs crude, 
the fourteenth or feventeenth are the laft criti- 
cal Days; and in the diftinét Sort the eleventh. 
This Account, I’]I venture to fay, is a true 
one; fo that the ninth Day has no Place a- 
mongft the critical Days. If the Faculty 
pleafe, it may be called one of the Dies Ind). 
ces. 


oe ee eee ee SS ee 
‘ 


ANOMALOUS SMALL-Pox, 
or Variole Anomale. 


HOUGH my Defign is to treat of 

feveral acute Difeafes; yet there need 
no farther Defcription, than that where Symp- 
toms appear high, the Fever will be of a more 
dangerous Kind ; and where they are more 
remils, the enfuing Diftemper will be of a 
more favourable Sort. sea 
__ This Species of Small-Pox is diftinguifhed 
from the other two by its fluxing in fome 
“Parts, and being in other very diftiné, 
_ The Phyfician may be very ferviceable to 
his Patient in this Cafe, if it‘bé rightly un- 
3° derftood, 
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derftood, otherwife the Patient often fuffers 
Death. But it muft be confidered, Nature is | 


three Days forming variolous Matter, moft 


Phyficians are too apt to bevgiving heating — 
Medicines to throw it out; by which Means © 
the Fever is very much encreafed, which brings — 
ona great Ataxie, or irregular Motion of the ~ 


animal Spirits, fo that all Digeftion of the 


morbifick Matter is obftructed, contrary to a — 
known Maxim, Coéfa non cruda funt medican- — 


da. So that nothing but Water-Bladders and 


blue Spots appear, which renders the Patient’s _ 


.Circumftances very deplorab le. 


ft muft be Want of Obfervation that makes | 
Phyficians fo fearful of Bleeding in this Di- _ 
fiemper after the Eruption. The good Dr. - 
Sydenbam goes no further than, Mittetur fan- — 


Luis quovis die ante tertitum inclufive, which is 


but the fecond Day after their Appearances. 


But the moft excellent Peter Bayrus of Turin, — 


who wrote about one hundred and ninety Years © 


fince, goes further ; and I can affirm, by Ex- 


perience, and from the Succefs I have had, 


that the Patient may be blooded every, or 


any Day, to the twenty-firtt. ‘4 

It is impoffible it can pafs the Obfervation 
of Phyficians, and People that ufually attend 
Women in this Species of Small-Pox, that 


about the fixth or feventh Day great Flood- 
ings come, efpecially, if it happens in the — 
Flower of their Age: Now, all this is 
arterial Blood, which is the Life and Spin 
° 
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‘of Mankind. And this is never prejudicial, 
where no Endeavours are ufed to ftop it. 
Nature will neither be forced nor driven, and 
‘is often very hard to be led; but will do 
Wonders when properly affitted.. 

Now, if fo much arterial Blood may be loft, 
without Inconvenience, how much more may 
be taken by. Phlebotomy from the Veins, with 
the utmoft Advantage to the Patient. 

There is one Thing very Material, and 
which ought, principally, to be regarded in this 
 Diftemper, that about the feventh or eighth 
“Day there comes on a Ptyalifm, which is a 
Salivation, without:which, the Patient never 
lives, Children, that have it,never Salivate, but 
have a Diarrhea,or Loofenefs, which 1s much 
the fame in Effect. Where the Phyfician — 
ftops it, he kills the Child; and how many 
poor Babes have loft their Lives by this Prac- 

tice, "tis terrible to think. 

Permit me to. give.an Inftance of a Gentle- 
man, who was Steward to the Duke of Beau- 
fort, one Mr. Curr ; he had this Species of 
Small-Pox, no Ptyalifm coming on at the | 
ufual Time, I gave him Mercury 3 but that 
not anfwering, and he lying, as it were in Ex- 
tremis, I. refolved to make a Child of him, 
and purge him to eight or ten Motions, by 
which he was fo much relieved, that I went 
- on in that Courfe every Day, ’till the Dan- 
ger of his Diftemper was over. He is now 
: SD iv | living 
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living in South Wales, a Gentleman of 10007. 


per Annum. | 
This brings to my Mind, a Saying of the 
great and learned Lord Verulam, Non fingen- 
dum aut excogitandum, fet inveniendum quid 
natura faciat aut ferat. 


Distinct SMALL-Pox, or 
Variole Diftindte. 


r i \HERE wants very little to be faid 


on this Kind of Small-Pox. I have ~ 
heard of feveral, but never had one that died — 


in this Cafe: The lefs.is done, the better ; 
for having but a few, they are never of: a bad 


Sort 3 whereas, if you have many, they are 


never of a good Sort. 


SPOTTED SMALL-Pox. 


HIS Sort begins with very high Symp- 
toms, and appears with large red Spots, 
much like the Confluent Kind, with the Face 
and other Parts very much inflamed; yet in 
twelve Hours the Patient fhall become per- 


fectly pale, the very Middle of thofe red Spots - 


turning 
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turning to a black, corney Subftance, hardly 
fo big as a large Pin’s Head. OF this Sort, 
in forty-odd Years Practice, I have obierved 
no more than five, all Children. I could ne- 
ver carry one to the firft critical Day 3 where- 
-as, in the Confluent Kind they rarely die 
before. 


Method of Cure: 


‘© Tn this I bleed in large Quantities, keep~ 
** ing the Patient very cool, and conftantly, 
** plying him with cool Tankards, and fuch 
** diluting Liquors, giving every Evening, 
** about five of the Clock, an Ounce, or ey 
** Ounce and an half of Diacodium. If that 
“* does not procure Reft, after three Hours . 
** T repeat it. I fharpen all his Malc- Liquors 
«© with Spirit of Vicriol.. If it be of the 
** Flux, or Anomalous Kind, the feventh 


** Day I give of Mercurious Dulcis, and Cin- | 


‘© nabar of Antimony, of each half a Scru- 
*¢ ple, made into a Bolus, with any Con- | 
** ferve ; and do the like again the thirteenth 
“© Day. The tenth Day you may begin to 
** ufe the following Cordial in final Si 
“© tities, 


** Take Cowflip-water, Mint-water,Black- 
“© Cherry -water, ofeach three Ounces, Plague- 
“ Water, and Aqua Mirabilis, each an Ounce 
and ahalf prepared ; Pearl, a Dramanda 
as D 5 66 ale 


4 Be) 
<* half fweetned with fine Sugar. You may, | 
“* fometimes, take a Glafs of Wine, agreeable | 
~** to.a known Maxim in Phyfick: In dech- 
natione Morbi quo magis Calefacis eo magis | 
S* Concottionem promoves.” | . 

‘¢ ‘When the laft critical Day is over, F | 
** bleed to about twelve Ounces, the next | 
<* Day purge, with that fet down in the | 
** Gout, taking a Quieting Draught of Dia- | 
** codium at Night when the Purging is over. | 
<< Purging and Bleeding, very well, after this. | 
“* Difeafe, muft upon no Account be omit- || 
“© ted; otherwife the Pattent will break out. | 
“¢ in Boils, and will have very fore and weak. | 
“< Eyes for a confiderable Fime after.” 

Whuilft I lived with Dr. Sydenbam, I had. | 
myfelf the Small-Pox, and fell il on Twelfth-- | 
Day. In. the Beginning I loft twenty-two: | 

Ounces of Blood. He gave me a Vomit, but’ _ 
1 find, by Experience, Purging much better.. | 
{ went Abroad, by his Direction, ’till Iwas 
blind, and then took to my Bed. JF had no © 
. Fire allowed in my Room, my Windows 
were conftantly open, my Bed-clothes were — 
ordered to be laid no higher than my Watfte.. 
He made me take twelve Bottles of Small- 
Beer, acidulated with Spirit of Vitriol, every 


_-» twenty-four Hours. I had of this Anoma- 


lous Kind to a very great Degree, yet never 

loft my Senfes one Moment. | 
This Method wil] ferve very well in the 
Confluent Sort, This you may follow in the 
; —  Daftines 
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 Diftin@ Small-Pox, but ina more remifs De- | 
gree. ; | 
Mifs Corbet had as high a Confluent Small-- 
Pox as ever I faw, making bloody Waters. 
and the worft Symptoms attending her. Dr. 
Mead, and another Phyfician, left her, fay- 
ing, She could not.live fix Hours. I was 
called to her; I defired. fhe might inftantly, 
be blooded. The Right Honourable the 
Lady Hotham, her Mother, fent for a Sur-. 
geon, who refufed to-do it, telling my La- 
dy, that Dr. Mead faid, That if fhe was 
blooded,. fhe would die inftantly.. I. told the 
Lady, That Colours were all the fame to the 
Blind ; 1 had a black: Man that blooded: very 
well, and fent for him, who performed the 
Operation : She loft a vaft Quantity of Blood. 
Mifs Corbet declared afterwards, That, upon. 
Biceding, fhe found her Spirits revived,and, as. 
it were,, a new. Life coming on;:and fo it 
pleafed God fhe recovered. | 

But there is lately a new Species of the. 
Siall- Pox,. called the Honey-comb Small-Pox,. 
never known before. The Ufe of Blifters, in 
this Difeafe, robs the Puftles of the Matter, 
contained in them, and then the Puftles, by 
_ fubfiding, fomething refemble an Honey-comb. 
But if Doétors will create new Difeafes, ’tis) 
fit they fhould give them new Names,. 

N. B. What the Doétor obferves, with re 
gard to the feveral Sorts of Small-Pox, is ex-.. 
ceeding good,and, in particular, I remember Mis, 

Corbet’s. 
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Corbet’s Cafe, which was accounted very def- . 
_ perate, but was perfeétly cured by Dr. Dover ; 
but it was of fuch a Nature, that ber Skin was 
very much puted. 


MEASLES, or Morbilli. 


HITS is a Difeafe chiefly incident to 
~Youth ; the Puftles never rifing above — 
the Superficies of the Skin, unlefs forced by | 
“too heating Medicines, and too hota Regi- | 
men. It is attended with a fhort Cough, and © 
generally. terminates the fourth or fifth Day, ° 
curying with it little or no Danger, if the- 
Phyfician be not over-bufy with his Cordials 
and forcing Medicines, which only encreafe: 
the Fever, and by that Means often endanger 
the Patient. ee tasetS 
I do not remember I ever heard of any one’s: 
dying of this Difeafe, till about twenty-five: 
Years fince; but of late, by the Help of 
Gafccin’s Powder, and Bezoartic Boluffes, 
(which, if experienced ona healthy Perfon, — 
would endanger his Life ) the Blood is fo high- 
ly inflamed, and: the Fever encreafed to that 
Degree, that it is-become equally mortal with 
‘the Small-Pox. 
| There 
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There is nothing farther required in the 
Cure of this Difeafe, than to give alittle Di- - 


‘acodium at Night, allowing a fufficient Quan- 


tity of cooling and diluting Liquors. _ 
Note, I have frequently found the Doéfior’s 
Method to be right in the Cure of this Diftem- 
per 5 but the Patient, on Recovery, muft purge 
two or three Times. | 


SCARLET FEvER, or Febris 
Scarletina. - 


HIS is a Fever of amilder Kind than 
the Meafles, and does not want the 
Afiittance of a Doétor.. The Skin feems to be 
univerfally inflamed, but the Inflammation 

oes off in forty-eight Hours. _ 

- There is alfo another Sort of Fever, with 
Eruption too inconfiderable to make another 
_ Chapter. This Diftemper, called by fome the 

Swine- Pox, by others the Chicken-Pox..T here 
is nothing more neceffary in thefe light Fe- 
vers with Eruptions, than to purge duly after 
them. 
_ Ufe the fame Method. as in the Meafles. 


ERYSIPELAS, 
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Erysipeias, or Febris Ery- 
" fipelatofa, 


- ‘HITS. Fever, when in the Face, is 
called St. Anthony’s Fire ; when in 
the Body, or Limbs, Eryfipelas. 

It appears with a very great Inflammation, . 
where it begins with vaft Numbers of Water- _ 
Bladders, and is very apt to turn to a Morti-- | 
fication, as it often does, infomuch, that the: ~ 
Patient lofes his Life. But, by proper Reme-. ~ 
dies, it is very eafily cured, and in a few — 
Days.. its 7 
This inflammatory Fever is curable by high: — 
Bleeding, and frequent Purging. T'he beft to- 
pical Remedy is Venice-‘Treacle, which pre-. 
vents Mortification, and foon deflroys the. 
Puftles,. or Water-Bladders. . 


Note, The Doétor’s. Method of Cure, in thiss. 
is certainly very Right, as I have often experte 


ee bad & 
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PERINEUMANIES. 
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PERIPNEUMANIE, or Perip- 
numania. | 


HES comes on, as-all other SPSCIS of 
Fevers do.. 

4 ri is known by a violent, acute, and poig= 
nant Pain all round the Breaft and Sides. In: 
fhort, a generalInflammation of that moft fen-. 
fible Membrane, the Pleura, accompanied with 
a great Difficulty of Breathing, fhort Cough,. 
- Languor of Spirits, and kills in a very tew 
Hours, without profufe Bleeding. 

This Diftemper is incident to all Ages and’ 
Sexes, but generally feizes adult Perfons. 

The principal Thing required in the Cure 
of this Difeafe, is Bleeding, which muft be 
followed ’till all the poignant or fhooting: Pains 
are entirely removed. 


| Method of Cure. 


ss Take Oil of Lilies, Oil of Sweat Al- 
** monds, Ointment of Althea, of each equal 
** Quantities.; rub it into the Parts affected 
«° very well}, Morning and Night, putting a 
© Sheet of brown Paper over it. 
™ “* Take a Melon, Pompion, Gourd-Seed, 
** of each half an pn white Peppy: Seeds 


ee 


ef cree 
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three drams, ten Jordan Almonds blanch’d; 
bruife thefe ina Marble Mortar, pouring 
on, by little and little, a Pint and halt of 
Barley- Water. Add a littleSugar, and make- 
an Emulfion, Let the Patient drink plenti- 
fully of this. Take Oil of Sweet Almonds 
two Ounces, of Syrup of Violets, and Sy- 
rup of Venus Maiden-hair, of each one 
Ounce, Sugar-candy half an Ounce, mak- 


-ing it as fharp with Spirit of Vitriol as-a 


Seville Orange would do, and make a Lam- 
bative : take of it often ina Day froma 


Liquorifh Stick. ” 


PLEuURISY, or Pleuritis.. 


PwtHIS may be faid ‘to be the Half of a 
fi Peripneumonie; affecting one Side only. ; 
fome will have it, that it falls only on the 
Left Side, but it often comes on the Right 
too. ’Tis an high inflammatory Fever, accom- 
panied with violent, acute, and pricking Pains, 
with a fhort Cough attending it, with which, 
after a little Time, if the Phyfician be not, 
ready in bleeding it off, the Patient fpits a — 
bloody and purulent Matter, and is in danger 

of a Confumption. . 


The Cure isthe fame as in the foregoing — 
| Chapter.. 
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Chapter. I never knew any one die of this 
Difeafe, but for Want of Bleeding. 


QUINSEY, or Angina. 


HIS is one of the moft violent and 

acute Fevers that can befal us. The 
Learned make not three Species, but rather 
three Degrees of it, viz. This inflames the 
Tonfils, or Glands about the Throat, as alfo 
the Mufcles of the Wind-pipe and Gullet, 
fo that fwallowing any Thing is totally ob- 
firucted. This Difeate yields to nothing but 
high Bleeding. Many have died in eight 
Hours after the firft Seizure. 


Method of Cure. 


‘© This Difeafe requires as high Bleeding 
—*© as any 3 you muft likewife open both Veins 
‘© under the Tongue. Take Plantane-Water 
«© Red Rofe-Water, and Frog’s-Spawn- Wa- 
‘¢ ter, of each three Ounces, the Whites 
“* of three Eggs beaten to a Water, Syrup » 
‘© of Mulberries two Ounces, gargle your 
“© Throat often with thefe. Another Gar- 
“¢ garifm, though this be a very good one, I 
-much prefer: Take Spring- Water one Pint, 


a 
al 


4 Mercury Sublimate half'a Dram, Cream ee 


~ of 
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** of Tartar two Drams: Levigate thefe. 


** very fine, then filtre it off for your Ufe.. 
“* Purging is very requifite.’” 


N.B. This Method has cured great Numbers 


of People where it has been timely adminiftred.. 


RHEUMATISM, or Rheuma- 
tifmus. 


"HIS is, likewife, a high inflamma-_ 


tory Fever; the Blood does-not ap- _ 
pear more pleuritical or fizey in any Diftem- — 


per than in this. 


This, for the moft Part, caufes great Pains 


in the Joints; nor are the Mufcles free. If: 
it fixes in any Part. three or four Days, it of- 
ten caufes fmall “Tumours. without Inflamma- 


tion, which, asthe Pains pafs to other Parts, — 


foon difappear ; for they are never long fixed. 
on any Part; from whence it takes the Name 
of Arthritis Vaga, or Wandring Gout. 


In the Day-time thefe Pains are very to~ 
lerable, but when the Patient is warm in Bed, - 


very acute and torturing. 3 


| 


Bleeding, in this Cafe, is no Remedy ; I _ 


my felfhaving known very many lofe an Hun- — 


dred Ounces of. Blood, and more, without. . 


the 


Ra tig fe. > 
beri is 
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the leaft Relief. The Cure is much eafier 
performed without that Operation, as has. 
“been often experienced by feveral eminent 
- Phyficians. er EaG: 


Method of | Cure. 


‘¢ ‘Take Turbith Mineral. eight Grains, 
** Conferve of Hipps one Dram; make 1t 
** into an Electuary. Take it about four a 
*© Clock in the Afternoon ; between every 
** Motion drink Poffet-drink. At Bed-time 
“© take an Ounce, or an Ounce and half of 
-** Diacodium ; drink plentifully of the Emul- 
*© fion prefcribed in the Peripneumanie. The: 
** next Night take of the Sweat as prefcribed' 
*¢ in the Gout. Immerfion in cold) Water 
<< isa Remedy of fingular Ufe, as is evident 
*¢ from many Hundreds that have been cured. 
“< by cold Bathing. 


_AGUE, or Febris Inter- 
| mittens. 


@ HAVE obferved, That a Confump~ 
‘B tion was an inflammatory Difeafe, ranged’ 
among the Cronicks : An Ague isa nervous 
Diftemper, placed amongft the Acute. sate 
Se 18, 
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T his Species of Fever does not proceed fron 


an inflamed Mafs of Bood, as all other Fe- 
vers do, but from an Ataxie, or violent Mo- 
tion of the animal Spirits, which caufes as 
great a Deoree of Heat, as if the Blood were 
in the moft exalted Fermentation. All Heat 
‘being nothing elfe but the Effect of Motion. 
Phyficians have been very much ata Lofs 
to find out the Caufe and Seat of this Difeafe, 
it being, as was obferved before, a nervous 


Fever. It muft proceed from the Brain ; other- 


wife, how is it poffible it fhould keep its fta- 
ted Periods, fo as to come at the fame Hour 
every Day, every third, and every fourrh Day, 
as it certainly does, reckoning the Days inclu- 


five. Whereas in an inflamed Mais of Blood, 
the Fever always continues ’till the Inflamma- ~ 


tion is wholly taken off, and then the Fever 
ceafes, without any Return. 


Farthermore, we fay, Ex juvantibus la» 
dentibus fumitur indicatio. Bleeding, ’tis plain, © 


from every one’s Experience, is highly pre- 
judicial in this Cafe. The Remedy to which 
this Diftemper yields, is the Bark, which is 


the beft Medicine in nervous Cafes known to: 


I 


Mankind. Yet the giving fuch large Quanti- — 


ties of the grofs Part, has often done very 
great Prejudice to the Patient. 


_ The Virtue of this Vegetable confifts ina 
refinous Quality ; which, if feparated from — 


the earthy Part, will prove a Remedy indeed. 


It may be wondered with what Difficulty — 
| ~ the — 
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che Ufe of the Bark was firft introduced, and _ 
that it fhould almoft be looked upon at pre- 


fent as a Panacea is, equally furprizing, info- 
/ much, that now there is more Harm done by 
it, than it formerly did Good. The Doétor 
watching diligently for an Intermiffion ; where- 
as there’s great Difference between Intermiffi- 
on and Remiffion ; for as all Fevers have their 
Times of E.xcerbation, fo neceffarily they muft 
have Times of Remiffion, but none of Inter- 
miffion ; becaufe then the Patient muft be per- 
_feétly well and free, as in an intermitting Fe- 
ver. Too many pay dear for this Miftake. 
Doétor Morton, efteemed a good Phyfician, 
wwas:a great Admirer of this Medicine, info- 
much, that he gave it in almoft all Cafes. I 
never obferved it todo any Good, but in ner- 
‘vous Complaints. Phyfictans and Apotheca- 
ties are little acquainted with the Nature of it. 
In Peru they call it Cafcarilla. It may be doubt- 
ed if one. hundred Weight of it be ufed ina 
whole Year throughout that Kingdom, which 
is -more than twenty Times as large as Great- 
Britain. * 


© Take two Ounces of fine Bark grofly —— 


“© powdered ; infufe it cold in a Quart of 
‘© Red-Port for twenty-four Fours 5 then fil- 


- ® "The Seeds of this Plant are fhaped like thofe of the 


Kidney Beans, I recetved fome of them two Years fince 
from Peru ; they were broad.and flat, but were fo dry, that 
I could not make them grow, I judge from the Figure of 


the Seeds that the Tree isa kind of dccacia. 
" sec ore 
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tre it off asyouufe it, taking fix Spoonfuls 
every third or fourth Hour, beginning juft 
when. the Fit is off, ’till you have taken the 
*¢ whole Quart. Thus repeat it four Times, 
‘© and it will not return. This muft be ob-: 
<¢ ferved, if it purges, it will do no Service. 
<< In this Cafe put two or three Drops of Li- 
¢¢ quid Laudanum into each Dofe, ’tull the, 
‘¢ Purging is ftopp’d. ” 


N. B. Z bave approved this Method to be as 
good as the taking the Bark in the Powder, 
aud is much more pleasant to the Patient. 


FEVER on the SPIRITS. 


T may be juftly faid, All Fevers are on 
the Spirits, and no where elfe. ’?Tis wife- 
ly obferved, this Fever does not appear ; to 
which may be readily anfwered, De non exiften- 
tibus {8 de non apparentibus eadem eft ratio. 
This naturally leads me to take Notice of 
the Fluids of human Bodies, and I fhall-leave 
it to the Opinion of the Reader, in which of 
them a Fever begins or continues. 
Now the Fluids confift of animal, mineral, 
and vegitable Beings, Alkali’s, and Acids, 
which | 


fog} 
whitch may be thus accounted, Spirit, Sulphur, 
Sale, Earth, and Water; there is no De- 
f{cription to be given of the firft of thefe, un- 
defs a negative one, the two fecond are Mine- 
_rals, the “other two the joint Caufe of Vege- 
tation: 
Let the Reader confider, if a due Mixture 
of the four laft are capable of begetting fuch a 
Heat in human Bodies, as to caufe a Fever 
without the Intervention of the Spirits, from 
whence it may reafonably be concluded, all 
Fevers proceed. 
This is cured as in the foregoing Chapter. 


‘Diseases of the Sromacu, 
de Ventriculi affectibus. 


A LMOST all Diftempers proceed 


| from a Vice in this Bowel ; and, it as 
rarely failsto have its Share in moft Diforders 
liable to human Bodies ; as great Sicknefs, 
Pains, Convulfions, which are the ufual Com- 
plaints the Patient makes when this Part is 
affected. ‘This, feems, principally,to be caufed 
from Indigeftion ; fo that the crude Chyle mix- 
ing with the other Fluids, foon brings on Pu- 
a 5 for if the firft Digeftion Ps ea 
ere) 


ae) 

good, the fecond never correéts the Vice of 
the firft ; as we fay, Prime concottionis vitium 
non corrigit fecunda, and fo on} fo that any 
Diftemper we are liable to, may, and for the 
moft part does proceed from Indigeftion. 

Vomiting, in the fore-mentioned Diforders, 
if exploded, would prove beneficial to the 
Patient 3 it being contrary to the Rules of 
Nature, which has provided, that what is re- 
ceived at the Mouth, fhould pafs to the com- 
mon Draught : So that Purging feems more 
reafonable, becaufe by that, the Inteftines, as 
- well as the Stomach, are freed from their 
Filth and Impunities, which Vomits do not fo 
effectually carry off. 

There is farther this Difadvantage, that the 
Fibres of the Stomack are drawn from their 
true Periftaltick, toa contrary Motion, which 
. Is too great a Strain for thofe fine Veffels, by 
which Means they become lax, and are much 
weakned ; fo that the Tone of the Stomach, 
by too frequent Repitition of this Practice, is 
wholly loft. ie 

I fhall forbear to mention the many Inftan- 
ces that may be given of thofe that have loft 
their Lives under the Operation of Vomits. - 

’Tis confefs’d, the Doctor many Times gives 
Satisfa€tion to the Patient, by fhewing the fli- 
my Matter that is brought off the Stomach, 
upon the Points of Feathers ; whereas that 
‘Matter is necefflary to promote Digeftion. 
Let it be confidered, for what End were om 

| ittle 
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tittle Cells formed in the Crufta Villofa, fure- 
ly not to be kept empty, neither to be filled 
with what’s of no Ufe or Benefit to Mankind. 
, = Take Salt of Wormwood two. Drams, 


ua nnLane AIR 


~** Juice of Lemon fix Ounces ; take a Spoon- ———~ 


“* ful of this every Hour : Or take of Spring 
“© Water half a Pint, AZynficbi’s Elixir Sof 


‘© Vitriol a large Téa-fpoonful : Take this in “oe 


‘* the Morning, at Five in the Afternoon, 
-*© andat Bed-Time: Or take Myn/fichi’s Tinc- 
—* ture of Steel, Elixir Proprietatis, equal 
“¢ Quantities ; take this in Water, as before, 
* but double the Quantity. Crude Mercury, 
*¢ taking an Ounce every Day, exceeds all, 
** taken in any Vehicle. 


N. B. By Experience every one of thefe Meibods 


 preferibed by the Deétor, I have found to An- 
fewer the End he propofes. | | 
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Diszases of the I n- 

(TEST INE Ss; de ‘aftecti- 
bus Inteftinorum. oe 

H ESE ‘hall be placed in one Chapter, 


; i by Reafon of the Nearnefs of their Re- 
lation to each other. — | a 


The 


(oe) 


The Duodenuny? isa Gut fo called, from its 
-Menfuration,. being almoft twelve Inches in 
‘Length, . 

The Jeyunum ts fo termed, becaufe ’tis rare 
to find any Excrement in it. 

Authors have feldom taken Notice of any 
. Dytemper incident to thefe two Bowels. 

The third is the lleom, @ circumferendo. In 
this Inteftine ts feated the moit painful and dan- 
gerous Difeafe, called the Iliac Paflion; and 
by fome, the Miferere met, from the acute Pains © 
it gives the Patient. Expertus loquor. 

It begins with Vomitings, with a great Pain 
about the Navel ; which encreafing, at laft the 
Patient vomits up his Excrements, or any 
Clifter given ; and then it is incurable. 

This does not proceed, as fome People will 
have it, from a Twift in the Inteftine, by Rea- 
fon of the Mifentery adhering to it, but it is — 
caufed from an Inverfion of the periftaltick or. 
vermicular Motion, which naturally moves- 
downwards. Now, this being turned upwards, 
the E-xcrement being carried before i it, prefies 
oatheValves of the Inteftines, which, together 
‘with its being contracted within itfelf, gives 
that miferable and intolerable Pain. 

‘ “The next of the Inteftines, is called the 

~Ceecum, or Blind Gut. This hangs more like 

ey Soldiers Knapfack, from the other Ineettingss 4 

the Excrement paflesan and out the fame Way : 

* { don’t know that itis liable to any Diftemper. 

"After this, comes the Colon, ab impediendo 5 
becaufe — 


Ba: 
becaufe it hinders the Excrement from paffing 
too quick : Without this Retention of the Ex- 
“crement, we fhould be always fubject to Diar- 
‘rhza’s or Loofenefies. 

The Difeafe, incident to this Inteftine, ts 
called Cholera Morbus, the Cholick.. 

OF this, there are two Kinds: Either Bi- 
Jeous, or Hifterical ; or when in Men, Hy- 
pochondriacal. As their Caufes are) widcly 
different, fo are the Methods of Cure. 

The Rectum, or Sreight-Gut, ia ereat 
~Weakneffes, is apt to fall down, which we 

call Procidentia Ani, and is known to every 
one that has it ; and therefore needs no De- 
icription. 

_ . The Sphinétre-Mutcle is very fubiegt to the 

~ Haemorrhoides or Piles, both within and wiih- 
out, which many Times caufe Fiftula’s in the 
Faris | * 


Hist nce 2s ofthe INTESTINES. 
The Ihac Paflion. 


i OU need go no further for the Cure of 
: this fatal Difeafe, than to take a Pound, 
oF a Pound and half of Crude Mercury. 


_N. B. Qbis is an approved Remedy. 
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The CHOLICK. 
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FE OR the firft of thefe, take Rheubarb; — 


Cream of Tartar, Liquorifh, Corian- 
der-Seeds, powder all thefe very fine; take 


halfa Dram Night and Morning ina Glafs _ 


of Wine: Or take Black Cherry-Water, 
Mint-Water, of each two Ounces, ftrong 


~ Cinnamon- Water, Liquid Laudanum twen- 


ty Drops ; take this at Night going to Bed ; 
or take the Salt of Wormwood, as pre- 
{cribed in Difeafes of the Stomach, for the 
other. ”’ ; 


N. B. By Experience, this produces a certain — 
Cure in the moft racking Pains. | 
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The Streight Gu e 


S often infefted with little white flat 
Worms, called Afcarides ; which are de- . 


) itroyed by the following Clyfter : Boil Quick- 


filver in Water in an Earthen’ Pot for two 


Flours; give it by way of: Clyfter. 


The 
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The Cafe of Mifs Corbet was. fo very re- 


imarkable, ‘that it made a very great Noifeall 
over the Town, infomuch that the Gentlemen. 


of the Faculty feemed to be much alarmed. 
The Right Honourable the Lacy Lowa Berke- 
ly being left off by other Phyficians 5 and the 
Right Honourable the Lady Rachel Mannors 
being likewife left off by her Phyficians ; it 
was apreed on all Hands, that Ikep’d them a- 
live feveral Days longer than was expected by 


any Perfon about them. The Lord /rwinz died 


of the Small-Pox, near the fame. Time ; as 


did the Duke of Ridland: and Mr. Mazjel of 


a great Welfhb Family. Great Endeavours were 


j nied: to faddle me with the Death of a three 
~ Gentlemen : It was given out by the Apothe- 


caries, that I had killed all three of them, by. 
Antroducing a new Method of Practice: ‘Where- 
as, to the bett of my Knowledge, I never faw 


4 the Face of either of them. 


I never affronted any Apothecary, unlefs 


_ ordering, too little Phyfick, and curing a Pa- 


- tient too foon, is, in their Way of Thinking, 
-an unpardonable Crime. I mutt confefs, “] 
could never bring an “Apothecary’s Bill to 


three Pounds, in a Fever: Whereas, I have 


known fome of their Bills, in this Difeafe, 
amount to forty, fifty, and fixty Pounds. If 
_ they can’t cure with lefs Charges, I can’t for- 
bear faying, That I have the fame Opinion 


of their Integrity, as I have of their Under- 


aoe. 
EK 3 Te at Since 
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Since thefe Gentlemen have been pleafed 


to take fuch Liberties with my Character, I 
think I have an equal Right, or, that, at leaft, 
it will be pardonable in me, if I endeavour 
to lay open fome of their Irregularities to the 
World. When I have attended fome of my 
Paticnts, they have very often given it asa 
Reafon for not feeing me, That I do not 


prefcribe every Time that I vifit them; and _ 


have likewife told me, That they learned 
this Doétrine from the Apothecary, That ’tis 


jour Writing Phyfician only, who bas a Title 
to a Fee, J mutt own, at firft Sight, this 
carries a very good Face with it, and muft 
naturally create in Patients a great Opinion of — 
the Apothecary, who feems, in this Refpect, 
to act merely out of Regard to their Wel-_ 
fare, and not from any View to the Doc- 
tor’s Intereft, or his own. But to me, it ap-— 
pars very plainly a Deceit, however plav-_ 


fible to others; and, to make it clear to you, 
only confider, that if the Phyfician writes, 
it muft be ten or twelve Shillings at leaft in 


the Apothecary’s Way ; and for my Parrgikls 
don’t look-upon this to be at all better than 


picking one-Man’s Pocket, to put Money into 
another’s, 


Now, I appeal to each unprejudiced Rea- 


der, Whether, if a Phyfician muft be com- 
pelled to vary -his Prefcriptions, when there 
isno Occafion for it, he 1s not confequently 
lefy under the greateft Uncertainty, and un- 


capable 
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capable of judging what may, or may not be of 
Benefit to his Patient ? So, that if fuch a Prac- 
‘tice does not prove fatal to the Patient, he runs, 
“at leaft,a very great Hazard of his Life. 

*Tis my. Opinion, the lefs Apothecaries 
Gains are, the better the Patients may ai- 
ford to fee their Doctor. I know very well, i 
am no fooner called to a Patient, but it is re- 
ported immediately he is dead, and I have 
killed him ; asin the Cafe of Sir Zobn Bluni, 
very lately, who was ftruck with the Dead. 
_Palfey: However, in four Days his Senfes 
were perfectly reftored tohim 5 and in twelve 
Days, he had the fame Motion, Life, and 
-Senfation, on that Side which was truck. Being 

on the Side that was not affected. | 
If, by what I have faid, I have difobliged 
all the Apothecaries in the Kinedom, I have 
not many more Enemies amonett them, than 
I had before. Ifsit thould be afked now, 
What was the original Grounds of their dif. 
like to me, Ican give no other Reafon, than 
my being oa inviolably attached to the 
_Intereft and Welfare of my Patient, and en- 
tirely eeilee. of thefe Gentleman’s unwar- 
‘rantable Gains, . 
>If, afterall that has been faid, Pam fill to 
be recommended by Apothecaries, and muf 
“depend entirely upon their good Word, { 
an affure the World, I fhall foon retire 3 
Where none, except the Poor, will have any 
Afiftance from me. 
wie eae Tam 
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I am very fenfible, my Method in curing, - 
Fevers, is much exploded, becaufe I act quite 


contrary to the common Practice. I hap- 
pened to live in Glocefler/bire, in the Years 
1728 and 17293 when a very fatal Epidemi- 


cal Fever raged to fucha Degree, as to fweep. 


off whole Families, nay, almoft whole Villa- 


ges. I was called to feveral Houfes, where eight — 


or nine Perfons were down at a Time ; and 
yet did not fo much as lofe one Patient where 
I was concerned. I defy the Malice of my moft 
implacable Enemies to make it appear, that 
in my ten Years laft Practice I have loft twelve 
Patients in all Kinds of Fevers put together. 


The Cafe of Fobu-Dineley Goodeere, Efq 5 _ 


of Charlion in Worcefterfbire, near Evefbamy, 


_ was very remarkable: Some Yearsago, when _ 


he was in London, he was feized with a vio- 


Jent Fever: He was unwilling that Sir Edward. 
(Goodeere, his Father, who was in Townat the. 


fame Time, fhould know any Thing of it ; 


fo that he was, as it were, im Extremis before _ 
his Father was acquainted with it. -He order- 
ed me immediately to be called to his Son 3) 


whofe Eyes where fet. in his Head, his Jaw - 


fallen, his Tongue directly black and hard, 


his Face as black as an Jndian, with round — 


Drops upon it as big as Peafe or Pulfe. The 


Apothecary being prefent, I asked him, if he. 


blooded. He told me, Yes ; and accordingly 


got every Thing in order for it. I bid himtake — 
Care to make a large Orifice, which he did. - 
| ‘He 


hae inlay 
Beaty tts, f ee“ 
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He asked me how much Blood he muft take 
away ? I anfwered,I could not tell. He faid,he 
had taken off twelve Ounces. I faid, Let'the 
Patient bleed on. The Apothecary now told 
mie he had drawn twenty Ounces. Then I dif- 
cerned fomething of a Pulfe coming on in my 
Patient. In the Conclufion, be bled to forty~ 
eight or fifty Ounces. The Sweat went of, — 
and his Face came to its Colour, Whilft he 
_was bleeding, I got a cool Tankard of Rhe- 
-nifh Wine, Water, and Lemon, which held 
near three Quarts : I raifed him upon his Pil- 
low, and gave him about a Pint-Glafsful 
and, immediately after, he began to move his 
Eyes, and clofe his Jaws. Ina very fhort 
Time after, I gave him a couple of Glafits, 
more. He then fixed his Eyes hard upon me, 
put his Hand out to me, and faid, Js i you, 
my dear Friend ? Lasked him, If be could drink. 
He anfwered, The Ocean. I made thofe about 
him rub his Head with dry Clothes, and then 
asked how he found himfelf ? He anfwered, 
in a ftrange confufed Condition. In one Hour, 
er thereabouts, he flung the Clothes off the 
Bed, put his Feet in his Slippers, called for 
his Night-Gown, walked to the other Side of 
the Room, fet himfelf down in a two-armed 
Chair. Now, my dear Friend, (fays he ) we 
will bave one Plask of Claret together. 1 told 
him, I would drink a Flask of Claret ; but 
that he mutt flick to his Cool Tankard. 
ee / : . The 
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The next Morning, when I came to wait on 
him, he was down in the Stable amongft his 
Horfes, without a Cap, having nothing on 
but his Night-Gown and Slippers. I asked 
him, How he did? He faid, Never better in all 
its Life. This was in the Month of March, 
Now, this is termeda defperate Way of Prac- 
tice. But then, they who condemn it, fhould. 
give an Inftance of any one I have loft by fuch 
Methods. | | 
There is nothing more certain, than that the 
whole Animal Creation is liable to divers Kinds 
of Difeafes; and it is as certain, that the Al- 
mighty Geodnefs has afforded Animals fuch 
Appetitions of Nature, or Inftinét, that we 
daily fee they have Recourfe to fuch Remedies, 
whereby they recover their Health. Birds re- 
fort to their feveral Sorts of Caftings, when 
then their Stomachs are depraved ; in Fevers, 
to Cold-Bathing ; or when they have gorged 
themfelves with too much Food, then to their 
Weatherings on the Tops of high T’rees. Let 
but a Lady’s Lap-Dog go out in the Fields, 
he fhal fearch every where to find out the 
Gramen Caninum, or Dogs-Gra/s 3 of which: 
he fhall eat, till he both Vomits and Purges. 
As for the Reptilia, thofe {mall Animals, there 
is no doubt to be made, but they have alio 
their Remedies. Now, by our Treatment of 
the feveral Difeafes incident to us, it feems 
as if Providence had exempted us from this — 
ereat Benefic afforded to the waar 
! rea- 
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Creatures. If we have a Fever, we muft be: 


wee 


kept clofe, and plied with th® moft heating 


Remedies; be denied cooling and diluting 


Liquors, and every Thing elfe that we call 
for with the greateft Earneftnefs. ‘Thus 1s 


_contradiéting the Rules of Nature, and moft 
Certainly Wrong. Right: Reafon, and the 


Rules of Nature, will eternally tally. 


Tam credibly informed, the moft learned 


_and ingenious DoCtor Boerhaave, in all Fe- 


vers bleeds plentifully, gives Air to his Pa- 
tients immediately, tears of all Blifters, and 
indulges the fick Perfon with all manner of 


cooling and diluting Liquors. 


The Remedies that have been prefcribed 


- for the feveral Diftempers mentioned in this 


Treatife, may, with God’s Bleflirg upon 
them, be depended on as very efficacious in 
the Cure of each particular Difeale; unlefs a 
Perfon has a Complication of Diftempers 
upon him at once. But I mutt. give the 
Reader one Caution, that there is a great 


_ Difference in the Conftitutions of Mankind ; 


and therefore it muft be left to every Mai’s 


_ Dilcretion, as to the Quantity he is to take 


= ew 7 


of each of thefe Medicines. 
I have gone through moft of the Diftem- 


_perscommon to the Climate we live in, and 


have fhewn, at the fame Time, what is the 


‘ing the Pefcriptions intelligible, 1 have been: 


‘moft likely Method of curing them; and hope, 


that as tothe Plainnefs of my Style, and mak- 


as 
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as good as my Promife made in the Beginning 
of this Treatif®. | ) | | 

Ido ‘not feek for Applaufe from this Per- 
formance, efpecially, from the Gentlemen of 
the Faculty, being fenfible how many great: 
and powerful Enemies I have amongit them ; 
who, as they have done all they could hi-’” 
therto to difcredit my Practice, fo probably: 
will take occafion from the Publication of 
thefe Sheets, to improve their Invectives and 
Refentments againft me. But as Cuftom has _ 
made i]] Ufage familiar to me, 1 think, Iam 
prepared for any future Calumny.- In the 
mean Time I would caution unwary People 
againft one Thing ; which ts, not to miftake _ 
every Graduate for a Phyfician, nora Clan — 
of prejudiced Gentlemen for Oracles. Ex- | 
perience is all in all; and, I will venture to 
fay, fome Experience has fallen to my Share, 
having fought it in other Places befides the - 
Shops of Apothecaries, or the Colleges o 
Phyficians. | : | 

From all the Doétor has laid down in — 
this Treatife, it appears, that he perfectly un- 
derftood the Diftempers he treats of ; and 
where any of his Prefcriptions may appear 
a little harfh, it is to be fuppofed as he de- 
clares, that the Dofes, or the Practice, muft 
be leffened to thofe People who have tender » 
Conftitutions: On the Whole, I efteem the 
Work to be founded on as good Principles 
as any of the Kind yet publifh’d. 
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AV i N G omitted the following Let- 
ter from Anthony Balam, Efq; in Great-- 


as, Street, which I defigned to have in- 


ferted, when I was fpeaking of Quick-Silver, 


al fhall give it my Readers in this Place. 


London, April 15, 1732. 


STR: 
OU have always undoubtedly great 
6 Satisfaction in hearing Succefs at- 


a 


; scans your Advice, efpecially in obftinate 


“ 


© Chronic Cafes, which have long baffled 


** the Power of Phyfick. 


‘© T therefore think myfelf indifpenfably 
‘ obliged to give you that Pleafure, fo much 


Ca 


** your Due, 1 in reciting, the Effects of your 


Bac ¢ 


ei 


_ “© Prefcription. 


<< You will, I am. fure, excufe me from 
the difficult’ Attempt of explaining my 
“¢ Cafe; which, were I able to execute, 


a would be needlefs to you, who are fo well 
** acquainted with it. Let it therefore, fuf- 
fice to fay, That my Afthma has been 
Ae > from my Infancy, and, at different Times, 


Lal 


‘¢ has 


a A 
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has afflicted me under all the various Shapes 
that Diftemper exhibits in all the Patients 


T-ever yet converfed with, and, thar I 


never found any very fenfible Relief from 
Phyfick, Some Time in December latt 
was Iwelve-Months, you advifed me to. 
take Quickfilver ; I happily refolved to fol- 
low this Advice, and immediately found 


* great Relief. Other Diforders, after fome 


Time ufing it, intervening, occafioned 
fome Interruptions in my Courfe; and 
from Fune ull Ofobzr, being in the Coun- 
try, I quite forbore the Ufe of it ;but, at 
that Time, I again began taking it, one 


- Ounce per Day, and hath hitherto conti- 


nued it with very few Intermiffions: The 
Confequence of which, is, that from the. 


- firft Time of taking it, to this Inftant, I 


never had any violent Fit; and, during all . 
the Jaft Winter, I haye not been confined 
otherwife than through Precaution, to 
avoid the Inclemencies of very bad Wea- 
ther, or upon flight Attacks, when Reft . 
is always preferrable to any the leaft- Mo- 
tion. My Complaints, though very greatly 


_diminifhed, I cannot fay, are abfolutely re- 


moved; I have had frequent Symptoms 
threatening me, and efpecially this Spring ; 
the Variablenefs of the Weather being 
always a great Enemy to me. But hap- 
py in a high Degree is my prefent Con- 
dition, when compared with my Former. 

cs story 
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To you lam indebted for this Happinefs ; 
and, I fhall be always ready. to make fuch 
Acknowledgments of it, asthe moft grate- 
ful Senfe can infpire. 

‘© Tf youthink my Name maydoany Ser- 
vice in encouraging other Sufferers to try 
a Remedy, which, by my Experience in 
a long Ufe, proves not only very innocent 
of the Charge of bringing on other bad 
Confequences, but, likewife, the fole efficaci- 
ous one in this lamentable Diforder, you are 
very welcome to make fuch Ufe of it as 
you may think proper. 

‘© T have the Liberty to mention another 
Gentleman’s Name, who, through my 
Means, and by Encouragement from me, 
has reaped'a much greater Advantage from | 
your Advice than myfelf. Mr. More, who 
lives at Ep/om, has been troubled from his 
Infancy. with an Afthma in an extream De- 
gree: About laft February was Twelve- 
Month he began the Ufe of Quick-filver : 
He has taken it ever fince with very few 
Intermiffions : He has from that Time had 
but two {mall Fits; the laft was in dugu/t 
paft, and was the leaft of the Two : Since 
that Time, he has not had one Afthmatick 
Symptom; and from not being able fcarcely 
ever to walk, he has, for his Diverfion, . 


walked from London to Epfom. 


** IT wifh you may foon produce fo many 


‘ other Examples of fuch Cures, as may 


‘Soyer. 


‘o 


- To Dr. Dover. 
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overcome all Prejudices and eroundlefs 


‘ Fears, and. propagate the merited Credit 
‘ of fo falutiferousa Remedy. Iam, | 


&¢ 


LS Gry 
Your moft obliged 


And very bumble Servant, 


ANTHONY BALAM, 


N. B. Having taking Noiike of fome Errors 


% 


in the Pra€tice of “other Phyficians, I fhall 
frankly acknowledge one in my own: I 
have hitherto béen to zealous in recom- 
mending one particular Apothecary; but 
am refolved, for the Future, to let all my 
Patients make wf of any Apothecary they 
like beft; which, I think, is bute doing 
Juftice to the Gentlemen of that Profef- 
fion. , 


THE 
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THE 


“Hofpical Surgeon. 
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Of Mercury. 
1 H E, following Tracts. being the Refulé. 


. of a long Pradtice ‘and ‘Experience, 
joined. with a diligent Application, makes it 
“needlefs» to write ‘any Preface to, this Piece. 
Te may not, however, be improper to ac- 
quaint thofe who have not read the former 


Part, which was firft printed in 16g, that — | 


this has a Connexion with it ; and may be 
efteemed an additional Advantage thereto, as 
it ferves to perfect and compleat that Work ; 
tho’, without fuch Affiftance, it has already. 
met ‘with fo univerfal an Approbation, as to 
have been tranflated into all the European 
Languages. 
é It fhould be obferved, likewife, that. the 
Italian Tranflation of the famous M. Sancafa- 
ny, Counfellor and firft Phyfician to his High- 
‘nefs the Duke de Gua/tale, has brought over 
fome Perfons who were too tenacious of old 
Principles, and had profeffedly wrote againft 
‘a new Method. 
Surgery 
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Surgery is under this Obligation to them, 
that their Obfcurity has added.a new Light 
to my Imagination, and compelled me to pro- 
duce fuch Reafons and Proofs, as may make 
fome Progrefs toward perfecting our Art; 
and upon this Motive I refumed my Pen. I 
think my felf obliged to ward off the indirect 
Attacks made on my zealous Tranflator, by 
anfwering all Doubts and Objections, and by 

oppofing the falfe Maxims of Antiquity, with 
- Reafon and Experience. | ; 

In this Difpute, I was not a little furprized 
to fee my Letters tranflated and printed, by 
the Care of my ingenious Tranflator, not- 
with{tanding the unpolifhed, laconic, obfcure, 
and unartful Style in which they were written. 

However, they happened to be well receiv- 
ed by many very excellent Profeflors, with 
which Italy abound. My Tranflator has fe- 
veral Pieces in his Poffeffion, which I never 
took a Copy of; and in this Collection there 
are fome already printed in Stalian, which I 
have reviewed, corrected, and made feme 
Additions to ; but, as that Language is not 
much ufedin France, I chofe to publifh them 
likewife in the fame with my former Work. 

- ] fhould lkewife obferve, that I had the 
good Fortune, on my own accord, to fall 
into the Opinion of the famous Ce/ar Magati, 
and afterwards to raife him up out of the Ob- 
{curity in which he had remain’d for above 
a whole Century. : 

This 


REELS 

This is a fort of a Miracle wrought by my 
former Work. The Reader will meet with 

other Miracles of Art in this: Eyes entirely 
oft, reftored by one fingle Operation, and 
-a Number of defperate and mortal Cafes, by 
wrong Treatment, conquered by gentle and 
expeditious Methods. Thefe will appear up- 
on a Perufal of this Work: and a faithful 
Practice will evince the Truth of them. 
-Magatus is here revived by Accident : The 
happy Succefs of our Operation in Difeafes of 
the Eyes, is not owing to my Invention; I 
have only had the Advantage of fetting it 
forth on feveral Occafions, having never met 
but with one Perfon in my Life who has 
_practifed it before me. 

Mercury, whofe Virtues 1] here publifh, is 
a Miracleof Nature, and the greateft Gift of 
_ Providence in the whole Materia medica. 
_ My Knowledge of it is more owing to 

Chance, than to all I could collect trom 
thofe who have ufed it, or wrote of it. 
-. Tam ready to acknowledge, that it was not 
_ from the Refult of any Reafoning, that I firft 
entered upon the Ufe of it ; however, the 
~ Succefs I met with from its Admuniftration, 
encouraged me to adhere to it, and to add 
_ Authority to one Experience, by another ; 
Thave fince met with frequent and favourable 

Opportunities of experiencing its Efficacy in 

many chronical and inveterate Difeafes, 

which, although deemed incurable, have yield- 

Di- | , ed 
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ed to the Power of crude Mercury. J Rave 
found out a Method to prevent it from fub- 
liming, tho’ I cannot be of Opinion, that the 
Heat of our Bodies is fufficient to fublime it 
without fuch a Reftraint. I have mixed i 
with gentle Catharticks, which determines 
one Part of it by Stool ; another Part of i 
enters into the Mafs of Blood, and mixes with 
the Lymph in Circulation, without lofing its 
globular Figure, which it never leaves till it 
has rendered it capable of penetrating every 
where by its Subtility and Fluidity, and of 
nourifhing all Parts of the Body by Means 
of its balfamic Particles, which it reftores to 
their natural State, when they are depraved 
and altered, and removes al] Obftacles that 
may impede its Progrefs. It is a profeficd 
Enemy to all heterogeneous, vitiating, or 
malignant Matter : As I became acquainted 
with its Virtues thro’ a long and conflant 
Practice, I have not'been very follicitous “in 
confulting Authors who have treated of it; 
I know that Mr. Lemery, and fome others 
extol ‘it. r Y 
Avicen fays, that fome People drink it 
without any ill Confequence, and prefcribes 
it for Children in Scald-heads. Planifcampus 
attributes more excellent Qualities to Mercury 
than to Guaiacum. . Marianus Santius directs 
no lefs than four Pounds of it to be taken in 
the Iliac Paffion. Antonius Mufa, and Mefue 
recommend it for the Worms and we 
re 
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Mr. Ze Duc, a Phyfician, who made a Voy- 
age'to the Levant, tell us, that the Women 
of Smyrna frequently fwallow two Drams of it 
at a time to affure Conception, and laughs at 
thofe who think it a Poifon; for, fays he, 
the Workers in Quickfilver-Mines have got- 
ten a Trick of fwallowing fome Pounds of it, 
juft as they are leaving off Work ; which they 
difcharge as foon they get Home, and fell. 
To prevent which Roguery, ’tis ufual to con- 
fine them for fome Hours after they have done 
Work, that they may be obliged to evacuate 
what they have fwallowed. | 
Some look upon Mercury to be hot, and 
others cold ; however, if it mollifies the 
Blood, if it mitigates the moft exquifite Pains, 
and calms the Tumult of the Spirits in the 
Volvulus, and in. many other Diforders ; if it 
difpofes lean Perfons to grow Fat, as without 
‘doubt it does; thefe Confiderations added to- 


gether, make it more probable that *tis ra- 


ther cold than hot, or, at leaft, of a Temper’ 
‘between both. . : 

_. But whether it be hot or cold ’tis ‘its Ef- 
feéts I chiefly regard, and not its Qualities. 
‘Let it be extolled or condemned, its Virtues 
will be always the fame: *’Fis Matter of Fact 
‘that no one Thing in Nature is capable of 
producing fo falutary and pol ot Dene 
in almoft all Diforders 5 fome are of Opinion, 
that it is a good Medicine, but dangerous, 
which is giving it a good and bad Character 
ae | at 
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at the fame Time, and thereby make Rodis ) 
for Fears and Doubts, and deprive an infinite . 
Number of afflicted Perfons of the fpeedy 
Help they might receive from its Ufe. i 
Experience being the ftrongeft Evidence — 
can be offered, J thought i it ‘might not be 1 im-§ 
proper to relate fome Cures performed, at 
different Times, -on different Subjects, and in 
different Diforders. A very large Volume 
would hardly contain all thofe which I have ’ 
performed in the Space of the three and forty 
Years that Lhave made ufe of Mercury, was 
Ito publifh them. I have followed the fame. 
, Method in this Treatife, as ] have done in my 
former Work, where at the End of the Cure | 
of each Wound, I have annexed, an Obfer-— 
vation by way of Reflection ; and in this, I 
have alfo fubjoined a kind of Rationale to - 
every Experiment, in order toexplain the Me- 
chanical Idea which 1 had of this Remedy. 

In the Year 1681, when I was at Turin, a 
young Abbot informed me, that after an im-— 
pure Commerce, he had-been attacked with 
fome venereal Complaints, which were indiffe- 
rently taken Care of ; that, fome Months after, © 
he was afflicted with nocturnal Pains in feve- 
ral Parts of his Body, together with an Ulcer 
in his Nofe, which he fhewed me. He told me, 
that the Pofture of Affairs, and the Seafon of 
the Year, would not permit him to enter upon | 
a ftri€t Courfe of Medicine ; and, that it was 
of the utmoft rig: to him, to have his | 

Diforder 


 - 
‘Diforder kept Secret ; defiring me to con- 
trive fome Method which might for the prefent 
hinder its furcher Progrefs, and in the Spring, 
he faid, he would go to Paris for the Conveni 
ency of perfecting the Cure. 45, 
JI had, at thattime, buta fuperficial Know- 
Jedge of Mercury ; and therefore made him 
up, according to my ufual Manner, a Mafs of 
purging Pills, and ordered him to take a fingle 
Pill every other Night going to Bed. 
He had not taken them above five Times, . 
before he told me his Pains were diminifhed, 
and his Ulcer much better. And after eleven 
or twelve Dofes, he found himfelf intirely cur- 
ed, to his own Surprife, as well as mine, who 
imagined I had only palliated the Difeafe. 
 Jadvifed him, however, for Security’s Sake, 
to continue his Medicine for tome httle time 
longer, and ’tis very certain, that he never 
afterwards felt the leaft Symptom of the Dif- 
order. | 
If we confider, that Mercury is the only Re- 
medy capable of deftroying the venereal Viru- 
Jence, it will not be furprizing that it wrought 
this Effet in the prefent Cafe. But it feems 
difficult to account for its acting in fo falutary 
a Manner, without giving the Patient the leaft 
Inconvenience ; he having never been interrupt- 
ed in his Reft or Dict, through the whole 
Courfe of his Cure, nor was he confined to his 
Room, or any ways altered his ufual way of 
Living, fo-as to give any one the leaft Su- 
| fpicion 
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siGibH of his being under a Courfe of Phy- 
fick. a 

This was the firf Cure I ever performed a 
fuch a Manner, being,at that time, Surgeon- 
_ Major of the: Hofpital of Briancon, where [ 
_practifed the fame Method with equal Succefs.. 
In the Year 1694, M. le Marechal de Cati- 
_nat {ent me feveral fubaltern Officers to Oulx, 
who were afflicted with the fame Diftemper : 
They took no other Remedy, and returned to’ 
the Army in fix Weeks, fat, brisk, and well, 
without any farther Trouble. I omit relating 
the Particulars to avoid Prolixity, and fhall 
only give one Inftance of a’Cure of each Kind, 
unlefs fome extraordinary Circumftance fhall 
induce me tothe contrary. 

In the following Year she M. Ze Gobitel 
de 8. George, Gentleman of the Horfe to her 
_ Royal Highnefs, and a Captain in the Guards, | 
defired me to vifit the Corporal of his Compa- 
my, who had been troubled with a fchirrhous 
Tumour, for two Years, at that time as big 
as one’s Head, which covered his right ‘Thigh, - 
fo that he could hardly walk with a pair of 
Crutches : The moft eminent Surgeons in Jz- 
vin had ordered him many Remedies, without © 
Succefs : I was. refolved to try what Mercury 
would do in this Cafe, and having continued 
it, in the Manner afore-mentioned, for eighteen - 
or twenty Days, the Tumour foftened, and — 
came to Suppuration. I opened it, ‘and dif 
charged feven or eight Pintsof Pusand Be 

an 
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and in’a Month’s Time he was perfectly neds 
and walked without his Crutches: 

The Suaccefs I met with i in this Cure; gave 


me a high Efteem for the Remedy, but my 
Removal to another Station, foon after, de- 


prived me of the frequent Opportunities of 
applying it as I wifhed. Befides, my Age had — 


Not “as yet advaticed the to-a requifite De- 
eree of ‘Credit’ for acting as | thought proper, 
and therefore was ‘obliged to wait ‘for a more 
favourable Seafon. 

In the Year’ 1687, ‘being siirsdnn! Mais 
of the Hofpital of Luferne; I Ladminiftred it 
with Succefs in feveral- hard ‘and’ {chirrhous 
‘Tumours. f found that thofe which were but 


‘of a moderate ‘Size!’ and of: no very long Du- . 


ration, would be difipated without Suppurat- 
ing ;.and that thofe which were larger and of 
a longer Date; would: come. to Suppuration, 
‘This made me of Opinion; that notwithftand- 
ing their Hardnefsy Age and Thfenfibility, yet 
they were not intirely without a Communic: - 
tion with the Fluids. | 
« To give ‘a’ Mechanical Explicati ion of the 
Effect “of Gogh in thefe ‘Basi age’: ir muit 
be confidered, that the Matter which confti- 
tutes thofe' Tumours are owing to Congeftion, 
as’ well as Obftructions in: al Te ‘other Parts of 
the Body, cannot move ofits felf, when it is 
once accumulated and ftopped : Notwithftand- 
ing the Elafticity of the Parts, there is an ab- 
folute Neceflity for fomething'to fhock, fubti- 
life; render it flid, and difanite i it. 

5 fF | To 
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To anfwer this End, the Fluids which cir- 
culate in Tumours, as well as in other Parts 
of the Body, muft be put into a rapid Moti- 
on, {ufficient to difintangle, loofta, and re- 
move that which before was fixed and with- 
out Motion..’Tis Mercury alone which is ca- 
pable of performing this Office, as it unites 
- it felf with the Lymph, follows its Motion, and 
accompanies it through all Parts of the Body. - 
Thefe little Globules, which. are divifible 
ad Infinitum, roll along with it infeparably ; 
The Rotundity of their Figure make them 
fit to encounter the Obftacles they meet with 
in their Way without any Fear of their being 
ftopped, withheld, or entangled: They flide 
upon, ftrike, rub, and put thofe Particles of 
Matter into Motion which were united, con- 
nected and coagulated, in the Parts, or in the 
Glands, contrary to the Laws of Nature ; 
They render them more fluid, reduce them to 
Pus, or carry them away with themfelves, to 
be excreted by the perfpiratory Paflages, or 
by Stool or Urine. y ia 
By this Mechanifm, unnatural. Tumours, 
Obftructions in Ulcers, and other Parts of the 
Body, are removed, the Fluids re-eftablifhed in 
that State which is neceflary to Life, and the 
Prefervation of Health: This is what I con- 
ceive concerning the two Operations of Mer- 
cury on Coagulations ; that of abforbing, and 
that of diffolving ; tho’ thefe are Philofophi- 
cal ‘Terms, which with regard to operative 
7 , 3 Effects 
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Effects are to be explained in a very different 
Manner, as I fhall endeavour to fhew hereafter. 
In 1691, when I was Surgeon-Major of the 
Hofpiral of Briancon, 1 was fetched to a young 
Woman, who had a Tumour on her Right 


Cheek for two Years: When it came to Sup- 


puration it was dreffed with a Tent, which 


left in Fiftulous, and by Degrees the lower Jaw 


became fo fixed, that its Motion was entirely 


oft, and her Mouth fo clofed that fhe was con- 


{trained to live wholly on Broths, or other Li- 


quids. I was told, that fhe had made ufe of fe- 
veral Remedies without any Succefs. 


I ordered fome very fmall Pills to be made a 


up for her, one of which fhe took every 


other Day fora Month, atthe End of which 
her Jaw was relaxed, her Mouth opened, and 


her Fiftula perfectly healed, to the great Joy 


_and Surprife of the Patient. As this Cure was 


fomewhat extraordinary, it prevailed upon me 
to adminifter the Remedy in feveral chronical 
Difeafes, which had before eluded the Force 
of all the ufual Medicines, which notwithftand- 
ing, yielded to this. 


| "The greateft Part of the Fi/tulas, which hap- 


pen in Wounds and Abfceffes, are the Conie-_ 
quence of Tents, which by bending the Fi- 
bres of the Canal, into which they are intro- 


- duced, and by their frequent Friétion, and 


continual Compreffion, unite them, and caufe 
them to adhere to one another, ’till at length 
they form what is ufually call’d a Callus. 


F: 2 : As 
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As there are a great Number of fimall Vef- iy 
fels in all Parts of the fag which convey A 
the Lymph and’ the other Juices: The Ori- — 
' fices of the little Tubes, which are contained x 
within the wholeExtent ofthe Callws,and which | 
confines and bears upon the aforementioned, _ 
replicated and united Fibres, are difunited by — 
the Force of the globular Particles of the Mer- ~ 
-cury mixed with ‘the Lymph: The nutritious — 
Juice expands it felfamong the Fiores thus re-- © 
lieved, and re-inftates them in their original 
Order : I think the Efedt Mercury produces 4 
upon the callcus Part of Fi/fulas cannot be-fo ~ 
cafily explained in any other Manner, as by 
its fhocking and difengaging the Fibres which — 
were be fore replicated and glued together ; in — 
which Cafe ’tis abfolutely “heceffary that the @ 
Tent fhould be thrown afide : Thofe who are ~ 
refolved to have it; that its Virtue confifts in 
abforbing of Acids, fhould not urge that Con- 
fideration here, where there are no Acids to be 
abforbed ; or if they urge thatit ferves todif- 
folve the Callus, let them give fome mecha- — 
nical Account how 1t is performed ; for *tis 4 
certainly true, that it muft act after the fame. 
Manner here as in other Obftructions and Tu- 
mours, and that tis only by virtue of fome- 
mechanical Property, that ic aniwers the End 
in’fuch a Number of various Cafes. iiss 
After the Peace in 1696, I had the Honour. | 
to fucceed the famous M. Thoxvenot, who was, 
"alt his Death, firke Surgeon to her Royal 
Highnels ; 


OT) GRE it: 

 Highnefs ;' foon after I came to Turin, 1 faw 

a poor Girl begging on the Steps of St. Fobn’s 

Church, ina Place called Cornie : The Nam- 
_ of fcrophulous Holes in her Face, and up- 

on her Breaft, rendered her an Object. horri- 
ble to look at: -B:fides this, all the! Glands cf 
_ her Neck were fwoln, and her Hands and Feet — 
were quite deformed. 

I fent for her Home, and Hsuosnted upon 
“her to take a Dol of my Mercury every 
other Day ; and being willing to-fee her take 

» the firft Dofe my felf, “T ordered fonie Soop to 

| be brought her, to drink: after it. 

She continued to ufe this Medicine for the 

' Space .of fix Months, at-the End of which 
/ Time the was perfectly cured ; fo that fhe was 
_ afterwards married, and had evil Children. 

Scrophulous Cafes are the moft difficute to 
cure, and very few Remedies affeét their Caufe. Ry 

- They frequently occur in forne Climates and 
- Nations, and are often the Inheritance of our 

 Anceftors Irregularities: Their. Origin is in 

the Blood, their Seat in the Glands and Joints. 

The Gilder: oftheir Nature, and the Vifcidi- 

- ty of their Humour, which is infpiffated by 
_ an Acid, makes them not eafily conquered by : 
; _ ordinary Remedies. 
It has been long fince confeffed, that Mer. 
~cury is the only Medicine capable of perform- 
ing a thorough Cure in thefe Diforders, ci- 
ther by liquefying, diffolving, and putting the 
_ in Motion, or by deftroying the Acids 
2 and 
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and Vicious Ferments, which occafion the co- ¢ 
agulation of the Lymph, and by fending Spi- _ 


rits and Heat into the afflicted Members. _ 
The Acid which is the Caufe of thefe cold 


Coagulations, is exceeding difficult to be de- . 
ftroyed. The Mercury can by its Motion, but — 


little affect its foft and glutinous Texture: And 


5 


for this Reafon a confiderable Time is required — 


before it is able to difconcert it, and break, or 


blunt the Points of the Acids which occafion 


it ; however, without Difpute, it. affects it at 


Jaft : For by circulating with the Lymph in — 
the Articulations, and in the fcrophulous — 
Glands, it gradually removes the Obftacles © 


which oppole the Courfe of the -Fluids. 


About a Year after, I had under my Care 
M. Dufaure, a Frenchman, who had been — 


afflicted with a Tumour inthe Liver for aboye 
two Years, for which he had confulted feveral 


Univerfities, to no Purpofe. 
bs 8 ee ee soso see [ee — ne woes wis: 
ete aon tas vigger tnan one’s Fut, 
‘exceeding painful, and externally protuberant, 


by which *twas eafy to determine the Extent . 


of ic: His Pulfe was irregular, he was troubled 
with frequent Syncopes, want of Sleep, and an 
univerfal Uneafinefs. | 7 
~ I propofed to him the Ufe of my Remedy; 
as a proper Diffolvent for the Diffipation of his 
Tumour : He drank chalybeated. Wine with 
it, in which Capillus Veneris was infufed 5 and 
was perfectly cured in a Month’s Time by the 
conftant Ufe of his Medicines. © hk 
| | : 
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» This Tumour was {chirrhous, notwithftand- 

ing it was painfal 3 which might poffibly be 

occafioned by its Compreffion upon the Parts - 

which it adhered 3 and he has enjoyed a good 

State of Health ever fince. 

Me. Couturiere, Milliner to her Royal High- 
nefs, was afflicted in 1703, with a’‘lVumour in | 

her Breaft, which grew confiderably ina fhort 
Time, being very painfuband are and tend. 
ing directly to a Carcinoma. 

She. ufed the fame Remedy, and was entire- 
Jy cured in one. Month, having never fince felt 
the Jeaft Painin that Part. Vatt Numbers have 

been cured, both at Court and in the City by 
the fame Medicine ; and very: Jately a Lady 
of the firft Rank, whofe Name I forbear to 
mention, though fhe has made no Secret of the 
Cure herfelf: However, if thefe Conrplaints 
are inveterate, the beft Way isnot to meddle 
with them, or to proceed immediately to Am- 
putation : They have always been looked up- 
on as Cafes of the moft difficult Cure, and are 
deemed incurable, when ulcerated. They are 
-excruciating upon Account of their Pain, and 
infupportable upon Account of their Stench 3. 


and there is nothing but crude Mercury taken aay 


inwardly, which by its Friction isable to blunt 
the Points of the Acids that confume the Flefh 
‘inthe Parts affected. And when the Cure be- 
comes impoffible, nothing is more fit to mi- 
tigate the Pain, prevent a further Progrefs, 
and oppofe Corruption and Stench.. 

Q F 4 When 
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When our Court attended the Queen of 
Spain as far as the Borough of Cony in 1702, 
I was, in returning back, feized in the City of - 
Loufan, with fo violent-a: Fit of the Gravel; 
that I imagined it would have:carried me off, © 
_ FE voided, in the Bath which was prepared. for 
me, feveral fmall Stonesand Gravel, with in-— 
conceivable Torture, andthe Liquor which © 
came away was purée Blood jinftead of Urine. — 
I was carried to Turin, where Mr. Foufage, — 
at that time, firft Phyfician to her Royal 
Highnefs, prefcribed me Medicines for three — 
- Months, at the End of which I relapfed in- — 
to my. former Condition, voiding Stones and — 
Gravel with exceffive Pain. lye 
At length I began to take my Diffolvent in- - 
to Confideration ; imagining, that thefe Stones — 
were formed and concreted by a thick Lymph, 
which could it be rendered: more fluid, would 
prevent any farther Concretions of. this Sort s 
and to this End J made Ufe of my Remedy : 
The Confequence was, that all my Symptoms 
--ceafed, and I have not from that Time to this 
~ been. fenfible of the leaft Touch of my Com- 
plaint. ’Tis true indeed, that at certain Sea- 
fons I take.a few Dofes of the Medicine, which 
I believe fecures-me againft'a Relapfe. 

I am the firft to whom I ever,adminiftred 
this Remedy in fuch a’ Cafe ; butnot the laft: 
-I have frequently given it to many Perfons in 
the fame Condition, and always with good 
Succefs, It is.not lefs efficacious in akin 

| - 3 
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of Urine from a vifcuous Gelly. M. /e Barcu 
de Chainaye Nifar has experienced it to his Sa- 
tisfaction. For four Years together he could. 
not make Water without the moft exquifite 
Pain and Labour: He took this Remedy, 
_and in a fhort Time he evacuated bis Urine 
freely and without Pain, M. Jé‘Chavelier de 
_ Morete who could make no Water. for five 
-Days together, without the Affiflance of my 
dear Fr’end M. Cicouigwi, and two other Phy- 
-ficians of Note ; but was cured in one Day’s 
Time by the Affiftance of my Remecy. 1} 
have a frefh Cafe of the like Nature, where the 
fame Remedy was given with Succefs. Buc 
fuch Relations lead me too far out of the Way ; 
_ fo I fhall fupprefs this with many others, not- 
withftanding a great Number of Initances are 
the moft perfuafive ; for a fingle Cure might 
be imputed to mere Chance, ? 
_ It appears then that crade Mercury 1s ule- 
- fulin. the Gravel, by bringing it away and pre- 
venting the Vifcofity of the Lymph, which 
conglutinates the tartarous Particles of the 
BLOOM iy 2% Gaia het 
__ , Thefe Vifcofities occafion much the-fame 
Symptoms as the Stone it felf, and. although 
the Pains they produce are not fo exquilite, 
_ they are, however, frequently atteaded with a 
Suppreffion of Urine, by obfiructing the Tubes 
which fhould convey it, into the Bladder : In 
fuch a Cafe, Mercury by the Rotundity of 
its Particles, and its Motion, is capable of 
a Lapa ets Sat: DEERE RR NEA a) 21'S ees 
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~ breaking, dividing and difperfing, the Coagu- 
Jation of the Lymph, and that in a fhort 
Time ; and, atthe fame Time, it blunts the 
Points of the Acids, and obligés them to let 
- go whatfoever they are connected with ; thus 

every Thing is reftoréd to its natural Order. — 
MM. Campagnole, who keeps one of the moft © 
noted Houfes of Entertainment in Turin, is 
fubje& to a violent Cholick ; which Difeafe 
has reduced her to the laft Extremity for thefe 
three Years. In 1722, fhe was attacked with 
this Diftemper in the Middle of the Night. 
As I lived in the Neighbourhood, fhe fent for — 
me: I found her in a deplorable Condition, 
and gave her a double Dofe of my Mercury ;_ 
foon after, her tormenting Pains ceafed, and - 
before Morning fhe voided by Stool a Pailful 
of Excrements and Water: The next Day 
fhe voided the fame Quantity, and fo was en- 
tirely freed of her Complaint : In the laft Fit 
before this fhe was tortured a whole Month. 
between Pains and Medicines, yet this gave 

her Eafe in a few Minutes after it was taken. 
The prodigious and hafty Evacuation in 
this Cafe was owing to Catharticks) but the 
Mercury contributed very much to it, by di- 
viding tr Humours, and rendering them more | 
fluid, and fit to be difcharged. This Woman 
had all the Epigaftrick Repion ftuffed with 
vifcuous and acid Humours, which occafion- 
eda Tenfion and Irritation in the Inteftines, 
and weakened the Periftaltick Motion of the 
| | Wee : — Guts, 
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Guts, which nothing could better re-eftablifh 
than Mercury, by the Motion of its.Parti- 
cles : It, at the fame Time, blunted the Points 


_ of the Acids, which occafioned Convulfions in 


thofe Parts : And the Crifpation of the Fibres 
_ being removed, whatfoever the Guts contain- 

ed was naturally precipitated by the Weight 
of the Mercury. ) 
__ Mercury, when it is received into the Sto- 
- mach, is blended with whatever it meets with 
there ; and, as the lacteal Veffels receive what 
is fubtle enough to.enter their Orifices, the 
more volatile Part of the Mercury is confe- 
quently admitted and conveyed into the Mafs 
of Blood, whichit renders more fiuid and foft ; 
whilft what remains in the Inteftines, purfues 
the common Courfe of Purgatives. : 

| In 1710; one M. de la Pierre, Governor to 
a German Lord, had an inveterate Itch, which 
- eluded the Force of all the Medicines he ‘had 
taken in France and Holland. He took of my | 
Mercury, and without the Affiftance of any 
other Remedy, was perfectly cured in three 
Weeks, went away very well fatisfied, and the 
“next Year wrote to me to fend him the Medi- 
cine to the Hague, one of his Friends being 
under the fame Misfortune, kc ge 
~ “M>'Carret, Commiffary of War'in the Ar- 
mies and Hofpitals of France, was afflicted 
withian il-favoured red Teter, which fpread 
over half his Face, he refufed to take any Re- 
medies that were recommended to him ; but 
es | came - 
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came to meas foon as conveniently he could; 
I gave him my;Mercury, which had fo fudden _ 
an Effect, that he perceived himfelf fenfibly © 
amended after the firtt Dofe ; after: the fecond | 
the Yeter was apparently diminifhed, and after — 
the fourth it was hardly difcernable. However, — 
he continued the Ufe of it ; but after the fifth — 
Dofe, there was not the leaft Footftep of it — 
remaining, | yal eet oye yh . a 
_. Another Cure was performed upon M. Je | 
Comte @ Argue, a Bavariau Gentleman, with — 
the fame. Expedition. As he returned from — 
France, where he had been fer his Health, he 
was feized in Savoy, with Painsin his Should- 
ers, and a large Clufter of Puftules which; co-- 
vered his. whole Face, this was. in.1723.; He ~ 
fent for the very learned. M. Cicoguini to ad- 
vile with him, whether it would be better to 
put himfelf under a Courfe of Medicine at Zu-. 
yin, or to return.to France. This Phyfician 
recommended Me, and my Remedy, which — 
_ he thought fufficient to. extricate him. from the 
Difficulty he laboured under : After he had 
twice taken it, he found his. Pains abated, and 
his. Puftules decaying, which entirely difappear- 
ed after the fourth Dofe. He continued the 
Repetition of it fome fhort Time, and: ftocked 
himfelf witha good Quantity when he ywent 
away. 4 do “ele. baa eon 
: The fadden Alteration occafioned by, the 
Mercury.in this tumified Zeter, is;an unde- 
niable Proof, of its DDE OEE ce PRP ; 
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‘Its manner of Operation is the fame in Teters, 
Itch, and Pimples of the Face and other Parts 
of the Body, .as it is in fchirrhous T umours, 
— Scrophula’s, .Carcinomia’s, Wenn’s Sc. it re- 
moves the Obftruction of the Glands, by de- 
ftroying the Acids which caufed it ; and the 
_ Lymph conveying it to the Pores of the Skin, 
its volatile Particles, carry the Acids which ) 
lurk in thofe Pores along with them, and dif- — 
charge them by infenfible Perfpiration, Thus — 
are the fibrous Mamille,. which. were before 
-comprefied and rendered. inactive, reftored to 
their: preftine Form, Elafticity, and Office : 
And the Orifices being unlocked, Perfpira- 
tion goés on as before... . 

Although the Diforders, hie I have de- 
feribed; were attended with Variety of Symp- 
toms, yet were they all produced from the fame 
Caufe.. The fofter Preparations ot Mercury, 


as Ethiops Mineralis, and the Powder of Algo- = 


‘rath, are ferviceable, i in external Application, 
by. exhautting the Acids, and opening the 
‘Skin. But. a:Salivation would inall Probabili- - 
ty enfue, fhould any of the acid Particles, when 
blended. with the Mercury, re-enter,into the 
‘Mafs of Blood, which makes me affirm, that 
crude Mercury taken by the Mouth, is more 
effectual, certain, and. expeditious. 

In 1719, my Adjutant’s Son in the Pofpi: 
tal of Briancon was fent me to Turin, afflicted 
with an uniyerfal Leprofy ; his Head was in 
a very bad Condition, and his whole Body “yered 

vere 


( 134 ) 


vered with white Scales : I fhewed him, in thefe ‘ 


~ Circumftances, to fome of the Profeffion. 


T took him to my Houfe, and gave hima — 
Pill every other Evening towards Bed-time. — 
At fix Weeks End his Head and Neck were — 


as clean as a Pearl, and perfeétly cured. 


The Leprofy and Pox havea near Affinity — 


to each other, according to the Opinions of 


moft learned Men. Mercury has, at all Times - 
been acknowledged for the Specifick in fuch 
Difeafes, fince it was firft difcovered and ad- — 


miniftred. And has certainly an abfolute Pow- 


er over thefe Ferments:: ’I'were needlefs to — 


illuftrate its mechanical Operation upon thefe 


Poifons : It is too well known ever to be call- ~ 
ed in Queftion. This was the firft Leper I 


ever had under my Care: This Difeafe though. 


— je 


very formidable, gives way to Mercury right- — 


In 1721, I-was commanded ‘by her Royal . 


ly prepared, as readily as the flighteft of them — 
re Ee ni | 


Highnefs to attend Madam /a Conteffe Bufquet, — 


in the City of Eguiere, who had been confined 


to her Bed for four Months by a violent and — 


painful Sczatica. She'could not ftir in the leaft, 
without giving herfelf mortal Agonies, and 


being conftrained to void her Excrements un- — 
der her, a Mortification was to’be’feared up- _ 


on her inward Parts ; wherefore, without de- 
Mercury, which he very readily came into. — 


1 ¥ ; 
. Sok ee c La 


» Tay, I propofed to her Phyfician the Ufe of my — 


She ! 
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_ She had not taken above three Dofes, be- 
~ fore the Violence of the Pain was abated ; and 
after the Fourth, fhe felt no more of it : Af- 
ter the feventh fhe left her Bed, and began to 
~ walk : The vaft Quantity of Phlegm which 


the firft Dofes of this Medicine difcharged fur- ~~ 


prized both the Patient, and her Phyfician, 
‘The Patient wondered to find an Abatement 
of her Mifery in Proportion ‘to the Evacua- 
tion, which did not in the leaft weaken her ; 
-and the Phyfician was at a Lofs to account for 
fuch extraordinary Succefs ; which occafioned 
him.to exprefs. his Surprize to me in a Let- 
ter. The Letter was read-to her Royal High- 
- hefs by my dear Friend M. Ciconigni, who was 
himfelf not a little pleafed at the fpeedy and 
falutary Effect of fo fimplea Remedy, as well 
as at the tender and obliging Expreffions of 
the Patient and the Phyfician. _ : 

The Gout in its Infancy, the Rheumatifm, 
the Sciatica, and all Difeafes of this Nature, 
are to becured by fwallowing crude Mercury, 
I am convinced, by Experience, that they are 
all of the fame Nature, tho’ they pafs under 
different Names, and effect different Parts of 
the Body : As they are produced by one Caufe, - 
they are to be overcome by one Remedy ; and 
by that very kind of Mechanifm which I il- 
luftrated before, in fpeaking of Acids. 

The expeditious Action of Mercury on fuch 
minute Bodies cannot, in my Opinion, be 
otherwife accounted for ; fince nouner fo 

| | oon 
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foon conyeyed into the Blood, or tothe Parts 
affected, which happens feveral Times in the ( 
Space of a natural Day. On this Score it comes ~ 


to pafs, that what it has begun in its firft Cir- 
culation, it finifhes in its fubfequent ones. I 


grant, that it efcapes partly by Perfpiration i 


and partly by Stool ; but then by repeating 
the Dofe, the Operation is continued without 
Interruption ; ; otherwife the Acids which take 
up their Refidence in the Pores and Mem- 
branes could not be diflodged, and commi- 
nuted, as it happens in Sciatice and Rheuma- 
tifms ; ; their Points ftanding on end, and _be- 


\ing noWays interwoven with any Subftance to 


defend them ; when the nutricious Juice, comes 


_Toaden with Mercury to the Membranes, ftuck 
full of thofe fharp Spicule, the {mall round 


Particles of the Mercury expand themfelves 
over the Membranes, and having Solidity 
fufficient, fhock,’ tear to Pieces, and deftroy 


‘the aforefaid Points which afterwards regur- 
gitate into the Veins. ¥ can form no other. 


Idea of the fpeedy. Termination of this Sort 
of Difeafes: Thofe who have a more exten- 
five Underftanding than mine, may poffibly 
give 4 more rational Account of the Matter. 
The Wife of Mr ‘Reffant, a Bookfeller'in 
Turin, aged about, 33, was fent co her Hut 


band from Briancon, under a Complication of 


Difeafés, ‘which had eluded the. Skill of the 


beft Phyficians in‘ Briancon for four Years. A- 
bas other Complaints, the had a fmall Fe- 


Bebb. 
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ver, a Difficulty of Breathing, a Pain in her 
Stomach, avery ftinking Breath, and a mon- 
ftrous Swelling of her right Thigh and Lee ; 
for which laft Diforder fhe had ufed diverfe 
Sorts of mineral Waters, both by way of 
Baths and Fomentations; in a Word, fhe 
was pronounced incurable. Her Husband find- 
ing her in-fo miferable a Condition, had fo 
much Confidence. in me as to:commit her en- 

tirely to my Care 5 and, indeed, it was with. 

fome Reluctance that I;undertook the Cure. 

- However, having been convinced by E:xpe- 
- perience, that in thefe defperate Cafes, efpeci- 
ally, Mercury gives Proofs of its Force, Vir- 

_ tue’and Efficacy, above all other Medicines ; 
Ino longer remained in Sufpence, but gave her 
my Remedy without any other Preparation. 
The firft Dofes had fome comfortable Ef- 
fects upon her ; moft of her Symptoms ceafed ; 
her Pulfe was much mended, the Pain of her 

Stomach and the ftinking Breath entirely dif- 
appeared; the Thigh and Leg were lef.caine. - 
~ful, and their Magnitude ‘confiderably dimi- 

nifhed. Thus fhe went on for fixteen Dofes, 


when her Menjes obliged her to defift ; but ~~ 


afterward! fhe refumed her. Medicine, and 
without any Conflict was this formidable Co- 
agulation of Humours diffolved ; and the Li- 
quors recovered their Fluidity after two and 
forty Dofes of the Mercury. The Thigh and 
Leg were relaxed, the coagulated Matter now 
‘made fluid,. returning, with, the Mercury into 
ge lenin ded 6) mal. baa hoi bo -ethe 
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the Blood : In fhort, in the Month of Aday, — 
the prefent Year 1724, the Mercury excited — 
a gentle Salivation : This was the only Time — 
I ever knew it produce fuch an Effect, tho? 
[ have given it above fix Months together. © 
- To enter rightly into the mechanical Ra- 
_ #onale of this Matter, it fhould be obferved, 
that in the Diforder of the Thigh and Leg, 
there was no Extravafation. The coagulated 
Liquors were entirely confined» within the 
Glands, and the external Veflels, a Proof of 
which is, that notwithftanding the Size of © 
thofe Parts, the Patient could ftill walk ; the 
Mufcles being unaffected. 
~ A Diffolution being once made in the Vel- — 
fels and the Glands, it is natural enough, that 
the, Liquor having. recovered its Fluidity, | 
fhould re-enter and mix with other Fluids, in — 
_ the Courfe of Circulation. ; 

But tne fubtile Parts of the Mercury being. 
clofely combined with what was diffolved, 
caufed thofe Fluids te aftend, by which Means | 
the Veffels of the Throat, which became di-_ 
ftended therewith, and the Orifices of the fa- — 
livary Duéts were ftrained and dilated, and af- — 
forded a Paffage to the feparated Humours; | 
and then the Tigh and Leg diminifhed con- 
fiderably. | ie 10 MEF 

This falutary Flux laftedabout-eight Days, — 
and re-eftablifhed the Gentlewoman in a fur-— 
prizing Condition of Health: She is now — 
actually under my Care, and I hope to reduce 
her Thigh and Leg to their natural State. 
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_ Jf crude Mercury did imbibe Acids, as ma- 
ny have imagined, it muft, in this Cafe, have 
been fufficiently ftocked with them, to have 
made Havock with the inward Parts of the 
Mouth in the Difcharge ; whereas, nothing 
more was perceived than a fmall Heat. Inthefe 
_Difeafes the morbific Particles are not fo pun- 
gent and corrofive as they are in Vencreal 
Cafes, which make the Bones carious, and de- ~ 
ftroy the Flefh, without the Affiftance of any 
other Matter. | 
_ The thick vifcous Matter which nourifhes 
the Hair, being abundantly increafed by the 
- Obftructions in the Skin where it is planted, _ 
occafioned fuch a Plenty of it, that the whole 
Lege and Thigh were perfectly covered there- 
with : for which Reafon Ilook upon the Ma- 
lady of thefe Parts to have had its rife from 
the Vifcidity of. the Matter ftagnating in the 
capillary Veffels and Glands of the Skin, which 
being mconceivEAbIy HuMETOUS, at lait iormed 
fo confiderable a Subftance.° EO OE 
It may then be taken for granted, that Mer 
cury, fooner or later, penetrates into, and 
breaks the Connexion of this Matter ; that 
it difengages them from the Acids, and fo re- 
ftores them to their original Fluidity. 
If we confider the Effects of Mercury in one 
Cure, we fhall be able to judge of its Effets 
in all others, though of a different Kind ; be- 
caufe in all its Variety of Operations and 
| Productions, 
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Laws. 


Productions, it acts by the fame Mechanical { 


Thave, at this Time: uhdet my Care, Difeates | 


that are inveterate and difficult to cure. J ad- 
minifter this fame Remedy in them all ; and 
from the Day I begin with it, I have Reaton | 
to hope for Succefs, although the common 
Methods in Praétice have failed. 


A 


| 
: 


P 
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Refpect forbids me to Name one of my Pa- — 
tients, and fome other Difcretion obliges me 
to conceal, But let the Reader judge’of what — 
may be done from what has been done: The — 


Cures already related, are furprizing, and thofe 
I fhall relate hereafter, will be no lefs... And 


now, I think, I have faid enough togive an — 


Idea of the Tefecks of this admirable Remedy. 4 


The firftt Wife of M. Rouffeau, in 1712, 


was afflicted for near four Months together ~ 


— 


7 


_-with a Complication of Diftempers. She was — 
Wilived by many of our Phyficians, who after — 


they haut caretunty examuned ner. Sy mptoms, 
were of Opinion that ia Solium had brought 


her into'a Confumption ; becaufe fhe vomited — 


conftantly, every Day, after fhe had eaten. 
Thefe Gentlemen agreed, that my Mercury 


was the only Medicine which could be of Be- 


nefit to her. 
The very firft Dofe took off her Vomiting, 


entirely recovered her. 

Cafes often occur, where it is Henly im- 
5 pobis that the moft accurate Phyfician fhould 
not 


"and the Reit, which were Twelve in all, . 
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not be miftaken. A Girl who wove Hair for 
‘my Perriwig-Maker in 1712, being about 15 
or 16 Years old, was for three Weeks toge- 
ther blooded and purged, befides other Reme- 
‘dies and Operations, that were ufed to fo lit- 
tle Purpofe, that at laft fhe was feized witha 
violent and frequent Hic-up, which prevented 
her from {wallowing or retaining any Thing 
in her Stomach. She was given over by her’ 
Phyfician, who defired her Mother to fend 
for a Prieft to give her the Sdcraments: In this» - 
Conjun&ure M. de la Touche came to me, and 
defired me to fee the Girl. I went, and after I 
had feen her, and examined her Pulte, I thought 
I perceived in her Eyes: fome Symptoms of 
Worms. I took M. de la Touche Home along 
with me, and delivered to him a Dofe of my 
Mercury, with Direétions to give it’ her by” 

egrees, in four {mall Pills, with alittle Wine. 
The firft Parcel fhe took ftopped the Hic-up, 
and fhe fwallowed the others with Eafe; foon 
after which fhe vomited up 2 Worm as thick” 
as one’s Finger, and half an Ell long, with a 
big Head : The Perfons who attended her, to 
my great Vexation, threw it away. She was 
perfectly cured in a few Days. 

Many Phyficians look upon Worms of the 
Body witha Kind of Indifference ; and efteem 
them ferviceable in confuming certain Super- 
fluities in our Bodies. 

But after all, the more they multiply, and_ 
the more they increafe in Bulk, the more Nou- 

rune 
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 rifhment they require. If in fuch Cafes a 


flender Diet fhould be ordered, they would 


1 


entirely confume it ; and if that were too little — 


to fuffice, they would prey upon the Parts 
themfelves. | : 
Upon this Confideration, the beft Way is 
to prevent their Increafe, and drive fuch Ani- 
_ mals out of the Inteftines, the Nourifhment of 
whofe Bodies are the Deftruction of our own. 
Worms of the Stomach and Inteftines are 
deftroyed by Mercury. Itnot only kills them, 
but deftroys the very Seeds of them. This all 


agree to, who have written of Mercury ; and — 


Experience evinces the Truth of it. 


} 4 
Almoft every Thing is full of Worms: Our — 


Food abounds with them ; their Seeds get into 
our Bodies an infinite Number of Ways. They 
float in the Blood and other Liquors, in all 
Ages, Sexes and Contftitutions, and devour in- 
differently what they meet with. But the Soli- 


i 
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um feeds on nothing by Chyle ; and therefore — 
a Confumption is an inevitable Concomitant — 


of this Creature. 


The Worms of the Stomach and Guts depo- ! 
fite Seed and Excrements, which mixing with — 


the Chyle, are carried into the Blood, and cre- 


ate Fevers of an uncommon Nature, either by 


Corruption, or by the Coagulation which their 
Acrimony occafions in the Blood. 


In all thefe Cafes, I believe nothing is fo — 


effectual as Mercury, on account of its fepa- 
rating from the Blood, and carrying away a- 
| along 
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long with it whatfoever is noxious : It pro- 
~ motes Perfpiration, and by its Percuffion and 
» the Sphericity of its Particles, diffolves, fepa- 
rates, and fubtilifes all Manner of Coagula- 
tions, which may be reckoned the Source of 
moft Fevers. : : 

In fhort, whether the febrile Effervefcence 
be kindled in the Blood by Worms, a wrong 
 Ufe of Natural Things, an 11] chofen Diet, or 
the Want of Perfpiration, Mercury overcomes 
all. When it7is well killed, and its Parts are 
divided as much as poffible ; and in this Con- 
dition is conveyed into the Stomach, «it is ea-. 
 fily admitted, into the lacteal Veins, and con- 
veyed into the Mafs of Blood. | 
Mr, Lewenhoeck has obferved, that the Blood 
confifts of globular Particles, as well as Mercu- 
ry : Wherefore ’twere impoffible they fhould 

enter into fuch Contraét with each other, as to 
be united. | ee 
The Motion of the Blood, and of the 
Lymph that accompanies it, caufes thefe {mall 
Globules to ftrike one againft another ; by 
which Shock reiterated, all the Particles both 
of the Mercury and the Blood are divided and 
fubdivided to Infinity : *Tis by fuch a Man- 
ner of Acting, that the Coagulations of the 
Blood are deftroyed ; that they are rendered 
the more fluid, and lefs liable to occafion Ob- 
ftructions in the fmaller Veffels. The Globules 
of Mercury united with the Lymph, being 
exceeding {mooth, and containing, in Propor- 
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tion to their Bulk, a very large Quantity of? 
Matter, fooner infinuate themfelves into. all _ 


Places where the Velocity of their Motion car-_ 
ries them ; removing all Obftaclesin its Courie ; 


and difperfing every Thing that is unnatural- 


ly united 5 which by the Motion communi— 


ee 


b 
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cated to it, is hindred from reuniting, and thus — 
difcharged through ‘one of the Emunctorics, — 


according to the Inclination of Mates ors 


the Difpofition of the Subject. 


Thefe Particles being, as I faid efores 


united with'the Lymph, render it more fluid, 


a 
2 


penetrating, active, fweet, and balfamick, sap 
confequently more fit to increafe the nutritious — 


Juice in the feveral Parts of the Body, and 
‘more proper to repair the Loffes fuftained by 
the Violence of Difeafes ; taking away, at the 


fame Time, the fatal Caufes which peiticaent 


them. 


If what I have obferved of Mercury be true, 
it muft be acknowledged that it has Nothing 
in it that is corrofive. If it be capable: at any- 


Time of affuming fuch Qualities, it muft be 


when it is divefted of its natural Figure and’ 


Motion. 


-It muft therefore be! the’ Violence of offe 
Fire, which altering its Figure, renders it cor~ 


rofive ; which is the Cafe when it is incorpo- 


rated with Salt and Vitriol to make ibis spot 7 


Sublimate.* ~ _ 
If Mercury may. be judged of fret its Ef 
ie furely crude Mercury has the beft Title 


to 
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to be called Mercurius dulcis y for that which | 
is prepared with Fire, and goes by. that Name, 
-is capable of uniting with “Acids: in the Body. 
-$o that to avoid the Danger of raifing a. pain- 
-ful Salivation, it muft be given. but. in imall 
Quantities, and that feldom : I have known 
the terrible Confequences of it upona Lady of 
. Diftinétion, who fell a SarHitice to.this Re- 
pmedy, 

When crude Mercury enters into: the fod 
_ by Frictions, or Fumigations, it mixes with the 
Lymph ;, but then it penetrates alfo into the 
Veins At Asteries, where it: ftrikes. agrainit 

. the arterial Blood, with a Direction contrary 
. to the Courfe of it, and acts upon it in the 
Manner of a Bank, or Damm. | 

“If the Blood and Spirits yield to. -fach a 
b Shock, their Motion mutt of Neceflity be 
~ much weakened, and even fuppre fled as-iar as 

the Friétion extends 3 ; fo that they will -irevi- 
_tably ftand full, or move backwards :.: ‘This 
. Struggle therefore mutt produce fuch Symp- 
toms as always attend an impeded Circulation, 
_which Ihave feen many Inftances of. 

If it enters the Pores of the {mall nervous. 
-Fibres which terminate at the Skin, it will 
_farther penetrate into the Trunks of the Nerves, 
cand obftruét the Courfe of che animal Spirits, 
_and occafion a Palfy. , 

Thefe Effects are not puiduced by crude 
Mercury : ’Tis the Manner of applying ity 
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which occafions thefe Extravagancies, befides 
many more which I could mention. 
The Difference then is plain between crude 
Mercury tranfimitted through the Pores of the 
Skin, and’taken by the Mouth ; for in this 
Jatrer Way it intimately mixes with what it 
finds in the Stomach and Chyle; it enters the 
Bluod, and follows the natural and voluntary 
Motion of i it, which it renders more fluid and 
fubtile, by deftroying the Obftacles which op- 
pofe its Paffage. All this is effected with the 
utmoft Gentlenefs and Expedition, without 
Conftraint, Agitation, or Tumult.’ | 
Acid Spirits injected into the Veins, occa- 
fion terrible Symptoms, yet they are ferviceable 
when taken in by the Mouth. | 
The Viper, which tranfmits its Poifon in- 
to the Blood through a Punéture of the Skin, 
and excites fuch fatal Symptoms, is of no il 
Confequence if eaten, but rendered wholfome 
by the Ferment of the Stomach. 
Some Perfons have endeavoured to explode 


the Ufe of crude Mercury, by bringing thofe 


_ Accidents upon the Stage ‘which: attend the 


Workers in mercurial Mines. . 
Mr, Lemery is of Opinion, that the Palfy, 
which: affects thefe People, is produced cone 


‘the Sulphurs which arife from the Mercury ; 
- which entering the Pores, do fix inthe Nerves, 


and obftruct the Paffage of the animal Spirits, 
If his Notion is Right, there is then great 


“Reafon indeed, to apprehend bad Confe- 


quences 
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‘quences from “Frictions, and efpecially Fu- 
migations. 7 7 

“There is no Abfurdity in believing, that 
thofe Workmen, being continually ferround- 
ed with the volatile Vapours‘of Mercury, draw 
it in with the Air at their. Noftrils ; prefently 
after which they are elevated ’till they meet 
-with Oppofition from the internal Convex Part 
‘of the Cramum, whofe Pores they cannot: pe- 
netrate, and then fall down again like Water 
in a boiling Pot, when ftopped by the Lid. 
Thefe Vapours being at length united, from 
fmall,Globules, which drop down again by 
their own proper Weight toward the Bafs of 
the Cranium, and comprefs the Nerves in their 
Origin, and thus occafion a Palfy. The fame 
Thing happens to Gilders for the fame Reafon, 
but more frequently : for they "make Ufe of 
Mercury over a Fire, which elevates, it more 
eafily, fo that they breathe in the very Sub- 
{tance of it. : 

Thus it appears, that this is not the Effect 
of any ill Quality of Mercury, but an Acci- 
dent produced by the Compreffion of a diffe- 
rent Body. 

At the Time that I was Surgeon-Major of 
the Hofpitals of Briancon and Oulx, we had 
at a favourable Seafon of the Year, many ve- 
nereal Patients under a Salivation. ] could not 
obferve that the Boys. who were appointed to 

attend them, and who conftantly fleeped with 
We G 2 | them, 
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-them, ever received the. jeaft Inconvenience 


by breathing in the mercurial Vapours;;: 

Thad a: Captain under my Care at Brianfon 
in a Voluuius, whom I prevailed upon to fwal- 
low two Pounds of ctude Mercury, which re- 


mained fix whole Days in his Body, without 
doing him the leaft Harm: And it is obferva- 


ble, that fuch Perfons as have leaden Balls ly- 
ing in their Limbs for many Years, and often 


for their whole Lives, never feel any Incanye- 


niencies.on that Score. 
But after all this, it is not an eafy Task to 3 


* convince Mankind that crude Mercury is-no 


ways mifchievous. Many believe it an abfo- 
lute Poifon, and even affirm it to be the Caufe 


of Ulcers or the Throat in Salivations ; afid 


if they fpeak fo favourably of it, as not to fay 


_ that itis corrofive of itfelf, yet will they main- 
‘tain that it becomes fo when blended with the 
venereal Acids: This Opinion has been receiv- 


ed and advanced by very famous Authors. 

{ think, however, that the contrary may 
eafily be fupported by the Help of a little 
Reflection. 

The Ulcers attending the Throat of Feofois: 
under Salivations, proceed, according to the 
Notion I have of the Matter, from the Acids 
contained in the Pocky Ferment : Mercury dif- 


dodges it, fets it in Motion, and conveys it — 


along with the Lymph, ’ull it has procured it 
fome favourable Iftue, either: by the Mouth, 

by Stool, veicuie or Perfpiration.- 
Irs 


« 
ue 
r 
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_ It muft be confider’d, that in Salivations, 
the acrimonious and corrofive Acids of the 
Virus, which are diftributed throughout the, 
whole Mafs of Fluids ; as likewife thofe which. 
ate congefted in Nodes, Puftules, Glands, 
Chancres, or Ulcers, are all conveyed into 
the falivary Canals, fo that they may be dif- 
charged at the Mouth. Vhefe being thus re- 

united, ’tis natural enough that they fhould., 
make Impreflions on fach ¢ delicate Parts, as the 

Throat and the Mouth, and fhould, lacerate, 
cut, and ulcerate them, by the Quantity of 
‘thefe fharp and corrofive little Bodies, with- 
out the Mercury’s having any Share in the 
Matter, more than of giving them Motion 
fufficient i in order to the = obtaining their. .Dii- 
charge. 
Mercury, when fent into the Body by Fric- 
i tion, aives no, Part of the Liquors a difierens 
Turn from whit they had before, as J have al- 
ready remarked, and a€s from the Circumfe- 
- rence toward the Center,..and determines. the 
_ Lymph towards the Head and Throat, which 
_ becomes fwoln by the Largenefs of the Quan- 
tity poured in upon it from almoft all Parts 
of the Body ; and it being too much to be 
contained in the Cavities ae the Veflels, the 
_ Orifices of the falivary Ducts open and dilate, 

and fo yield a Paflage to this Abundance of the 
lymphatick Humour. But the Mercury hav- 
ing not circulated according to the natural 
Courts of the Lymph, itis seal that it 

. MONG . fhould. 
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fhould by any rolling Motion, break or de- 
{troy the Points of the Acids, which therefore 
occafion very troublefome and painful Ulcers, : 
and Lacerations in the Throat and Mouth. — 

The only Motion which the Lymph and) 
Mercury have on this Occafion, is a fimple 
Sublimation upwards, fo that fhould the fali- 
vary Canals be totally ftopped up, the Patient. 
mutt be fuffocated. It appears then, that in 
fuch a Conjunéture, the Mercury and Lymph 
are as it were in a State of Reft ; that the fub- 
fequent Evacuation, and the running off of’ 
the Lymph and Mercury makes no Alterati- 
on in the Order of their Situation. If Mercu- 
ry deftroys the Points of Acids, it muft circu- 
late peaceably with them, by a continued and 
reiterated Motion ; which never happens when 
itis received into the Mafs of Blood by Fric- 
tions or Fumigations, nor by any Prepara-_ 
tion of Mercury, be it what it will. When the 
Crifis after Frictions is determined by Stool or 
Urine, the Mercury would make terrible Ha- 
vock if joined with Acids ; Ulcers of the 
Jinus, Bladder, and Urethra would be the ine- 
vitable Confequences of fuch a Union, which 
however do never happen. | ! 

If crude Mercury was capable of uniting — 
— with Acids, bad Symptoms would appear af- 
ter Frictions, by the Quantity admitted into 
the Body. Thoie to whom I have given it by 
the Mouth for above fix Months together, as. 
in {crophulous Cafes, where Acids abound, 

| would, 
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_ would, if fuch,a Union, were. pofitble, have- 
undoubtedly, been. fenfible of fome Heat, or 
- Excoriation ; which Complaint I never. met 
Withs aj: 
—. Mercury caethay it 1s fublimed, mutt bein a 
- State of Reft, fo that the Fire which is un- 
® der, -ity may lay hold on, tts round Particles: 
_ to-raife. them with iefelf,; which is.the Cafe 
when: it, is made ufe of by Gilder S. 

When crude Mercury..is. taken by the 
Mouth, although its Particles are. exceeding- 
ly fubtile and “divided, notwithflanding the 
_ Purgatives with which it.is.mixed, it is foon 
- communicated to the Liquors, and i iS, i. per- 
 petual. Motion ; for which, Reafon it cannot 
be fublimed.: The Warmth of the Body, helps 
' to animate and. increafe its Motion, and caufes 

if, to penetrate every where 5 it never quits the 
Liquors with which it is mixed, bat 1 In. get- 
ting to the Emunétories, 

Men of very gteat Skill, who have no con- 
fammate Knowledge of Mercury, are of Opt- 
nion that fome Pounds of.it may be taken at 
the Mouth, as in a Yolvulus, without any ill 
Confequence ; but that itis very dangerous 
given ina leffer pa acne becaufe thar then 
it may fublime by the Heat of the Body : This 

_ Opinion has prevailed with a great Number 
- of Perfons, and yet nothing can be more falfe. 

M, fe Duc, aPhyfician, whom | mentioned 
before, obferved at Smyrna, that moft of the 
Women that were defirous of looking hand-- 

G4 fome 
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fome and’ frefh colotired, did frequently fwal- 


- low two Dramis of crude ator without ays 


Misture. hod fi ii 

When fome Pounds ath it are taken inwatal 
ly, if ic meets: with no Obftacle ‘in the Inte- 
ftines, it quickly paffes through, retaining the 
Jame Weight it had when it was taken.’ When 
it is fwallowed i ina {mall Quantity, it remains 
a longer time in the Body, and drives into the’ 
Inteftines whatfoever it meets within the Sto-. 
mach, that is greafy, vifcous, and acid: It acts 
in the aes Manner in the Inteftines, mixes with’ 
the Subftances, and rolls along with them, fo 
that it cannot be fublimed, but carries along’ 


with it whatever is capable of rendering the’ 


Blood acrimonious, altering the Ferments of the’ 


Stomach, or caufing a. bad Digeftion. 

Some Perfons have wrongfully conceived a 
Prejudice againft it, and fay that fome People- 
were attacked with fuch and fuch Complaints’ 
upon ‘the Ufe of it, therefore it is undoubted- 


Ty’ dangerous:: And: fome there aré who can- 


not even | bear the very Name of it ; and would 


imagihe themfelves poifoned, fhould the leaft' 


Quantity of it enter their Bodies. 

This Error is received by a Sett of prejudiced: 
Perfons, who, though otherwife well qualifi- 
ed, judge and determine concerning the Effects 
of Mercury, without diftinguifhing in what 


_ manner it ought to be ufed 3 which notwith- 


ftanding makes a very confiderable Difference. 


If: 


, * 
y 
ml 


1 saa 


If what I have faid before be ferioufly con- 


—fidered, and what IT fhall fay hereafter, it will 


a. 


eee 


appear that Mercury ought to be taken’ by 
the Mouth, juftas Providence has given it us, 


or mixed with gentle Purgatives. 


It will alfo appear, that it can at no ‘Time 


become corrofive, but when the Action of 


_ Fire deprives it of its Form and Motion; for 


then it may be linked and loaded with Acics,. 


-and conftitute a Sort of Sublimate by fuch a 


Mixture. 
Tho’ crude Wercaty is 1h finitely divifible, 


yet its moft fubtile Parts, even in Vapour, 


never lofe the: Rotundity of their Figure ; 
they can never, without the Violence of Fi ire,. 
become pointed, hooked, or keen ; Bh dreave't 
they-can neither lay hold of, ‘or be held by 


any Thing, as long as they retain their {pert- 
cal Figure, and continue: polifhed anc fmooth 5 


and the Heat of the Body is not fufficient to’ 


_ produce any Alteration on even the moit fine 
and fubtile of its Parts. 


“Tn the Ebullition and Fermentation which 


_ it undergoes when it is mixed with the Spirit 
_ of Nive, Aq. fortis, and other Spirits, its Parts 
are only. divided'and rendered imperceptible, 
_ their fpherical: Fi igure is no ways deftroyed ; a: 
Proof of which: is, that thefe Spirits are: ren- 
dered Jefs pungent and corrofive by the Mix- 


ture; which fhews that crude Mercury may be 


with great Juftice called Mercurins dulcis. 


aie 
’ 
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I might fatisfy my felf with relating the ~ 
 falutary Effegts which crude Mercury has pro- 
duced, within my Knowledge, without ex- 
pruning the Mechanifm of its Action, in 
which ’tis probable I may but indifferently 
fucceed, having no chymical Principles to. 
affift me ; but what has occurred to my Con- 
ception from meer Nature. However, I 
was of Opinion, that by fhewing in what 
Manner it acts in the Body, I might difpel 
the Fears that have been raifed of it, fo that 
it might no longer be taken for a Poifon, but 
for the moft gentle and. fovereign of all Re- 
nedies. Thus Lhave ufed my utmoft Endea- - 
vour in the Juftification of Mercury; and 
to make it appear, that it is a Friend to Na- 
ture, and an Enemy to Difeafes ; that by an 
admirable Mechanifm, it diffolves, obforbs, 
drives out, deftroys and correéts all vicious 
and heterogene Matter ; that not only taken 
by the Mouth, but worn externally, its Efluvia 
are capable of fecuring the Body againft ma- 
lignant and infectious Air, ia 
All Authors who have writ of the Pefti- 
lence, believe its Caufe to be a Coagulation 
of the Blood; if this Opinion be true, what 
Remedy can be more proper than crude Mer- 
cury. 7 
M . le Begue in his Treatife upon the Plague 
of Marjeille, fays, that it has its Original 
_ from a Multitude of the Eges of Worms 
which infect the Saliva, the Food, the Se | 
the 
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the nervous Juice, and finally, the folid 
Parts; that thefe Eggs are hatched by the 
Heat of the Stomach, and then the young 
Worms do greedily devour a good Part of 
the Aliments, by which they increafe toa 
certain Size 5 and then excite the firlt Symp- 
toms.of the Peftilence. 

Thefe Worms ‘are carried along with the 
Chyle, into the Blood,. where they hinder 
Circulation. 

According to this Syftem, nothing can be 
“more proper. to deftroy thefe Wornis, than 
Mercury: In a Tranflation of F. ames Scheu- 
chen, he propofes. Ethiops Minerals, a Pre- 
paration of Mercury, in the Peflilence: He 
‘fays,. that according to the famous M. Bayle, 
_ the Peftilence feldom attacks Perfons who 
live in the Neighbourhood of Mercurial 
Mines. Upon ChiGicration that Mercury 
is extremely volatile, and emits more Efiavia 
than any other. Metal. Lam of Opinion, that 
a Body prepared with my Mercury, or {ome 
other like it, which alfo carried about it litle 
Bags of Mercury on the Sternum, and near the 
. Emunétories, would be d fended from infec- 
tious Air by the Atmofphere of mercurial 
Vapour furrounding it. 

If there are Eggs in the Cafe, asin all Ap- 
pearance there are, they muft be Round, as 
- well as the Volatile Particles of the Mercury, 
and therefore cannot uvite, © Ja the Coilifion . 
of thefe fmall fpherical Bodies, thof et the 

Mercury 
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‘ Mercury having the greateft Solidity, muft ke 


break in Pieces, or diffipate the Others. 
~ Thofe who reje&t this Way of reafoning, 
may have recourfe to Antipathy, and then 


theyll be fure to meet with Matter enough 


toemploy themfelves. 


Thefe mercurial Vapours have the, fame 


Influence over the contagious Particles of the 
Small-Pox. I know feveral Perfons who 
made Ufe of no other Prefervative: Why 


then may it not have the fame Effect on the | 


peftilential Vapour? They differ but in re- 
gard to More or Lefs. . 
The Arabian. Phyficians have confounded. 
thefe two Difeafes together, and many others,, 
have followed their Examples. Various Au- 


thors have fixed the Caufe of the Small-Pox’ | 


toa Heap of the Eggs of Worms hatched 


in the Body 5 that the Puftles are full of thefé 


Tittle Worms, which gnaw away the Skin, 
and fo leave their Marks behind them; that 
thefe Eruptions are analogous to thofe of the 
Peftilence 5 that the perfpired Matter in thofe 


infeéted with this Diftemper is four, and fo. - 


is their Breath, which fmells of Worms, and 
is, ftriétly fpeaking, only the Seeds of Worms, 


which communicates the Difeafe to all Perfons - 


that are near, 
This Syftem which carries with it greater 
Probability than any other which has been 


advanced upon the Subject, juftifies the Ufe 


et Mercury, as. an. internal Specific, and. as 
Wik agents a Pre- 
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a Prefervative, when worn on the Surface of © 


the Body. 

A moft illuftrious Sovereign Prince has 
worn it about him more than fifty Years, to 
preferve him from this Difeafe: He is now a- 
bove Fourfcore, and never had it. 

TI always wear Mercury about me:. fam an 
old Man, yet never had the Difeafe. 

Thefe two Diftempers are not the ofly ones 


~ which Worms produce: Many learned Men 


clieve, that more cutaneous Difeafes arife 


_ from Worms, or the Seeds of Worms, as 


well as malignant Fevers. According to Ni- 
cholas Hart/ocker, the Peftilence, venereal Ma- 
ladies, and all! Manner of epidemical Difeafes 
are occafioned. by Worms, which are a cer- 


- tain Deftruction to the Subject, unlefs. fome 


fpecific Remedy intervenes. Nothing is 
then more proper than Mercury, tg cure the 
Peftilence, Small-Pox, and all Difeafes pro- 


duced by Worms, as it deftroys the Putte- 
_ fa&tion which hatches them, and diffolves the 


Coagulations which are reckoned infeparable 
from thefe Diforders: Languors and Weak- 
nefles are the ordinary Concomitants of epi- 
demical Difeafes, which are the more certain 
Marks of Coagulation. | 

Diffolution fometimes accompany  thefe 
Difeafes, but it is very feldom: And there is 


‘no Difficulty in diftinguifhing thefe Caufes 


one from another, by the Symptoms. . 
Mr. 
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Mr. Newton, in a Treatife of the Patience ae 
printed at Utrecht, afferts that Worms are 
the Caufe of the Peftilence, that they fix in © 
Cloaths, Linnen, &c. where they multiply 
and live a long Time, that when one wears 
fuch Cloaths, or opens fuch Packs, &c. as 
abound with them, they expand a Sort of 
little Wings, and fly into the internal Parts 
of the Body. 

This Opinion, which, to’ moft Men of 
Learning, appears highly probable, fhews that 
_the Remedy which I propofe is better a- 
dapted to the Nature of the Diftemper than 
any other, whether Worms, or a Coagulation | — 
of the Blood, or both, be its effential Caufe, 
to examine into. Mr. Chicoineau, Verny, and 
Soulier, Phyficians deputed by the Court for 
the Peftilence at Marfeille, are of Opinion, that 
the Peftilential Virus is not of it felf cons 
tagious, but only with Regard to the Dif- 
pofition of the Subjects. Admitting this 
Syftem, the Remedy which I propofe, is 
fufficient te correét fuch ill Difpofitions ; and 
I would no fcruple to make Ufe of the Amu- 
let, where it but‘to-delude the Imagination, 
and to procure a Vranquility, by diffipating 
the Fears which alone are capable of kindling 
the Difeafe. 

Thefe Gentlemen will perfift in it, that the 
Plague and Small-Pox have a near Affinity to 
each other, that their Symptoms are almoft 
_ the fame, that what we call the Mafter- Pock, 
is a Sort of Bubo, or Cia and that 

both 
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“both thefe Difeafes terminate in. cuticular 
_ Eruptions. | bit | 
The very judicious.M. Cicoguini has affured 
me, that in J¢aly it is cuftomary to wear crude 
_ Mercury as a Prefervative again{ft noxious 
_ Vapours ; and that the Women carry it 
about them to prevent the Jaundice. 
“A Gentleman of Veracity and Diftinétion 
told me, that his Mother was afflicted with 
very fevere Attacks of a Jaundice, accom- 
panied with Deliriums and Convulfions almoft 
every Month ; and that being one Day in this 
fad Condition, two Capuchins came to vifit 
her, who fent for fome crude Mercury, and 
hung it in a proper Box on her Sternum ; upon 
- which her Symptoms foon difappeared ; and 
fhe wore it eighteen Months without any Re- 
turn of her Diforder, but having loft it, fhe 
relapfed into the fame Diftemper: That fhe 
caufed more of the Medicine to be inclofed. 
for her, which fhe wore all the remaining. 
Part of her Life, without any other Attack. 
What may be inferred from all this? If the 
_meer Vapour of two or three Drams of 
Mercury are iufficicent to re-eftablifh a Calm 
in the whole GEconomy, labouring under fuch 
Symptoms, and is able to prevent their Re- 
turn ;. what may not be expected from it, 
taken in Subftance, being mixed with gentle 
Purgatives, which evacuate nothing but what 
is vicious, and fuperfluous, without difcharging 
the wholfome Humours, which is Truth in 
| effect, 
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- effet, notwithftanding it may purge more — 


er lefs, according to the Difpofition ofthe Sub- : 


jects? Mercury comfnunicates it felf to the 
Chyle, the Blood, and finally to the Lymph, 
with which it ahota tee, and as 1 have al- 
ready obferved, accompanies it in all Parts of 
the Body ; and when it is arrived at the 
Pores of the Sking its volatile Parts efcape in 
a mercurial Perfpiration, which meeting with 
the Vapour of that which ts worn externally: 
forms an Atmofphere capable of invironing 
the Body, and mundifying and clearing away 
whatfoever is vicious, malignant, and epide- 
-mical in the Air we breathe: Thus is one 
Part of the Mercury which is taken ‘at the 
Mouth, voided by Stool; another Part cir- - 
culates with the Lymph, and the other is car- 
ried off by Perfpiration. 

The Stomach, according to the Opinion 
of fome of the Ancients as ee ell as Moderns, | 
is the Seat of almoft all Difeafes ; it is likewife 
this Organ which ‘receives the Remedies de- 
fiened for their Cure, 

When they are conveyed i into this Part, 
they muft of Neceffity be mixed and blended: 
with Ferments, which according to their Qua- 
lities, will render them either hurtful or 
ufelefs. 

Be it as it will, this Mixture: jicraatee or di- 
munifhed, will always alter the Virtue of the 
- Remedy, and Maite a render its ties bad 

OF uncertain. | : 
c 
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Je has not the ‘fame Power over Mercury 3 
it remains ubaltered in the Stomach, | nothing’ 
is able to: reftrain or-mix:with it 3 its:fepa-’ 
rated volatile Particles unite with the ‘Blood 
alone, changing neither their Form nor Na- 
ture. ‘The Heat of the*Body is not fufficient: 
to fublime it; it continues the fame 5 and hav- 
ine circulated in the Mafsof Blood, in order 
to “attack and deftroy the moft dangerous Ene- 
mies of it, it retires in thefame Form it entered, 


excepting that Part of ‘it wang) goes off by 
Perfpiration. 


All this is performed itifentibly; without 
‘Tumult, Struggling, or Pain. It-diffolves the | 
thick and vifcous Matter which it meets with 
in the Stomach ‘and Inteftines, and deftroys 


by its Percuffion and the Motion of its Par- 


ticles, all the indigefted Matters which are col- 
lected on the Membrinds) and gives them a 
Fluidity fit for Secretion :\ That which is mix- 
ed with the Blood, produces the fame Effect: 
in all Places to which the Lymph is conveyed ; 
removes all the Obftacles which oppofe the 


_ Current of the Liquors. 


_ By its Figure it opens, diffipates, divides, 
and difconcerts all unnatural Unions i in the 
Body. , 
"TE hefe divided and ae Matters are sil 
conidadied by a kind of Crifis, to the Emunc- 
tories of the Body : And thus it is that Fex- 
plain my Notions of the Actions of Mercury 

in the Stomach, Inteftines and Liquors. 
It 


; 
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_Itis certain that all the heterogene Matters — 
which the Mercury has diflodged and broken, ~ 
do follow the ordinary Courfe and Motion of 
the Fluids. | 

The more grofs and thick Parts are convey- 

ed into the Inteftines, asufelefs and fuperfluous. 
The more fubtile Parts are fent to the ex-_ 
cretory Glands 5 and by the Rapidity of the) 
Motion which the Mercury has communicat- — 
ed to them, they go off by Perfpiration, and — 
drag along with them whatfoever is vicious or 
foreign in the Glands. i 

All this isdone by the Mercury whichis in 
the Veffels, and circulates with the Fluids. : 
But as the nutricious Juice, muft of Neceffiry 
expand it felf every where; and that this 
Juice or Balm of the Blood muft be impreg- — 
nated with Mercury, it cannot avoid finking. - 
againft the Acids which are colleéted in the — 
Pores of Membranes, in Sciatice, Rheuma-. 
tifms, and other Pains of the mufcular Parts, | 

Mercury muft therefore break off their 
Points, and by its Motion and Figure deftroy. 
them; nothing in Nature being: capable of 
producing the fame Effect. ; | 

Behold then how Mercury comes to be an. 
Absorbent and a Diflolvent. 

It abforbs, without loading it felf with A~. 
cids, or any other Subftance ; and it diffolves 

without having the leaft Degree of Heat. 


+ A Lord — 
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+ A Lord of the firft. Quality in our Courts: 

who honours me with: his Friendfhip, was 

pleafed to read over my Freatife on Mercury 

in Manufcript, ftarced to mea very judicious: 

Objection, which gave Occafion to the fhort 
Difcourfe which I'am going-to fubjoin. 

. You affert, fays. he, that crude Mercury 
Is communicated to the Blood and. Liquors ; 
and yet as foon as: it gets into the Stomach, 
incorporated with your Pills, they. are diffolv- 
ed: The Mercury then quiting the Ingredi- 
ents with which it was mixed, all its divided 
Particles re-unite and forma Globe, which can- 
not remain long inithe Stomach, but pafling 
the Pylorus, enters: the Inteftines, and is. dif- 
charged by the Anus 3 fo that none of this 
Mercury can enter into the Mafs of Blood by 
the Lacteals. | 2 
I agree, replied I, that the Pills are foon 
diffolved by the Humidity of the Stomach, 
and the warm Liquor in which they are fwal- 
lowed. But then. it muft be confidered, that 
the Mercury is very minutely divided in the 
Pills ; that during the Time of their Diffolu- 
tion, the Degree of Heat which is in the Sto- 
mach, is exactly fufficient to evaporate the 
moft volatile Particles of the Mercury.: Which 
quit the Subftances that withheld them, and in- 
finuate themfelves into the Orifices of the lac- . 
teal Veins, whofe Figure ts exactly adapted to 

receive 
> Le Marquis be Rivarole, 
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receive them’; ‘thus are. they carried’ into the 
Blood, and’move with it “in its Circulation, © 
What makes me conjecture’: this to be true, | 
is that I have obferved, that in Subjects where 
the: Stomach is loaded wich a vilcous Matter, - 
which lines its internal Membrane, and clofes 
up the Orifices of the laéteal Veflels ; thefe lit- 
tle Globules difingaging themfelves during the — 
' “Fime of the Diff! ution, and ‘not being: able. 
to enter the Veffels,.do ftrike againft this 
Matter, divide, fubtilife ‘and: loofen. them : 
By this Concuffion and the Weight of the 
Matter which falls to the Bottom of the Ste- 
mach, a gentle Vomiting is fometimes excit- — 
ed, much to the Patient’s Advantage ; but 
it is feldom more than the firkt Dole which 
produces this Effect. | 
Whether it be occafioned Fes ofits Matter ; 
or not, it is certain that the fubtile Particles — 
of Mercury are foon communicated to- the 
Mafs of Blood. The! fudden Effects of it» 
in Tumours, Obftructions, the:Gravel, Gout, 
Sciatica, Rheumatifm,’ €e.and all cutaneous | 
Difeafes are fufficient'to convince us ofthis, 
~ For the more clear Underftanding the Sub: | 
tility. of the volatile Particles of Mercury,’ 
we need only confider the Minutenefs of the | 
Ramifications of the fanguiterous and lympha- 
tick Veffels; into which it infinuates itfelt, and 
mixes with thofe Liquors. 
An Anatomift fhewed me feveral Men : 
branes, fome of which were as fine as a i 
| er’s 
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_ der’s Web,.,,whofe Veffels he had injetted: . 
with: fo ereat Art that I, was aftonifhed at 
his Dexterity and Patience: By the AMfiftance 
of a Microfcope an infinite Number of {mall 
Veffels might be difcerned within the Com- 
_ pafs of Sour Fingers breadth, two hundred 
of which, if, put “together, would fcarce ex- 
ceed the Magnitude of a Hair. 

By this, appears the Neceflity. of Peeding 
the Humours ina fluid State, how. eafily Co- 
agulations, Impediments, and Obftructions 
«may be formed. 

It will occafion no Surprize. Ms I Afiete, 
shat the fubtile-Particles of the Mercury pene- 
trate into the,fineft Ramifications of the Vet- 
_fels, fince Mercury inclofed in a Quill fealed 
ap,- will neverthelefs perfpire. and. efcape 
through the Pores of the Quill, which are 
utterly imperceptible. 

_. The Ag. Hermetica fhows the Subsility of 
_ the volatile Particles of Mercury; which al- 
though -it be’ ,boiled ever fo many times in the 
“Water, and the. Water be impregnated with its 
fubtile Particles, yet is its Wicignt not fenfibly 
duping 
b Ler de bawve, heard, though never made the Ex- 
‘periment, that if.a Perfon keeps the End of 
_ his Finger on crude Mercury a good while to- 
gether, holding, in his Mouth, at the fame 
‘Timea Piece of Gold ; the Gold fhall there- 
by alter its Colour, without any. preceptible 
sdciestibseuas of the Mercury. 
Thefe 


i a 
Thefe are Evidences of its prodigious Vo- 


‘Tatility, and that nothing but Gold can retain 


its fubtile “Particles ; whether the Figure of the 
Pores of that Metal be difpofed to receive it, | 


which feems moft probable, or that there is a 


certain Analogy between thefe two Metals 
which conftrains them. to attract each other. 


It. penetrates the cuticular Pores, with as little 
‘Difficulty, infinuating and communicating it 
‘felf internally. — It 1s\ notorious, and too’ Tof- 
‘ten happens, ‘that mercurial Applications; 'de-. 


fiened for the Diffolution of “Tumours, do 
pate! Salivations, to the Surprize of ‘the Prac- 
titioner, who will be fure for the’Future to 
make ufe of them with Sails Caution than 
before. ||. 

It-may be Gbieeeed: that Merclity worn 
by way of Amutet ‘fhould, for the’fame Rea- - 
fon, produce the fame Effect, and ‘efpecially 
fince fo fubtile a Vapour 1s capable of pene- 


‘trating with great Facility. ' 


It is true, that it’ penetrates, that it renders 


* the Lymph more fluid, and confequently’ oc- 


cafions the Perfon~to fpit more ‘eafily and 
more copioufly : It has produced this Effect, . 
upon my felf and others 5 but this Evacua- 
tion is beneficial and falutary, and cannot be 
called a Salivation. 

This fimple Vapour has neither Sabititide 
nor Force fufficient to check the Courfe of 
the Blood: It is a kind of -fubtile Fume, 
which gives Way without ‘Refiftance, which 

prneia te 


C8907 )) 
penetrates the Liqour without ftruggle, and 
follows their natural Motion, and which 
finally can never produce any noxious Effect. 
On the contrary, when it is applied exter- 
nally, in Unguents.or Plaifters, it is admitted 
through the Pores in Subftance ; and is then 
capable of oppofing the natural Courfe of the 
. ‘Fluids, as far as it extends ; which in fome 
Subjects frequently excites a Sublimation and 
a real Salivation. | i 
It may be-faid, that the Elevation of the 
volatile Particles of Mercury; from the:Sto- 
mach, is a Sublimation; and yet I have faid 
that it cannot be fublimed in the Body, when 

taken at the Mouth: Here feems°to be a 

Contradiction. | 
The Obfervations which I have:made on 

Mercury, when taken at the Mouth, could 
“never perfuade me, that it could be fo far 
fublimed as to rife up’to the Head, which I 
call a real ‘Sublimation: except in a‘ few 

very particular Cafes; for:‘Example, that of 
Me Reffent. ° ; | 

I only believe that its volatile Particles 
may befo far‘elevated inthe Stomach, as to 
mix with the Chyle after. Digeftion, and be 
conveyed with it into the Lacteals. 

When ‘it entersithefe {mall Veins, it .pur- 
fues irs’ Courfe. with the Chyle, and is then 
no longer fufceptible of ‘Sublimation, bzing 
mixed with a Fluid which: ferves it asa Ve- 


hicle. 
This 
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- This Objection has occafioned all thefe Re- 
marks, which have carried . me a little from- 
ae (Subjedhecr ve ' 

The: Crifis exited Hag Fritions, which. isa 
Fmade by the Mouth, cannot be performed 

without ftraining the Frame of: Nature: It . 
is fhameful, odious, painful and dangerous; — 
and requires the moft diligent Attendance and 
‘Precaution. ‘To procure the defired Benefit 
from a Salivation, it muft be carried to Ex- 
cefs. If the Patient be weak, you, muft re-_ 
{train his Flux, and in thus favouring him, 
your End is loft. . All that you have done, 
and he has undergone, will make the Extir- 
pation of the Difeafe more difficult and ob- 
{tinate. 

Thefes imperfect ‘Cures add. Strength! and © 
‘Vigour to ‘the Virus, the Patient becomes - 
difheartened, and unwilling to expofe him- 
felfa fecond Time to the Uncertainty and 
Danger of fuch a Method; and fhould the 
“ Flux be raifed to fuch a Degree as is requifite 
to exterminate the Difeafe, he is then 1 in the 
utmoft Peril ‘of finking under it. | 

It isa Violation of the Mouth, to fubjeet 
it to a Function fo pera ‘and fo.un- 
worthy of it. 

It thould feem to me more corifonniable 
to Reafon and Nature to chufe out in Jits 
ftead an Emunctory which Nature has de- 
vere for the moft. vile and abject. Offices. 

 . UGhe 
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the Inteftines’ and. Avus, are-the proper 
Outlets to the Filth of the Bo: dy : Reafon di-. 
reéts the fame. Road.to.me when I undertake — 
the Cure of Venereal Diforders with my Mer- 
cury, as likewife.of all other Diitempers. which 
arife from Acids. . he 
. This Mercury being mixed with Purgatives, 
the Whole is determined by. Stool ; ‘it being 
taken at,repeated Intervals, the former Dofes 
are Preparatives to. thofe which fucceed ; they 
‘begin to effect a Diffolution of the Humours, 

and the fubfequent Ones.do with Eafe’ Bye urs 
them to be evacuated. 

Thus you have a kind of Flux a the iu, 
which may be continued at Pleafure, and have 
many Reafons to belisve lt pretgtrabley to the 
other. 

- It will be found extreamly commodious nn 
fil Perfons as defire a Cure to be wroughtin 
the utmoft Privacy, or Reftriction from their 
ufual, Way of living : It will anfwer both their 
Ends, and the Cure will be performed:,with- 

out tne leaft. Danger,in a gentle and eafy, Man- 
ner, 
' 1 The bad Preparations of Th vig phate ufed_in- 
ternally, and the imall Advantage accruing 
from them, have brought Salivations into . 
Vogue : Thofe who have been cured by this 
Method, have extolled the Excellence.of this 
Remedy; thofe who have died under it, could 
tell no ‘Tales, and thofe who have ot led in 
_ Cure, have thought pie oper to decry it, believ- 
: 1 np 
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ing, that their Diforder was above the Reach 
of Mercury. And indeed, the different Opi- 
nion of Phyficians concerning its Virtues, Na- 
ture, and Ufe, raifed a Multitude of Doubts 
- “for want of Underftanding it rightly. 

Some praife, and others condemn it : One 
is for giving it Crude, another looks upon it 
vas a Poifon unprepared. It has been difguifed 
“under various Forms, yet when you deprive it 
of its Figure and Motion, you rob it of its 

Force and Virtue. | 
~ When taken at the Mouth, in the Manner 
I give it, the Impurities of the Body are dif- 

charged the fame Way with the Excrements. 
The Inteftines, to anfwer thefe Ends with- 
wut Pain, are lined with a Mucilage, which 
defendsthem from being ftimulated by the acid, 
bilious, and corrofive Matter, which paffes 
through them in order to be difcharged. And 
for this Reafon it is, that the venereal Virus, 
evacuated this Way, produces no mifchievous. 
“Confequences.- : 
I hall, doubtlefs, be told, that Part of the 
mercurial Vapour which | fuppoie to inviron 
the Body, mixing with the Air we breathe, 
_ mutt of Neceffity, be infpired into the Lungs, 
This is indifputably certain and inevitable 3 
but it will there perform the Part of a Reme- 
dy, and a Prelervative againft Corruption 5 
will render the Refpiration eafy, by dividing 
whatever was tenacious in the Lungs ; and” 
may be ufeful in 4fhma, as I have often exe 
perienced, — 


* 
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perienced, though the Effect will be much in- 
creafed by the internal Ufe of it. If it fhould 
happen, which it very rarely does, that the 
Workers in mercurial Mines fhould be fome- 
times difordered, it fhould be confidered, that 
they work under Ground, where the Air is 
extremely loaded with volatile Mercury, and 
that they hardly breathe any thing elfe: How- 
ever, great Numbers continue their whole 
Lives, in thofe Places, without receiving the 
leaft Damage. | 3 

Thofe who have no ill Apprehenfions of 
~ Mercury, but with Regard to the Salivation 
which it raifes, may lay that Fear afide when 
they take it rightly prepared ; it being check- 
ed and reftrained from doing any Miichief, and 
may be taken fora Year together with the ut- 
moft Safety. 

Therefore being fully convinced of its good 
Effects from Experience, I contrived a Syftem 
by which I explained to my felf the Manner 
how thefe Coniequences were brought about. 

And finally, I am confirmed in this Opi- 
nion, that the whole Force and Virtue of Mer- 
-cury confifts in its Volatility, its Figure, and 
its Motion : Whether I have juftly determin- - 
ed its Manner of aéting or nor, it is full Sa- 
tisfaction to me, that I have been able to con- 
-vince the avowed Enemies of Mercury, of its 
‘Goodnefs, Ufe and Virtues. 

If my Notions are Wrong, I am only to 

Hes | be 
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be blamed, for I have borrowed none of them 
from any Author : If Mer cury has been treat- 
ed on in the fame Manner I have done, that 
Book never came to my Knowledge. Expe- 
rience has been: a Matter, my Direétor, and 
my Guide, as well in this, as inall that I have, 
atany Time, communicated to the Publick. 

I,am apt to believe, that no Perfon before 


me, ever made Ufe of it for fo long a Time, ” 


and on fo many different Occafions ; and I 
cannot but think, that if fuch a Thing as an 
aniverfal Medicine be at all to be obtained, it 
amutft be from Mercury. 


The Difference of Climates, of Seafons, of 
Temperaments, of Ages, of Sexes, of Dif 


eafes internal or external, varies not the Ef- 
ficacy of this Remedy : It fooner, or later pro- 
duces fuch Confequences as are ever falutary. 
This feems fomewhat. to favour the Opinion 
of thofe who believe that all Difeafes accident 
to. Mankind, are produced from one Caufe: 
If this Opinion be juit, then one Remedy may 
cure them all. 

The different Effects, and the different 
Dileate occafioned by this Ferment, may de- 
pend intirely on the «diferent ‘Difpofitions 
which ic meets with in the Subjects. 

Many T’bings concur to make this Difference 


in the ‘emperaments : The Influences which - 
predominate at the Time of Conception, or — 


Birth, Climates, Aur, and t Food, do all deter- 
mine 


PO eee” 
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mine the Inclination, the Difpoficion,. the 
Strength, the Weaknels, the Virtues, the Vices, 
and the different ae of the Blood and 
Humours. 

There are fiike Difeafes Beat y3 Others — 
peculiar to certain Countries. There are Dii- 
orders which are contracted by a wrong Ule 
of natural Things, too much, or too little Ex- 
ercife, and being by amet heaatn to. certain Haars 

About eHiekits -four Yearsago I was comnii 


foned by my Royal Miftreis to vific M. | le 


Marquis de Luce, who was dangeéroufly wound- 
eds The Weather: being, at that, Time, ex- 
ceeding hot, 1. drank plentifully of a certain 
black. ‘Aliria of that Country, which being new’ 
and crude, gave fuchan Acidity tomy Blood, 


that in fourteen or fifteen Days it rendered the 


Lymph fo thick.and fizy, that the tartarous 
Parts of the Blood, being of a fanirly: SAU fe 
were fo concerted and pe dacdl thereby,;.as-to— 
form little Stories, which I believed Sie prove 
fatal to me. Iwas perfectly cured of this Con~ 
plaint by crude Mercury, all other Remedies 
proving ineffectual. 

This Sketch of a Theory, which Mercury 
gave me occafion to offer, ( its,volatile Parti- 
cles having. elevated me quite, above my 
Sphere ) gives me a Sufpicion, that beficies the 
univerfal Ferment, there is another, particular 
Ferment produced from Combination of feve- 
ral Seeds fermented together, which have giy- 
| des oe en 
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en Rife to a vicious and contagious Venom, 
whofe Impreffions are communicated from Ge- 
neration to Generation. | 

The Ancients had not the leaft Notion of 
fuch a Ferment. It efcaped the Sagacity even 
of the great Hippocrates ; though the Lepro- 
iy, fo common in his Days, was produced by 
it, being according to feveral Authors, no 
other than an inveterate Pox. itay 

As the Seed was firft infeéted with this 
Virus, fome are of Opinion, that it can never 
be entirely deftroyed, but that it will defcend 
to Pofterity for ever 3 that it multiplies, more 
or lefs, according to the Difpofition of Sub- 
jects 5 that it is capable of being communicat- 
eda thoufand Ways, without the Violation 
of Chaftity : That it is difficult to meet with 
s Family which have not derived from their 
Anceftors fome Sparks of this Evil, which is 

rown very common fince Mothers have left 
off fuckling their own Children ; that this 
Leaven lies difguifed under various Forms, — 
and frequently puzzles the Phyfician in his 
Judgment and Prognofticks, that it may fpare 
the Father and affi& the Son ;_ that it may 
affeét the Glands, and continue there a long 
Time in Repofe ; that certain Difpofitions 
may put it in Motion, fo that it thall re-en- 
ter the circulating Fluids, and produce Gouts 
in the Joints, Rheumatifms in the mufcular 
Parts, Gravel in the Kidneys, Schropbula # 

the 
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the Glands, Cancers in the Breaft, Obftruc- 


tions in the Vifera, Scurfs, Itch, Ulcers, Le- 


profies, fc. moft of which Difeafes are the 
real Pofterity of the Pox. 
In fuch a Conjunéture, a. judicious Phyfi- 


cian is afhamed to propofe to his Patient the 


Ufe of a Remedy which implies fo ignomini- 
ous a Difeafe, when he is well affured, that ic 


cannot be the Fruit of his own Debauches : 


The very mention of Mercury, will carry a 


Horror along with it: And thus is he de- 
prived of a certain Relief, and muft be con- 


_ tented with a palliative Cure. 


Thus do a great Number of afflicted Per- 
fons languifh out a tedious Length between 


- Difeafes and Remedies, and become incurable 


in the End. 


Experience adds an Authority to this Way 


of Reafoning, and at the fame. Time fhews, 
that Mercury being beyond all Contradiction, 


a Specific in the Cure of the Pox, muft like- 
wife remove all other Complaints produced 
from the fame Caufe ; and if the Caufe of fuch 
Complaints is capable of being deftroyed, it 
is this alone that has Power fufficient to do it : 
Numerous are the Remedies which may re- 
{train and palliate the Symptoms, but nothing 
but Mercury will eradicate the Principle from ° 
which they arife. 

- What is furprizing in the crude Mercury, 


: which I give by the Mouth, is, that the Gen- 


Hl 4 tlenefs. 
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tlenefs with which it atts,: feems inconfiftent 
with the falutary, and. fpeedy Effects which it . 
produces ; and that without the leaft: unlucky © 


Accident, which cannot be affirnted of, ay 
other Medicine. 


The more the Patient takes of 3 it, chea more; 


will he find -himfelf,-advance. in Strength, . 
and a good Plight of Body. 


The Thing will appear very ernie a 


on an impartial Confideration, that the Mer- 


cury infinuates  itfelf, Met fpeedily into. the 


Liquors, and enna rs the Blood more fluid, 


and more fit to be conyeyed into the minuteft 
Veflels, by the Way of Circulation, in order) 


to communicate Nourifhment to the feyeral 
Parts of the Body ; that it deftroys all Ob- 
ftruétions. and Obftacles ; that it opens the 


Tubes, andthe depuratory Canals.; that it 4 


‘ 


facilitates the menftrual Difcharge in Women 3. 
thar it removes every Thing that might hin- . 
der the Diftribution of the nutritious Juice, 


and the natural Courfe of the Spirits and 


Fluids ; that it deftroys < and abforbs the Acids~ 


which, occafion Leannefs, and are the Foun-~ 


dation of a great Number of Infirmities ;, and» 


evacuates every Thing, that is heterogenous 
and vicious. 

Thefe are my Noe of the mechanical 
Action of Mercury on vicious Ferments, that 


it may be adminiftred without Danger in the, 


moft defperate Cates, a as well as in the moft 
fimple, 
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fimple. For Example. The Apoplexy and 
Palfy being produced from a too thick Blood, 
and’ from vifcuous Humours ftagnating in the 
Brain, the Mercury reftoring the Blood to tts 
native Fluidity, and deftroying the Vifcofities, 
a free Circulation of the Liquors and Spirits 
muft enfue. A Cataract is caufed by a foreign 
Matter coagulated by Degrees between the 
chryftalline Humour, and the Uvea, or by a 


_« Thicknefs of the Fluids in the Chryftalline, 


clofing up, at laft, the Aperture of the Pupul. 
~ There isno Doubt but this Diffolvent would 
diffipate fuch a Coagulation, if it were timely 
appicd. take | | 

A Gutia Serena is an Obftruction in the 
Optick Nerve, caufed by a Subitance of the 
fame Nature; the fame Remedy would 
probably fucceed. 

In fhort, all Parts of the Body, in healch- 


ful Perfons, without Exception,’ are cqually 


“penetrated by Mercury : In them it atts the 
Part of a Friend and Benefactor : and to dx- 
eafed Perfons, it.isa Reftorer and a Corrector 
of the Caufes‘of their Complaints. 

“What renders it ‘extremely aptecable, ° is 


i 
that during its, Ufe, the Patient enjoys. p2r- 


fect Tranquility; it 4ats without Ochifibning 


any Conflict‘or Difguft. .- 2, 
__ This ‘fhould make it feeni probable., thatir 

is pleafing and delightful to Nature; fince, by 
“its Means the is relieved without Then’ any 


ne 
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Alteration, or Diforder in her ufual Func- 
tions. 

There can be no greater Proof than this, 
that Nature is an Enemy to Violence ; of 
which I have endeavoured to convince all 
young Surgeons in my former Treatife of the 
Cure of Wounds. All thefe Conclufions and 
furprizing Operations are wrought without 
Violence, and without Noife ; fhe fubdues eve- 
ry Thing gently ; fhe nourifhes all Things, 
produces all Things, preferves all Things, 
‘increafes all Things, without fubjecting her 
Actions to our View. The prudent Phyfician 
fhould be directed by her, and imitate her in 
the Cure of Difeafes. 

I have feen fuch a Method of Practice pur- 
fued, by the learned and judicious M. Cicog- 
nini, Counfellor and firft Phyfician to her Roy- 
al Highnefs.. I am obliged to his Merity and 
to Truth, for this Authentick Declaration, 
having been an Eye-Witnefs to his Practice 
with feveral Patients, whom he cured without 
any Medicines, by obferving the Motions of 
Nature as fhe a¢ted of herfelf; when fhe was 
fo inclined, or able ; and lending her his Affi- 
tance when fhe ftood in need of it. 

This Treatife, Iam fenfible, will feem te- 
dious: My Subject has carried me beyond 
what I intended ; I think, however, that there 
is nothing init, from which fome Advantage 
may not be drawn. | have fallen into Repeti-_ 

tions 
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tions through the Weaknefs of my Capacity 
endeavouring to fupport a Fact which I be~ 
lieved to be entirely New, without any man- 
ner of Affiftance from other Languages. 
I was fenfible enough, that I fhould meet 
with Oppofition, either from Envy, or Pre- 
judice, there being Perfons enough in the 
Warld who are fworn Enemies to Novelties,. 
and who, to fave themfelves the Fatigue of 
thinking, are refolved to tread in the Paths 
of Antiquity, Right or Wrong, and to con-_ 
demn, without Appeal, every Thing that is 
not of that Stamp. . 

How, fay they, can an illiterate Prac- 
tioner, have the Affurance to patronize a Re- 
medy which the moft famous Authors have re- 
jected ? Fernelius rejected it becaufe he knew 
nothing of ic: What precipitate Rafhnefs 
was this ! ot 

Well, fay they, Phyfick and Surgery have 
feveral Centuries been in Poffeffion of a great 
many excellent Remedies : Mutt thefe be giv- 
en up a Sacrifice to Mercury, and upon the 
Credit of fome Cures which were performed by 
Chance ? Becaufe his former Work, was fuf- 
fered to go unpunifhed, does he imagine, that 
this fhall efcape without being cenfured and 
exploded ? Though the Rage of fuch an Out- 
cry may be thought fufficient to demolifh both 
the Author and his Syftem, yet it does not give 

me the Jeaft Apprehenfion: I allow, that Faults 
‘ deferving 


@ 
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deferving -Cenfare, and faulty Expreffions dine 
be found i inthis Treatife, which I didnot de- 
fign for a Piece of Eloquence. 


lam, however, i in Hopes, that the Fores of 


Truth, and the Reflections which Men of 


Reafon fhall make.upon this Subject, will be 


fafficient to juftify, me; and protect-this Tréa- 
tife of Mercury, which is the Refult of along 


Experience ; and that this Remedy will, fome — 


time or other, have the Preference beyond als 
moft all the Remedies that are in Mics fone the 
Good and edhe of Manns 


— 
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‘Sent tothe Author; fince the Pub- 
lication of the laft ssi with 
farther Remarks. | 


24H OUGH I ama Sranger 
| fae) to the Nature of Quick/ilver, 
Bie) and the Manner of its Opera- 
ig tion, I am fo fully convinced 
~ of its Excellency, from Expe- 


“tence, that I fhould think my felf un- 
* grateful 
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grateful to. the Almighty, and unjuft to You 
and Mankind, if I fhould be filent amidft 
the Clamours and Artifices ufed to lefien 
your Reputation, and to deter the World 
from reaping the Benefit of One of the beft 
Remedies in Phyfick. I have long made 
frequent Experience of it in my own Fami- 
ly, particularly to a Niece of mine, who 
froma Fever, which fhe was Annually fub- 
ject to, was fo reduced, that Her Life was 
defpaired of, *till by taking Quick/ilver, by 
your Advice, for fourteen Mornings toge- 
ther, and afterwards Mynjficht’s Elixir of Vi- 
triol, with frequent bleeding, She was, by 
God’s Bleffing, reftored to, and ftill enjoys 
a perfect State of Health. 1 had likewife a 
Nephew who was in a moft languifhing Con- 


dition for three Weeks, his Body being dif- 


torted in fuch a Manner, that his Shoulder 
and Hip were almoft drawn together.. No 
Affiftance could be found, ’till, by your Di- 
rection, he took Qyick/ilver, which at thrice 
taking, fet him.perfectly Strait. If you 
think the Publication of this will be of any 
Service, you have my Confent to act as you’ 


Sips 2 
| Your moft obliged 
London, March | Humble Servant, 
10, 1732, phot, Ona Pott. 


To 
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_ £0 Dr. Thomas Dover. 
Sire, , 


Had the Gout in my Stomach and Bow- 

els for fo confiderable a Time, that I was 
attended by two Phyficians for fix Weeks, 
who gave me all the warm Medicines they 
could contrive; fo, that I was, at length, 
brought to fuch extreme Faintings and ex- 
ceflive Sweats, that I wetted a Pair of Sheets 
-inan Hour. A worthy neighbouring Gen- 
tleman, hearing of my miferable Condition, 
payed me a Vilit, and perfuaded me to. 
take two Ounces of Crude Mercury, I fol- 
lowed his Advice, and found Reliet by ir, 
in the Space of four Hours, and in three 
Days, all the Gouty Matter was thrown 
into my Feet. I continued the Medicine, 
and have ever fince enjoyed a good State of 
Health. I am, | 
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ir. 
iy. your bumble Servant, 
Calne iz Wilthhire, : | 
April 20, 1733. Harvey, 


To Dr. Dover iz London. 


SIR, 


: Gentleman lately put a Book into my 

: Hands, publithed againft the Ufe of 

§ Quickfilver, 1 think it a Boldnefs in the ag 
. * thor, 
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thor, confidering the living Witnefiés that 


have received fuch Benefit from it, when no- 
thing elfe would afford them Relief. Ihaye © 
been troubléd with‘an 4fhmatrom my In- 


‘©'fancy, and have had the Opinion of the 
- moft eminent Phyficians, without receiving 


the leaft Benefit.’ My Fits were fo violent 


for three Weeks, that T'was not able to go. 
~to Bed for two or three Days and Nights. 


On the Twenty-firft of April laft, I took an © 
Ounce of Quick/ilver and have fince continued 
it,and have been fo happy. from Fune laft, as. 


not to be the leaft fenfible of an Bier 
-notwithftanding T have often'taken tome {e- 
' vere. Colds in the Winter. I take the Li- 
‘berty of giving’ you‘ this Trouble,’ for the. 


Benefit of other Sufferers, left they fhould . 


‘'be deterred from fo beneficial‘a Remedy to- 


Mankind. I neéd’not. infornr you Sir, of 
the Safety of Quick/i leer; but affure you, I. 
always lived freely in the Abfence of. my 


Fits, yet never ‘knew what it was to enjoy 


my Health before. I thought my felf ob- 
liged to return you my hearty Thanks, to 
whom I owe my prefent happy Condition, 
and fhall always be ready to acknowledge it. 


Lam, oA Lie 
ss bh Gh eae 
" * Mie “‘moft obliged 
| teen BED: ies, 3 bumble. Servant. 


~ 14) 1732-73." Will, Mofes. 


To 
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, A 


en a To Dr. Dover j in London. woe A 
's IR, 


oT Send you my y Cafe I promifed, a deplo- 
rable One formerly, but, thanks be 
to God, at prefent, fo much mended, and 
“the. Means of Relief. fo much in my own 
‘Power, that'I live comfortably, in Compa- 
; * Fifon of the’ long Time I was afflicted with - 
an Afihma, It is about twenty-five Years, 
© ee it was firft occafioned by a violent Cold 
“and Catarrh, and the Misfortune of ill Ad- 
* vice confirmed’ it. At firft,, Fhad it’ cheifly 
‘ip Town, and in the Ment + butthe Sum- 
¢“mer, andthe Country always relieved.me, for 
© the Spaceof two or three Years, At length 
ee « my Diftemper became Periodical, and varied 
Sa little at all Seafons,° It was of the flatu- 
‘Jent Kind, ‘always attended with a, Fever,. 
“and fometimes.with Convulfions. To re- 
© late all my Su fferings, and the Methods tak- 
« en for my Relief in this unhappy Condition, 
‘ would be tedious. I was fo ill,. in fhort, 
«that Ewent through long Courfes of Phyfick, 
‘at all Hazards, and by many indifcreet Pre- 
« {criptions of my Own, foon reduced an ac- 
‘tive and vigorous Conftitution, to.an Inac- 
‘ tive, and weak One. At, length obferving, 
‘ that a moderate Quantity of  folid Food, 
‘ and. {fpirituous Liquors was moft. agreeable 
‘ to my Diftemper, T began to refrain them, 
: ‘ and 
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and drank Water with my Wine. This was 
of infinite Service, not only when the 4ftb- 
ma was upon me, but at other Times ; the 
more ftrictly I obferved it, the weaker | 
found the Attacks of the Difeafe. I was 
pleafed with this Experiment, when I was 
advifed to add the Ufe of Bellofe’s Pills to 
it, which proving beneficial, I learned to take 
crude Mercury, and prefer it to Bellofte’s 
Pills, by reafon of their purging Quality. 
I tried the Aithiops Mineral upon this Ac- 


‘count, but was obliged to reject it for crude 


Mercury, which I have more conftantly tak- 
en fince May laft, fometimes halfan Ounce 
Night and Morning, fometimes an Ounce 
in the Morning only, fometimes allowing a 


Fortnight, or a Month’s Intermiffion ; but — 


have continued taking it for two Months to- 
gether. At prefent, I take it either occafi- - 


onally, that is, at the firft Appearance of 


anAfthmatick Symptom,which always hap- - 
pens after overloading my Stomach, or from 
a large Quantity of Strong Meats, or Li- 
quors ; or elfe I take two or three Dofes in 
a Fortnight, by way of Prevention. I took 
an Ounce laft Night, and another this Morn- 
ing, and can truly fay, that by God’s Blef- 
fing, a low Life, and crude Mercury, I 
have fleeped comfortably in my Bed every 
Night, except One or Two, for thefe two 
Years paffed. My Fits are confiderably di- | 


-minifhed : Ihave expectorated more freely, 


* and 
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and vattly lefsthan I ufed to do.. But what 


-ismoft remarkable, and gives me the great- 


eft Encouragement, is, that I have loft that 
feverifh Difpofition I had been afflicted 
with fo many Years, and the ufual Periods 
of my Afhma. I think I have now tired 
Mahe Patience, but was willing you fhould 

now what Trials I have made of crude 
Mercury, to prove its inoffenfive Quality 
at leaft, if not the Efficacy of it in my Dif- 
temper. It hasnot perfectly cured me, and 
perhaps never may 3 but as long as I can 
keep my former Fears at a comfortable 
Diftance, and check them inthe very Bud — 
by the Ufe of it, I have no Reafon to dif- _ 
continue, and heartily wifh You Succefs, in — 
the Prefcription of it, and am 

Sir, 


your moft humble 


April 19, 1733. Servant. 


at Shenfield. . J. La Porte. 


Jo Dr. Dover. 
S1R, 


Should be Ungrateful, not to acknow- 

I ledge-the great Benefit I have received, 
rom your Advice in taking crude Mercury. 
I have been many Years troubled with Scor- 
butick Humours, and efpecially laft Sum- 
mer; but the Humour was fo Violent ne 
* the 
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the Beginning of the Winter, upon my 


Right Knee, that I could hardly walk, and 


an Uneafinefs at Night in turning my {elf in 


Bed. Immediately after my Application to 
you, about Chriffmas lat, Itook an Ounce 
of Mercury every Morning by your Direc- 


tion and found my. felf abundantly Better, 
after taking twelve. or fourteen Ounces, and 


perfectly recovered: before I had taken two_ 


Pounds: all the Stiffnefs, Pain, and Uneafi-. 
-nefs in my Knee, was removed, andmy Leg 


as Strong.as ever it had been thea) I was . 
liable, for feveral Years,:toa white Scurf on 


my. Hands in the Spring, which perfectly 


difappeared by, continuing: the Crude Mercu- 


ry. Lhave taken five Pounds of it, and be- 


lieve it to be the beft Remedy in obftinate 
chronick Difeafes, and nothing more plea- 
fant and agreeable. I have not been the 


- leaft- Sick or Uneafy, or fo much as;confin- 


ed fora Quarter of an Hour, of interrupt- 
ed from any Bufinefs,or Pleafures. I hearti- 


ly wifh you equal Succefs with other Pa- 


tients, and am, | 
Your moft obliged 


Piccadilly, May : humble Servant. 


rine 1733271 betEo Ben. ‘Benfon. 


< P.S. Henry Bofenbury, my Bergan’, 


<« has received great Benefit from Crude Mer- 
« uy he has aie ae with violent Pains 


& in. 


cE 
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in his Head and Eyes, for three or four 


Years paft, Pains and Contractions in his 
Legs, a voracious Appetite, generally Fe- 
verifh, with a violent Pain in his Back and 


3 Kidneys. He has taken about three Pounds 


of Quickfilver, which has thrown off abun- 
dance of Gravel and flimy Matter, and has 
perfectly recovered eh to his Health and 
Poy et 


| To Dr. Dover. 
SIR, | 
H E Benefit I have received from crude 
Mercury, and the Opinion I have of 
its Excellency in all Chronick Difeafes,would 
make me unpardonable, fhould I refufe the 
Publication of my own Cafe, in the Work 
I am informed you are preparing for the 
Prefs. My Ilnefs, Sir, originally proceed- 
ed from a Cold taken by lying in damp 
Sheets, the Confequence of which. was a 
feverith Indifpofition. 1 applied my felf 
for Relief to Dr. Maullens of \ Salisbury, a 
Gentleman I greatly efteem, and who is ge- 
nerally fuccefsfullin his Practice. He treat- 
ed my Fever with Salts and a cool Regi- 
men 3 but inftead of yeilding to fuch Me- 
dicines, my Cafe became Hyfterick, with 


violent Pains in my Bowels and Stomach. 


In this Condition, I came to London, and 
put my felf under the Care of Dr. Mead, 
; -and 
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and Dr. Monro, who, from the juft Emi- 
nency they have both acquired in their Pro- 
feffion, and my intimate F riendfhip with 
the Latter, made me flatter my felf with 
Relief from my Pains, Thefe Gentlemen 
were of Opinion, that my Fever was only 
Symptomatical, and that my Diftemper a- 
rofe from fome Obftructions in the fecreto- 
ry Veifels : which Opinion was fince jufti- 
fied by the Event ; for my feverifh Symp-_ 
toms difappeared, and my Spirits were more 
free, by the Ufe of warm Medicines ; but 
my Pains ftill continued. I was attended 
by fuch a Coftivenefs, or rather a total 
Steppage, that I had no Evacuation, unlefs 
it was caufed by the Methods ufed in fuch 
Cafes. I grew exceedingly emaciated, and 
could hardly walk crofs my Room without 
Difficulty. To remove which, my good 
Friend Dr. Bave thought proper to give me 
the Bark, and either that Drug, or my Dif- 
temper, foon took away the Ufe of my 
Hands. I drank the Bath Waters regular- 
ly for ten Weeks, and cannot fay they dif- 
agreed with me, but 1 grew Weaker. All 
my Complaint continued, with the Addition 
of a violent Pain in the Soles of my Feet, 
and Palms of my Hands, and fucha Numb- 
nefs, that I was hardly fenfible of any Cir- 
culation of Blood through them. This was 
my Condition, when a Friend prevailed up-- 
on me to try Quickfilver, and I took an 

: © Ounce 
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Ounce every Morning for about twelve 
Days. The Third Morning, I began to 
find my Fingers and Toes tingle, and a 
Warmth in them, which J had not felt for 
many Weeks, and all my Secretions were 
regularly performed. I could eat a boiled 
Chicken, and drink halfa pint of Wine in 
five or fix Days, and fleeped well, which I 
had not done during my whole Illnefs, with- 
out the Affiftance of Opiats. My Pains 
went off,and noComplaints, except a Weak- 
nefs, remained. Notwithftanding this Suc- 
cefs, I fuffered my felf to be perfuaded, that 
a Medicine of that fpecific Gravity, might 
be attended with bad Confequences ; and 
that fince the Obftructions were removed, 


the ordinary Methods in Phyfick would per- 


form the Reft. Ileft the Ufe of Quickfilver, 
and came to London; but found my felf 
daily Worfe, and all my Complaints return- 
ed. I put my felf again into the Hands of 
the two Phyficians I had confulted before, 
who, I believe, did all the Power of Phyfick 
could attempt ; but my Pains returned, and 


the Secretions ftopped again ; I could have no 


Sleep, and have been fince informed, that 
thofe Gentlemen declared, they had little 
Hopes of my Recovery. After I had gone 
on thus fora Month, I refolved once again 


to try the Effect of Quickfilver, took. the 


fame Quantity, and it produced exactly the 
fame Effect. I continued taking it every 
* Morning 
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“© Morning) for feven Weeks, .and have ever : 


‘ fince enjoyed a.perfeét State-of Health. 1 


« have known a,remarkable. Cure. performed gh 


a 


* by it ince, on a Lady,,whofe ill Digefti- 
on eccafioned Violent Pains in her Stomach, 
for feveral ‘Years, after Meals. ] have alfe 
‘cured a Horfe of the Glanders with it, by - 

giving him an, Ounce every Morning, for 
a Month. This is the Hiftory.of my Cafe, 
and own, Sir, that I.ewe my Life to this 
Medicine. I know, that Phyficians feem to 
Difpute by what Quality’ this Mineral can 
produce fuch Effects. I fuppofe thefe Effects 
may be produced from the Sulphur this Mi- 
neral contains, which, by, many Experi- 
ments, I have.found.to be much purer than 

any of the Minerals, or moft of the.Metals. 

_ And if more Trials. were made, perhaps the» 


ed, and the Objection avoided, of the Dan- | 
ger of circulating fo heavy a-fluid in the 
Blood Veffels.. J am, Sir, your obliged 

| si ‘humble Servant. 
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Efficacy of the Medicine might be preferv- * 


For Dr. Dover, at the Jerufalen ofc 5 


Houfe, London, eY 
Tihs 7 


. S You have been fo Generous. AS: to the: 
: ftow the greateft Legacy ever, given » 


* to the World, by any Englyh or even Eu- — 


© ropean Phyfician, in which the Poor will - 


© equally < 
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equally fhare with the Rich, I think it my’ 
Duty to- return you my hearty Thanks, 
not only for your Book, but -the: good 
Health I enjoy from taking Qyvickflver, 
by the Advice of your intimate, Friend 
Lucas Selfe, Efq; If you can have Patience 
to read the truth of my Cafe, I fhall relate 
all Ican recolle&t, from the 2oth Year of 
my Age, to this prefent Time, being now 
Fifty-three. From 20 to 35 Idrank very 
plentifully, in which laft Year, I was feized 
witha fevere fit of the Cholick in my Sto- 
mach that, about two Years after, returned 
by Drinking too much Port-W ine and Stale- 
Beer, which continued about feven: Years, 
except fome intervals of eafe. At the Age 
of Forty-two, J abftained from all forts” 
of Malt-Liquors, for even Small-beer at 
Meals would immediately deprive me-of 
my Appetite, and create a violent Pain in 


my Stomach. Then, for the {paceofotwo 


Years, I drank nothing but weak Rum 
Punch, with a red-hot Iron quenched in it, 
which agreed with me very well. At the 
Age of Forty-four, I had a fevere fit of the 
Gout, by being too free with Port-Wines 5 
my Legs alternately fwelling to double their 
ordinary Size, I have had only two or three 
fuch Fits of the Gout fince. I had then 
left off the ufe of {mall Punch, and drank 


nothing but ‘Water at Meals, anda little 


Cyder between Meals, which Regimen a-’ 


ORR) Ph ae 
greed>with ‘me, as long as 1 ufed much’ 
“Exercife;but with a fedentary Life, my 
Appetite was foon loft, and was recovered’ 
again by the ufe of Holt=Waters, which in 
about three Months Time, had no more — 
effect than other fair Water. In the Winter 
1728, and the Spring following, I was ill of 
a’Fever and Ague, which raged at thac 
Time; but went off, at laft, in afmall! fic 
of the Gout; from whence I conclude, by 
my often Vomiting. in that illnefs, that 
fomething of that Diftemper was in my 
‘Stomach at that Time. At the latter end 
oof ‘the Summer, 1729, the .Fever and 
.- Ague returned (attended as I fuppofe with 
the Gout at my Stomach) which continued 
fome Time. In Offober 1729, for want of 
_Exercife, I was often taken with Shiverings 
vand:great Pains in my Stomach, which were — 
-removed by Vomits and Purges, but would 
foon return; The latter end of November, — 
I was ferzed with Heart-burnings, Wind and 
four Belching, and my Mouth often filled’ . 
with clear Water, which Water foon left’. 
“ me cby the ufe of an Electuary, and afew — 
< hozenges;. but the Pain at my Stomach 
-Sjeontinued, upon which J] ‘took a Vomit, 

_ &,and applied a Clyfter, but had noeafe, till 
¢ I took forty. Drops ata Fime of a Tinéture, 
“made with Species Diambre,  Snake-root, 
<!and :contpound. fpirit: of Lavender, in a — 
« Draught’ of Mint-Tea, which PD Seana é 
< : de . y) "tl . 
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*till I thought my felf perfectly recovered : 


But in the fpace.of “Twenty-four Hours my 
- Stomach was uneafy, my Mouth filled with 
Water, and my Urine was Thick.’ The | 

next Day my Stomach was very painful, 


which was eafed by taking forty Drops of 


the Tinéture aforefaid. December the 8th, 


I began to take four Pills, compofed of the 
Gum- Pill, &@c. Every Night and Morning, 


ina. Glafs..of bitter Wine, and continued 
them 7tll the Fifteenth, when I left off, and 


then the Pain at my Stomach and Chillinefs 
returned. January the 4th, I found my 
Breath {tinking inthe Morning ; I eat hear- 


tily, but had a very bad Digeftion, and the 
Pain at my Stomach began to return. -Thus 
I. continued, fometimes better and fome- 


times worle,’ till the beginning of May 1730, 
when, being in greater Pain than ufual, I 


was relieved by taking three Vomits in one © 


Week, The 20th of .Aday I took a ftronger | 
Vomit than ordinary; which produced no 
other Effect than the former,. Then I ap- 


plied my felf to an eminent Phyfician, from 


whofe Preferiptions, I received abundance of 
Benefit 5. bue, my Pains foon returned, and 


- I became as bad as ever, and being almoft 
Blind, which-1 attribute to frequent Vomits, 
_ I refolved not to enter into that Courfe any 
more, and expecting that Death would 
releafe me ina fhort Time, I bore my. Af- 


fliction as well as I could, In the Month: of | 
he ih uate |p SAEED 
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© Pains in, the Stomach by the ufe of Quick. — 
© filver, and by taking now and then four or — 
* five Dofes, my Stomach grew ftronger, 


CAS 


March 1730-1. 1 was advifed bya Gentle- _ 


man to take crude Mercury, the vety Name 


Acquaintance, perfuaded me againft it ; nei- 
ther would Money, which was offered, 
prevail upon any one to take it before me. 
By this means I loft a Month, during which 
Time, 1 fuffered the ‘moft exquifite Pain 
imaginable, from the Gout in my Stomach ; 
till Monday the 5th of 4pril 1731, about 
Ten at Night, in prefence of Mr. Selfe and 


of which was fo very Terrible, that moft | 
People, except one or. two of Dr. Dover’s 


feveral other Perfons, I boldly -fwallowed © 
two Ounces of Quickfilver, went to Bed at — 


Eleven, and fleeped heartily that Night, 
which was more than I had done for twelve 


Months before. I was eafy the next Day, — 
though my Stomach continued tender. A- - 


bout Noon, which was about fourteen 
Hours after 1 had taken it, I found fome 


fmall Globules of Mercury in my Excre- © 


ment. I continued taking two Ounces 


every Day for fix Days, and never failed of 


a Stool every Day, which before feldom 
happened above once in five Days. I faved 
moit of my Urine, in the Sediment of 


BREE. 


‘which, I obferved fome fmall Globules'of — 
Mercury and am well fatisfied it'muft pafs _ 
the Ureters. Thus] was eafed of my Gouty — 


ve 
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and my Conftitution amended, to the Ad- 
miration of my Friends. | Abundance of 
-Queftions were continually afked me, and 
‘People entertained different Notions of it, 
fome faying it was Poifon, others that J 
could not live fix Months, and fome twelve. 
In this: ludicrous Manner I was treated, 
however, I thank God; I have lived in the 
Enjoyment’ of better Health above two 
Years, than I had done for eighteen Years 
© ‘before, and am in a perfect State of Health 
* at prefent ; not but. I have had fome {mall 

Pains in my Stomach. fince I firft took 
Mercury, which were foon removed, by ta~ 
* king an Ounce or twoiof Mynjficht’s Elixir + 

of Vitriol in a Glafs of ‘Water. .I never 


Can en” eg a Me ea te a 
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* 
* perceived any ill Effect from Mercury, unlefs 
© a falutary» Spitting may, be fo term’d, 
© which I muft deny, fince I found my felf 
* much: better after it.. And this never hap- 
* pened but once in very cold Weather, when 
* I believe, it’ was hindered from pafling by 
‘ Perfpiration, and by that means wasthrown 
* back from its natural motion. However, 
*-a gentle dofe of Phyfick foon put a ftop to 
* it, and I had an excellent Appetite to my 
of Victuals immediately afterwards. Thus, 
.* Sir, have’ I-related all 1, could recollect 
in my Cafe, and if you will havea little 
-»* more Patience, will give an Account of the 
~ good Effects of this noble Medicine upon 
* other Perfons.. Since it has pleafed God to 
oe I 3 fae Deion 
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beftow this great Bleffing upon me, Tthought 


it my Daty to communicate it to my fellow 
Creatures, atid gave ocular Demonftration 
to many of them, that there was no Diffi- 
culty or Danger in taking it 5 I have 
leave to mention the Nafhes of the follow- 
ing Perfons with their Difeafes. Titus Rake 


of Bradford, Tallow-Chandler was cured of — 


the Gout in his Stomach and “Limbs. Mr. 


 Fames Fellows, of the fame Place, Bailiff to 


bis Grace the Duke of Kingfton,. was cared 
of the Gravel, although he'could not Stoop, 


by taking only eight Ounces of Quickfilver, | 


and has not been troubled with the Diftem- 


per fince. The Reverend Mr. Dryer; and — 


the Wife of Robert Townfend of the fare — 


Place, found great benefit in the fame Dif- 


order. ohn Hanny a Tyler, of this Town, 2 


-was fo ill of the Cholick for‘many Years, _ 
‘that he walkec fooping, and‘recovered af- — 
‘ter taking’a few Dofes of ics: as did:the 
Wife of Mi. Edmund Heall; Cloth-worker. 


Mr. Matthew Smith, Clothier, found immeé- 


diate eafe in the fame Diforder; by the two 


firft Ounces. Edward Brifcoe of Frefbord, 
Inn-keeper, has’ found fo: much: Benefit: by 
it in the famé Diforder, that he declares he 
would by no.means be debarred the U fe of it. 
Mr. Robert Town/end, mafter of the Work- 
Houfe in this Town, was foon cured of ‘a 


- violent Pain‘in his fide. And one Anthony 
© Threfoer, of Tford-Mill near Bradford, hav-_ 
et a babe % b 4 a Ing: 
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ing been afflicted with the Cramp and 
Pain in his Stomach, .and-Reachings for 
feven Years paft, took three Ounces and 
half of crude Mercury at twice, and has 
been perfectly well ever fince. Mr. Fobx 
Orpin, Apothecary at Bath, laboured un- 
der an Hypochondriacal. Diforder with - 
lownefs of Spirits; when I had told him © 
the Method of taking it, he took it, and 
was perfectly. cured ain) a. fhort.. Time, 
which he lately declared to a nume¢rous 

Company, and has been fo honeft,, as) to | 
give this Medicine to feveral of his Patients, 
and to recommend it to others, which was 
of Service to many Perfons of Diftintion 


-in the, following Seafons at. Bath, whenee it 
foon fpread all over the Kingdom, and, J 


doubt not, will be generally approved of in 
afew Years. I hope, Sir, you will Pardon 
this trouble, from a Perfon you never faw, , 
and for my own and my Countries fake fin- — 
cerely ath. you good Health,: and long 


Life; and beg.leave to fubferibe my felf, 
Ait, | wt § > 


Your great Adnurer 


Myf Obliged and moft 


i 


Bradford, May the Heenble Servant, | 
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Qo the Auruon of the Ufe and Abu 


|. of Mercury. 


“SR, 


T is very natural to imagine, that a 


Perfon who profeffes fo much zeal for — 


the Intereft of ‘his feflow Creatures, would 
not have concealed his Name ; but you chofe 
this, fufpe€ting that your Integrity might 
be queftioned, for daily adminiftring a Me+ 
dicine, which you affirm at the fame Time, © 

will fap the Foundation of Life, and may 


‘be ranked among Poifons. 


© You feem furprifed that the Author of the _ 
Antient Phyfician’s Legacy, fhould prefcribe _ 
it in fuch a variety of Difeafes ; but you 


ought to have acquainted the Publick, that 


this Recommendation of crude Mercury, 
is f{upported by undeniable Facts, anda long 
feries of: Experience. | 
* You feem to regret very much, that pro-_ 
per Obfervations were not made upon taking 
Mercury in the laft Century, when it was — 
almoft as fafhionable in England, as it is 
at prefent ; for you are thoroughly convinc- 
ed, that the numerous inftances of Perfons 
prejudiced by it at that time, would have 
deterred wary people from the Ufe of it now. 
When you affert a Thing fo pofitively, it 
is neceflary you fhould inform us, at what ~ 
‘ Time @ 


(208 ) : 
Time this Medicine fo univerfally prevail- 
ed. I can recolleét fome Inftances in the 
laft Century, when is was given with very 
good Succefs, Sir. Nicholas Butler, an eminent 
Phyfician in the Reign of King Fames the 2d. 
prefcribed it to Mrs. Cope of Auflin Friers, 
and was abfolutely cured ot a Lunacy by,the | 
Ufe of it. He likewife gave it to one Mis 
Fuller, who eat all manner: of Trafh, , by 
which Praétice fhe was brought to a. lan- 
guifhing Condition ; -but was happily cured 
by the Ufe of this Medicine. In the begin- 
ning of King William’s Reign, 1 gave it two 
Ladies at Briffol, in very defperate Hyfte- 
rical Cafes, and both fucceeded under ‘my 


. e 
j 


of this flow Poifon, the Ladies at leaft 


have no reafon to fear it. I have taken it. 


my felf, upwards of forty-fix Years, have » 
.travelled in all Climates, and am now fe- ~ 


venty Years of Age and more, and yet, 
thank.God, I enjoy a perfect Stateof Health. 
You feem furprized that I have not explain- 


>* ed the. Manner of this wonderful Fluid’s 


Operation in Flaman Bodies.; Give me leave 
to tell you, Sir, that. the World will judge 


* better of me, for owning my Ignorance, 
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than if I had led them, as you have.done, 
into a Labyrinth of unintelligible. words. _ 
You promife great matters at firft; to fhew 
us the nature, of Mercury,,and the manner 


Sof its Operation, and thén to produce fe- 
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veral inftances of irs. pernicious Effects. 
But I leave it tc the determination of every 


Perfon, whether you have not failed in your 


Promife; you fay this Mineral has puzzled 
the Chymifts, and from thence it may be 
reafonably concluded, you know as little. 
You are not contented with venting your 
Spleen againft this Innocent and ufeful Me- 
dicine.; but you endeavour to banifh Inocu- 


lation out of the Kingdom, which T dare af- 
firm, even after the modern Method of Prac- 
tice; will. fave more than twenty out of an 
hundred that die of the Small-Pox the na- ~ 


tural Way ; you endeavour alfo to deter Peo- 
“ple from cold Bathing, for fear it fhould in-- 
flame the Lungs, whereas I have prefcribed it 


in Confumptions, and found different effects, 
© Notwithftanding you are fo arch upon. 
me, I am perfuaded that you have been 
much the beft Friend-to Nurfes and Grave- 
Diggers, and Challenge. you to prove thar © 
} have loft three Patients, either in acute or 


chronick Cafes, where I was firft called, 
(though I have been eighteen .Months in 
"Town) and even without the help of Bh- - 


fters. On the contrary, I can prove that 
feveral have recovered under my Hands, 
which have been thought ineprable, by 


emore than oné of the Faculty. | 
© What follows is one of his wifeRemarks 


upon a Part of my. Treatife. After the 


© tion 


Author, fays he, has defcribed a Confump- 
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tion and Phthifick, in which he fays the 
“Patidiit complains of a forenefs in his Brealt, 
“difficulty of ‘Breathing, lofs of Appetite, » 
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© Mercury cannot. be good in all Cafes; and, 


<“fet' OF, learned arid judicious Men, unani-, 
‘moufly aetee that Mercury hardly produces, 
© any. vifible “Advantage,, but in. Afthmas.. 
‘ T.owe great Deference to. the learned Fa- 
‘culty, but hope you.don’t include yourfelf,, 
* becaufe, notwithftanding the elaborate Trea-, 
“tile on the Uje and Abufe of Mercury, you. 
‘ have no Manner. of pretenfion to that Sitle.. 
© You think to: make me appear Ridicu-. 
© lous, when you affirm; that I prefcribe an, 
‘Ounce of Quickfilver every Morning, for; 
‘“a Month together, in the Stone. To con-- 
vince, you that this. Prefcription . is not. 

Serie ee, rarer © founded 


widby hue 


ee RA 
< founded upon Conjecture, I fthall produce, 
, you both the Facts and the.Names,; which,. 
, 28a very great Man has obferved, is:-thac. 
fort. of Evidence that will not yield to the. 
* moft perfuafive Eloquence, by Sat to the, 


s~  |°“'In anfwer to,one of your Queftions,. 
*“ whether Inftances can be produced of Qzick-, 

© fiver paffing by. Urine, I thall give you, 

*’ full Satisfa€tion, by. referring you to the, 

* following ‘Perfons, Richard Freeman of 
“little Fames-jreet,  Bedford-Row 3 Ezekiel, 
alge tls EXgs at Luckenboms and Mr. 4/-, 
19° fenton, of Bradford in Wiltfhire, T make, 


« 


“no doubt, if proper Glaffes were ufed, but, 
* Quickfilver might be feen, in the Urineof, 
* almoft every Perfon that takes it, in greater, 
“or Jeffer Quantity. \-As it, is an excellent, 
«Medicine in the Gravel, it mutt ‘neceflarily, 
© enter the Kidneys, and. be conveyed by the, 
© Uréters from thence into the,Bladder, . 

" * Notwithftanding you pretend to fomuch  — 
“zeal for the publick Good, your Artifice,‘ 
may. be eafily perceived ;,and you have ra-, 
“ther proved yourfelfan Enemy to. Mankind, , 
“by decrying a Medicine. which has, per-. 

* formed fuch wonderful Cures. And if-from — 
our firft, we may judge of your future, 
Mperibrindaces: I think I fhall.fhew you to. 
‘the World, by inverting my own Motto, . 
~Homines ad Demona nulla in're propius ac- 
‘cedunt, quam falutem hominibus negando. , 
ei hace yeaa * Crude = 
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ee eae pent will be very ferviceable 
in. beginning Plicatutres, of the Inteftines, 
and in F Gulnenies. hard. Concretions,._ or: 


¢ Obftructions atthe Mouths of the Laéteals;._ : 


but ewidently. fo in Afthmatick Cafes, be- 
yond any 4 other. Medicine, by its Weight 
forcing. open, the, obftructed Months «of. 


+ the Ladteals, and its fteams thereby enter- 


et 4 


ing the Habit, attenuate the Vifcid Juices. 
of “the Luungs,. ‘and promote, Expectoration. 
And, I think others, more appropriated: 
and {pecifiek Medicines failing, \this from: 


‘ its fatery ought to be tried inallCafes of the» 


ce 


t = ESET Tube’. Spice are the Words: 


eS a a en aes 


he .is.of Opin inion, that crude done i§ an- 
‘admirable Medi cine. in Nervous diforders, + 
« thopgh. our mol learned Gentlemen of the: 
Faculty aver:to the Contrary. Vide Cheynes: 
Englifo Malady, page 133. 


vhs * I fhall publifh. feveral Facts, and. Hip 


foe we ee 


~ n: 2: ae 


* tun, you, over to the: Author of the) Antidote 
for: another, Pill, when you, think, proper: 
to favour us with a fecond Edition of your: 
Ue and, Abufe of Mercury, s; But why, will: 
not thefe, Friends to Mankind. publifh fome» 
‘Secrets, of their: own,, particularly in)the: 
cure; of Fevers,. and.,.tell us-at the fame 
“Time, -when, We;, may, “hope : the Grand » 


bm Mytery of cooling a Perfon. will be dif 


& * covered > 


Lani) 


‘ covered? The Gentlemen of the Faculty 
* have: undoubtedly réad the Inftitutes of © 
‘ Riverius and Sennertus, whofe firft Axiom in. 
“the: Therapeutick Part of Phyfick may be 
‘ thus Tranflated: Whatever is cured, is cured 
‘by Contraries. Thus all living Creatures, | 
‘when they are too Hot, remove to a. Cooler 
© Regimen by infting, and vice verfa'; and 
‘He swould be the fanie’ if Mankind would, 
‘ follow nature’s Direétions,. 
-© Vulgar Errors are as throughly rooted,” 
‘asthe moft inveterate Difeafe, and Reafon. 
«and Phyfick are trequently bafited: by. both, 
“. How’ was. the Ufe of the Bark, one of the 
“ beft Rémedieés in the Alateria Metitas for- - 
“merly exploded ?) What Apprehenfions of: 
“its ilk Confequences, and ftrange mif- -con-. 
“ ftructions of its Effect? Neither. merit. in: 
‘Man. nor’ excellency’ in Medicine’ can; be- 
‘fate from fech Mif- conception.” ‘The’ wife” 
“and honeft Part. of Mankind, ' naturally en-. 
“<oage in Defence of both;. and'there are few: 
-noblé Remedies diftavered,. either: by, Art. 
‘or Chance,.and brought. into: Pra€tice by. 
*the judicious. Part of the Faculty; ; ‘which, 
‘have not. been’ generoufly fupported : by: 
“Reafon and’ Argument,’ at’ the Time the. 
“Torrent of Popular Clamour’ was againit 
~them.. The .Caufe of both is the’ fame, — 
‘and'the’Party formed a@ainft both the fame 
‘ likewife. The great Ph yfician | falls into a 
6 Pradtice, Which the Sasa cannot imitate ; 

“4 hee . s ‘there- 
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therefore, fuch exert all the Malice, and en- 
-deavour to blaft what they cannot*Copy. 
I only with they would inform the World 


of their fuccefs, by that inhuman way of 
Vomiting and Bliftering, —befides their 
heating Boluffes and hotter Cordials, pre- 


{cribed to be taking -every. fecond» Hour, 


with Sack-whey and fpirits of Harfhorn. 


Let them publifh fomething of this fort 


agreeable to the reafon of Mankind. We 
are taken to be Guardians of Health and 
Life by many honeft Gentlemen ; but how 
far muft, they be Difappuvinted, when it is 
in the Power of Apothecaries to recommend 
Phyficians, who always prefer thofe who 


‘preferibe moft for their Intereft. 


¢ Afterall that has been faid of this noble 
Remedy, I cannot recommend fo general’ 
a Ufe of it, which often brings it to dif- 


credit ; and though. it does many. Things, , 


it will not do all. If it. would not be 
thought. that I fpeak with a view to my. 


own: Intereft, I fhould-direct the Patient,. 
always to confult a Phyfician, who under-. 


ftands the nature of Mercury, before he: 
enters upon its Ufe, ‘6 


ening ig BO NERS, 


| SOME | 
“REMARKS 


Hod the late Controverfy concerning 
the Ufe of Mercury. ; 


Sse] H OU G H the Ufe of ee 
by | Mercury has been fo ftrongly re- 
i commended to. the World, by 

@== | the Author of the Legacy and, 

' Mr. Bellofte, that Pra@tice has 
‘met with the common Fate of others,, and has 
been fevercly cenfared by fome learned Gentle- 
men of the Faculty. Both thefe Authors feeny 
to have acted very candidly, and have only re-- 
lated fome Hiftorical facts of Cures performed 
by this Remedy, from a long feries of Praétice 
and obfervation ; the latter Aas. Indeed, added 
fome Philofophical reafonings of hisown, con- 
cerning the manner of its Operation, which — 
he 
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lie very modeftly offers to the Publick. It 
‘was to be expected, that a Medicine intro- 
‘duced in fuch a manner, fupported by unde- 
-niable Fa€ts, and confirmed by men of Care 
dour and veracity, fhould have met with a di‘e 
ferent Reception. But this, as I faid before, 
is focommon, that we have a Jate Inftance of 
it, with refpeét to the Ule of the Bark in the 
‘Cure of Mortifications. It was ufhered into the 
“World in the fame Manner, attended with 
undeniable proofs of its excellency in fuch 
Cafes, yet was fo far rejected by the Gentle- 
men of the Faculty, that they abfolutely re- 
fufed to prefcribe it. Vide Dougla/s upon the 
ufe of the Bark in Mortifications, 

- But Mankind will be farther fatisfied of the 
Ufe of crude Mercury in many Difeafes, by 
reading thofe letters the fubftance of which are 
in this prefent Edition, and well attefted by 
‘Perfons of Honour and Integrity. 

I can’t perceive, that thofe who have op- 
pofed this Remedy, have brought it into the 
leaft difefteem ; and a certain Phyfician who 
has been fo free as to treat Mr. Bellofte like a 
~ Quack, and turnshis Philofophy into Ridicule 
is indebted to him for the Invention of a Pill, 
which he fays, is far preferable to the others. . 
How much more preferable it may be, will 
better appear, when he gives us an equal 
number of Inftances of the Cures he has per- 
formed with his own. But although he has fo _ 
feverely cenfured the French Author, I can- 
oh ! not 


(Qe) 
not perceive that he has been able to contra- ~ 
dict the truth of what he relates, which is ~ 
the chief point. in queftion, and not whether 
jhis Inftances are Philofophically or Unphilo- 
- fophicafly accounted for. It is infignificant, 
whether he has given a Mechanical folution 
of the Operation of Mercury. or not, provid- 
ed the Remedy has performed thofe Cures he 
has related.» This, is the chief thing to be re- 
garded , a.Hiftory of Fadts is more fervicea- 
blesin. behalf of. a Medicine, than the moft 
Philofophical Difcourfe, and it is one Thing 
to account for the Caufe of Difeafes, and the 
Operation of Medicines, and another to un- 
derftand the nature of Diftempers, and how 


40, neliewn themyctayet ied Mise 's , 

» This. Controverfy. was originally, begun in 
favour ‘of the Apothecaries, whofe bufinefs 
mutt decline if this remedy prevailed ; | and 
they feem to have employed a Perfon on pur- 
pofe.to explode the whole performance.of its 
firft. Promoter: But the qualities of Quick/i- 
ver are too well known to want an Encomi- 
um. Thofe,-who reckon it a Poifon, have 
never reflected upon its Properties, or duly 
weighed the, nature of, Poifons, whofe Parti- 
cles abfolutely differ in figure from thofe of 
this Mineral, the one being acute and incid- 
ing, the. other fmooth and globular. . Hence 
Its property of blunting acids evidently fol- 
lows for when it happens to come in conteft 
with -fuch Particles, it breaks and deftroys 
fetid cists : i ~ thoteem 


~( @kxus) 


thofe. Spicula which are fo ,mifchievous to the 
Body, and by ,that. means forces it from ‘all 
that is Sharp and Acrimonious. “But.its moft 
powértul jinfluences proceed from that Effenti- 
al Property in common to, all Minerals and 
Metals, which, more. readily conveys it into 
the minuteft Channels...By Effential Proper- 
ty: Jomean that abfolute gravity in common to 
ithem all}. and whofe ditierence confifts only 
in the Compactnefs of their;component Parts, 
from whence-one is faid to be Specifically 
heavier or lightier than another. As all, A@- 
- merals and Metals have this Property of gras 
‘vitation,: from the laws,of Nature, - it follows, 
-that when they. are mixed with the. Blood, the 
quantity» of its; motion, | will, be; snereafed in 
“proportion to! the Specifick gravity of the A4- 
ineral... Frony this fingle Property. it will not 
wbe difficult to, explain.the wonderful Effects 
Of cride Mercury in Animal GEconomy, .and 
the changes both: Fluids and Solids;muft; un- 
ergo by the force of its percuffions, and; it is 
to this power chiefly that the Learned Dr. 
\Freind in his Emmenologia attributes the deob- 
 ftruction of the Uferine Veflels.. The Effect 
.of heavy Bodies upon the Fluids: being there- 
fore proportionate to their Gravities,: that of 
| Mereury will be» more, Efficacious than any 
other lighter than. it felf. ‘It is true indeed, 
that fome Chymical Preparations of this Mine- 
ral will foon raife a Salivation, which proceeds 
-ohlyifrom its Combination with the Salts of 
| the 


{ ney): SE 
the Menftruuin in which it has been. diffolved, 


whofe operation is. affifted by the gravity of - 


the Mercury, | PSR 
~' Thus you fee the-a@ion of this Mineral con= 
_ fifts only in the gravity of its Particles, when 

unaffifted by Chymical Management, and 
that even then it is the principal Caufe of the 
Effe@ produced. But’in what form foever it 
Is admitted into the Mafs of Blood, it will 
certainly divide its Cohefions, and make it 
more fit for Secretion : For it is impoffible it 
fhould be mixed with thé Blood; as it in- 


¢ereafes its Motion, without producing: Effects 


anf{werable -to. that increafe, which according 
to’ the learned Dry Cheyne in his Theory of Fe- 
wers, is fo very confiderable, ‘that he computes 
more may be done toward the deobftruction of 
the Veffels in one'day by the Affiftance: of 
‘Mercury, than by the Blood it felf, without 
that Affiftance} in‘the fpace of three Years. 
‘If its Power be fo extenfive; as this;computa- 
tion allows, what wonderfull alterations muft 
faccceed its admiffion into the mafs of Blood, 
and what Encouragement is not given to its 


ufe, in all Difeafes, where the Vifcid ftate'of 


‘the Fluids difpofes the Veffels to Obftruction. 
“9 As the Doéfer had found fault, that Mr. 
“Bellofie’s Reafonings were neither Mechanical 
or Philofophical, I have given this ‘fhort 
Account ab its Properties and Operation, in 
-a Manner more agreeable to the modern 
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Philofophy, and wifh it may prove. accep- 
table. But if thefe Gentlemen have. not 
Authority fufficient to make fo valuable a 
Remedy well received, there are fome others 
of undoubted Capacity, Learning and Repu- 
tation, who having efpoufed its Caufe. Dr. - 
Freind in his Emmenologia has given the fol- 
lowing Character of Athiops Minerals, which. 
is only crude Mercury prepared with Sulphur, 
that he has found the continual Ute ot it, 
not only fafe, but always effeCtual ; and yet 
this Preparation is generally poftponed to 
other Preparations of Mercury, upon its 
being more eafily prepared than the reft. 
Thus the Operation of Qyick/ilver holds 
Univerfally the fame, which, however 
conftant it may be, dees not in the leaft 
hinder its being endowed with other Pro- 
perties; for it not only opens obftructed 
Veffels; but alfo as often blunts the points 
of Acids. MELLO | 

» Was Mercury endowed only with thefe 
Properties mentioned: by that learned Gentle- 
‘man, they would be fufficient to recommend 
the Ufe of it to Mankind, and it is as cer- 
tain, that in fuch refpects, itis the moft effica- 
cious Medicine in Pnyfick ; but for other ex- 
traordinary and fuprizing Effects of this: MZi- 
eral, Y refer the Reader to the former: Part 
of this Book, where he finds the. Blind re- 
_ ftored to Sight, and the Lame foon breugee e 
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Stand and Walk, by the fole Afiftance ) le 


this Medicine. 

It is difputed, but, I Hine without Reafon, 
, whether, Mercury enters the Laffeals. ov-not; 
There is no Body, who confiders its Divift- 
bility and aptitude of fubliming by a gentle 


Heat, who can in the leaft doubt its being 


capable of entring thofe Veflels, and of iis 
ing infinite Service when admitted. ~ 
If Mr. Bellofte’s method of Reafoning is not 


fo. very exact, his Facts ought to be fuppofed — 


true, 7cill the + ontrary. is proved, and I don’t 
find that his Character affords, any room to 


fafpect them, His way of accounting for 


the Operations of; Mercury agree in general 
with thofe of two eminent Philofophers, Dr: 
Freind and Dr. Cheyne... Bat the Credit of 
the Medicine does not depend upon this, daily 
Experience convinces, us of ‘its efficacy in 
moit Difeafes: Tho’ I muft needs confefs, 
that taken alone in large Quantities, Its gra- 
vity Precipitates it too foon 3 but.when mixed 
with a proper Memftruum. which gradually 
Diffolves, 1 it enters the Latteals, and infinuates 
its felf in the moft minute Veflels, and then 


performs thofe wonderful Offices of removing © 


Obftructions, of throwing off whatis Vicious, 
and rendering the Juices fit for Circulation. ., 
Its fpecifick Gravity renders it the moft 
powerful Deobftruent, and _ its Divifibility 
poss: it capable of entering the minuteft 
Vefiels, 
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Veffels, and though divided ad infinitum, it fill 
retains its Sphericity. Its Parts are perfectly 
fmoorth, polifhed and globular, whence it 
-more eafily Rolls with the Blood in Circula- 
tion, and produces thofe Alterations which 
preferve the. Animal CEconomy, This French 
Surgeon, who was a Man of Eminence in 
his Profeflion ingenuoufly Confeffes that he 
- firft received his Hints of the extraordinary 
Ue of this Medicine by chance, thefe are his 
~ own Words Tranflated, I am ready to Ac- 
knowledge, that my firft entrance upon the 
_ Ufe of this Remedy, was not from the refule 
of Reafoning ; however, the fuccefs I met with 
from its firft Adminiftration,. emboldned me, 
to adhere to it, and future Bufinefs gave me an 
Opportunity of trying its Effects in feveral 
Chronical and inveterate Difeafes, which, 
though deemed incurable, entirely fubmitted 
to the powerful influence of Mercury. | 
My Defign being enly to make:a few 
Remarks upon the prefent Controverfy, 
relating to the Ufe of this Medicine, and to 
juftify the Original Promoters of this Practice 
from the Afperfions unjuftly thrown upon 
them, I think enough has been faid to ‘con- 
firm their honeft Intentions for the publick 
Good ; and don’t in the leaft doubt, but fu-— 
ture Inftances will appear to corroborate a 
Caufe fo heartily Undertaken. At prefent 
Mankind feems to be divided by the Mif- 
| telah _ reprefentation 


reprefentation of fome Writers, who admire _ 
nothing but the Product of their own Inven= 
tions ; but I hope a fteady Application, and 
Diligent enquiry into matters of Fact, will Ng 
at length prevail over thofe, who icem, 
rather. to Aét from a principle of Intereft, 
than a fincere Love to their fellow Creatures, 
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